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N T to am nd th Sea D fence. ct and th Sea D f nee 
for rtain purpo e . 

.\.D. 1988 na l d b th rliam- nt o uyana:-

hort title. 1. hi A t may be cited as the Sea Defence Law ( mendm nt

Amendment 
of the Sea 
Defences 
Act, Cap. 
64:' 1. 

and Transfer of Functions) Act 1988. 

2. h S a erenc ct is h r, b amend•..,d in the following 
re pect -

Act No. 12 of 
1980 

(I) m

(a

ti n 2, b the ub tiitution -

for th defini,tion of "the Chief Offic r' o[ 
tJ:r following definition -

' "clerk". "region" and "regional democrati 
coun il" sha'll have the ame meaning 
assigned to them by ection 2(1) of the 
Local D mocratic Organ ct 1980;'; 

(b) for the definition of 'the H drauli Divi ion'
of the following definition -

' "the Sea and River D fen e Divi ion'· 
means the Sea and River Defences Divi. 
ion of the regional democratic council 
and includes ,the clerk. every officer of 

that Di vision and veryone empl'oyed b 
the Jerk or by any offi er of that Divi ion;'; 

(2 in ection lO(c), by the substitution for the word 
"the · Hydraulics Division in Georgetown and, if 
any portion of the di trict i in the county of 
Berbice, another copy shall be lodg d at the 
office of the department in ew Amsterdam", of 
the words "the regional democratic council of 
the region in which the di triot is ituate and, if 
any portion of the district i in any other region. 
another copy hall be lodged at the office of the 
regional democratic council of that region' ; 

(3) in eotion 23(1), by the in ertion after the word
"gavernment" of the word 'or regional demo·
cratic council"·

(4) throughout the ct. by th
word "the hief Officer·

ub titution for th 
f th , ord;:. ' th 
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clerk" and for the words "the Hydraulics Divi­
sion" of the words "the Sea and River Defence' 
Division" wheriever .they occur. 

[No. 7 

3. The Sea Defonce Act is hereby amended in the following Ame:.1dme,:nt
of the Sea respects Def�nce Act. 

(1) in section 2, by the substitution -

(a) for the definition of "the Board" of the following
definition -

' "the Board" means the Guyana National Sea
and River Defonces Advisory Board established 
under section 3; '; 

(b) for the definition of "Chief Offioer" of the fol­
lowing definitions -

Cap. 64:02. 

' "clerk", "region" and "regional democratic
council" shall have the same meanings assigned 
to them by section 2(1) of the Local Demo-
cratic Organs Act 1980;'; 1i�� N,,. ii 

(c) in the definition of "sea defence", for the words
"the Board" of the words "the Board or regional
democratic council";

(2) by the substitution for the heading "THE SEA DEFENCE
BOARD" under Part I, of the heading "THE GUY ANA

NATIONAL SEA AND· RIVER DEFENCES ADVISORY
BOARD";

(3) by the repeal of section 3 and the substitution of the fol­
lowing section therefor -

3. (1) There is hereby established a board ,to be "Et b known as ,the Guyana National Sea and RiVier Defences m:nt �th­
�dvisory Board for t� proper development and construe- ��a.;:1:ci� . . t1on of the sea and river defences of Guyana. 

(2) The objects of the Board sha'll be -

(a) to enquire into, report and advise upon
any matter relating to sea and river
d,efences of Guyana, which may be refer­
red to it by the Minister;

(b) to examine sea and river defences for
ultimate d,�velopment and future needs:

(c) to ensure that sea and river defences
works ·would· be · coilstruoted so that
danger from flooding by the sea and

inland waters would be negligible;
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(d) generally to adv,ise and make represen­
tation to the Mini ter on any matter
pertaining to ,the planning. financing.
construction. development and admini -
tration of the ea and river defence of.
Guyana; and

(e) to do uch oth r aot a may be expe­
dient or neces ary for the attainment of
the object of the Board referred to in
this ection.";

(4) In 'ection 4, by the ubstitution -

a) for ubsection (1) and (2) of the following ub ections -

' (1) The Board hall consi t of not more than fifteen
member appointed by the Minister by instrument in writing
from among person having qualification in field relating
to civil engineering and hydraulic , or experience in enior

administrative positions. or who ·hall be members of organi-
ations, agencie · or institution committed to the mainten­

ance or cdn truction of the ea and river defences. and not 
less than two of uch member shall be the repre entative 
of ithe regiona1 democratic council . 

(2) Each of the member of the Board hall be appointed
to hold office. ubjrwt ,to thi ection, for such period, not 
exceeding three year , as may b pecified in thefr re pective 

instruments of appointment."; 

(b) for the word "in rev,ery month" in sub ection (8), of the
words "in each quarter of ,the year";

(5) by 1the insertion after Part I of the following Part a, Part 
IA -

Rule and 
functions of 
the Chief 
Hydraullca 
Officer. 

"PART IA 

THE CIDEF HYDRAULICS OFFICER 

6A. (1) The role and function of the Chief Hydraulic, 
Officer hall be -

(a) to give genreral and technical advice and
guidance to any regional democratic
council in matters onnected with ea de�
fences, either on bis own motion or on any

regional dem'ocratic council eeking such
advice or guidance;

b) to supervise and control the functioning
and activities of the Sea and River Defences
Division of ;the regional democratic council;
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(c) to ensure that the sea defence activi,ties of

the regiona'l democratic councils are in

accordance wiith the management systems

set up for the purpose of sea defence facili-

ties;

(d) to conduct at all times by himself or by
anyone authorised by him in writing an
inspection of the sea defence works; and

(e) to oversee and evaluate on a continuing
basis the programmes relating to sea defen­
ces being implemented by ,the regional
democratic councils, and to ensure co­
ordination among the regional democratic
councils in the execution of the sea defence
works.

(2) When a sudden calamity occurs whereby any land
in a district is likely to be or is inundated by ithe sea or 
river and the Chief Hydraulics Officer drems it expedient 
to execute works that are intended for the protecl ion of 
more ithan one region or of any district. the Chief 
Hydraulics Officer may direct the regional democratic 
councils concerned to conjointly take such immediate 
action and perform such works as may in the opinion of 

the Chief Hydraulics Officer be necessary to avert or 
mitigate such inundaition, and the Chief Hydraulics Officer 
sha11 have, for the purpose of ensuring co-ordination in 
the execution of such emergency works, full power to f,rive 
any directions the exigencies of the case appear to him 
to require. 

(3) Notwithstanding any,thing contained in this Act
or any other written law or contract to the contrary� every 
regional democratic council shall give effect to any direc­

tion given by the Chief Hydraulics Officer pursuant to this 
section."; 

(6) in section 8, by the substitution -

(a) in subsection (3), for the words "if the land
is situate in the county of Berbice or the
county of Essequibo, a copy thereof in the
office at New Amsterdam or in Essequibo
as the case may be" of the words "another
copy there'Of at the office of the regional
democratic council of the region where the
land or part thereof is situate";

(b) in subsection (4), for the word "Secretary"
of the words "Secretary and the cJerk";

(7) in sections 9, 11, 12(3), 15, 16, 18(1), 20, 21 and
24. by the substitution for the word "Board"
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wherever it occur , of the word "regional d m -
cratic council"; 

(8) in ection 10, by the ub titution for the word
"Chief Officer" of the word "regional d.emocrati

ouncil of the region where the ca defence i: to 
be con tructed"; 

(9) in eotion 14, by the ub titulion for the words
",under he direction of the Board, be performed
by the Ministry or its agents at the expense of th
the Board" of the words "be performed by or
under the direction of the regional d mocratic
council at its expen e";

(10) in the marginal heading to ection 22, by the
ubstitution for the word "Board" of the word

"employee ";

(11) in ection 26(1), by the sub titution for the word
"The Board hall keep a book for uch di trict '
of the words "Each regional democratic council
shaU k p a book for each di trict or part th reof
within its region";

(12) in ection 28(1), by th deletion of. th word
"the Board with the approval of";

13) in ction 29, by the ubstitution for the wor
"Board" in ub ection (1) of ,the word "regional
democratic council" and for the words "Chief
Officer" in u b ection (2) of the word "clerk".

Dissolution 
4. (1) The Sea Dden e Board, e tabli hed under ection 3 o

of sea De- ithe Sea Defenc Act prior to its amendment by thi ct (hereinafter 
fence

64

Board. referred to as the said Board) i hereby di solved. Cap. :02 

(2) ubje t ,to and in a cordan e with ection 3 of thi t, 
the function conferred on the aid Board by the Sea Defeno.., ct 
in so far as they relate to care, maintenance, managem nt and 
construction of ,the ea defence of Guyana hall, with effect and on 
from the coming into op..,ration of thi Act, be exercised within each 
region, except region number eight and nine, by the regional 
democratic council concerned. 

(3) All contract , deed , bond , agreement or other in tru­
ments or documents in respeot of the sea defences within the region. 
which are subsistinR immediately before the dissolution of the aid 
Board and affectt-d the said Board hall, in o far a they rela,te to 

the function of the aid Board tran ferred under ub ection (2), be 
of a full force and effect again t, or hi favour of, the regional 
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democratic council concerned and enforovable a fully and effectually 
as if instead of ,the said Board the regional democratic council 

concerned had been named therein and had been a party thereto. 

(4) Ali civil legal proceedings commenced by the aid Board
prior to its dis olution for the enforcemen of any rights which arie 
transferred or att�.ched to a regional democratic council b virtue 
of this section, and pending in any court or before any authority, 
may be continued on or after the date of coming into operation of 

this Act by ,the regional demqcratic council concerned and all 
judgments, decrees and order mad or passed in an ucl proce�dings 
may be enforced, as the case ma_ be, by r against it. and the 
regional democratic council conoerned hall be deemed to have been 
sub tituted for the said BQard in tho e proceedings on that date. 

[No. 7 

5. Anything done or any aotion taken by the regional Validation. 

democratic council on o:r after 1 t January, 1983 and before the 
coming into operation of this Act, in respect of the exercise of the 
functions of the Sea Defence Board or the Ministry in so far as they 
relate to care, maintenance, management and construction of the sea 
defences of Guyana, which would hav:e been Jawful and valid had 

this Act been in operation on the material date, shall be deemed t'o 
be and alway to have been, lawfully and validly done or taken. 

Passed by the National Assembly on 1988-02-18 

F. A. Narain. 
Clerk of the N ationa1 Assembly 

(Bill No. 6/1987) 
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