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100. 
101. 
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103 
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121, Obstructiol\,,of holder of lictnce or per11t • 

122, Restriction on re1oval of 1inerals. 

20 

" 123. Order prohibiting re1oval of gold, etc., •it�out per1i�sion 
of district 11nes officer. 

124. Penalty for contravent1on of section 122 or order und�r section 123.

12S. Penalty for giving false infor1ation
1 

etc,,in applic1tion for licence, etc.

126. Power of entry, etc.

127, Co11ission's power to obtair, H1for1�tion relating to pros�ectin9 or ,,,,11,g 
operations. 
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131. Po•er to iccept co1pen�ation for a� oifence.

132. Obligation of licensee lo inde1n1fy state,

133. Co11issiontr not to hke part in htHing or 1fecidin9 of appeal, bf Cti1>1:· uoP
in certain cases.

134. Power of uttption.

IJS,. Atendttnt of Schtdult. 

l36, PoMe, ta ••tt rtgulation,. 
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PART XVI 
REPEALS, SAVINGS AND A"END"ENTS 

OF CERTAIN ENACT�ENTS 

137, Rtpt•I of Nining Act •nd s,vings. 

139. P•rti•I rtpt•I of Stat, l•nds Act.

140, Puhlir l•nds {Private Roads} Act not •ffected, 

141, A1end1ent of 6uyana Geology ar.d ftines Coa1issio� Act 1978. 

S C H E D U L E 

AN ACT ta ••ke provisions •ith respeJt to 

prospecting for •nd 1inir.9 of 1etals,

1inir,•h •nd precious stonts, for 

regulating their conveyance and for 

· utters connect,d therew: th,

� .• Er.•cled by the Parlia1ent of Gutana:-

PART 1 

F'RE LI Ii I MARV 

ShorttiUeand , 1. This Act •ay be !:iled iS th, "inin9 Act 
eommen�menl 

[A.O. 1989 

1989 and shall co1e into operation un such date as the ftinister 
••Y, by order, appoint.

interp,wtation. 11 I In tr,is Act -

l•I "body corporite• 1e.ns a cc1pan)' or • carpGr�tion; 

(bl "cl•i•" 1eans tht area of State 
land ( inc lildir.9 any r i¥!r �eo, sea­
bed Qr other irea beneath Naterl 
in rtspect c! •hith a clai• licence 
is granted, •n� inclu1es any clai1 
located �ursti•nt to 
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a proapect1r11& penal t., whether a claim 

licence haa been iaaued in respect. 

thereof or not.; 

(c) "C:C-iasion" aeana the � Geoloa and

Kines Conlllission established by aect.ion 

3 or the Guyana Geoloa and 

(d) 

Hines Coauasion Act. 1979; · 

"caapaAy" haa the .- -,un, aa in 

sect.ion 2(1) of the C,ompanies Act.; 

(e) "condition" includes any term, 

prohibit.ion, limitation and 

stipulation; 

( r) "corporation" means a corporate body 

incorporated in or outside Guyana, but. 

does not. include a e0111pany; 

(1) "discovery parcel", in re lat.ion t.o any

mineral, means a parcel in a 

prospect.in, IU'ea ccaprisin, the 

1eolo1ical feature, - out.lined by the 

relevant. 1eolo1ical or aeophysical 

data, in which the discovery nr the 

•ineral is located; 

[No. 20 

No. 9 ol 1979 

Cap. 89:0• 
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(h) "exploration for any mineral" means 

exploration for the purpose of 

discoverin& &nd evaluatinar the mineral 

and includes geological, geophysical 

and geochemical surveys; 

( i) "gold" mea.ns gold in the raw state -nd 

includes unrefined gold 8Jll8lgBJ1l, slimes 

and scrapings containing gold, and 

smelted gold which is not llll!.llufactured 

into any article of coomerce; 

(j) "holder", in relation to a licence, means 

the person to whom the licence is 

granted and, where a licence is granted 

to a person jointly wiU1 others, means 

every one of the persons to whom the 

l icence is jointly granted, and 

includes every person to whom t.he 

licence or an interest therein is 

lawfully transferred; 

(k) 1n default" means in breach of any 

provision of this Act or of any 

condition of a licence, any provision 

of a 111ining agreement or any direction 

given by the Minister; 

[A.D. 1989 
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(1) "land" includes land beneatr water and the 

river-bed or sea-bed, and the subsoil 

of such land and river-bed or the 

sea-bed; 

( m) "metal" includes ore or compound of a 

metal; 

(n) "mineral" includes ore or compound of any 

mineral, any metal and precious stone 

and includes any nid.io-active 111ineral, 

but does not include water or 

petroleun; 

(o) "mineral agreement" means an agreement in 

respect of any of the matters referred 

to in section 19; 

(p) "mines officer", for the purposes of any 

provision of this Act, means a person 

desianated as such under section 5 for 

the purposes of that provision; and 

includes a district mines officer; 

(q) "mini.ri, area" means an area of land in 

relation to which a minina licence has 

been �ted; 

[No. 20 
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(r) "mining district" means any portion of 

Guyana constituted as a mining district 

under section 4; 

(s) "mining operations" means operatior.J 

carried out for, or in connection with, 

the mining for lllinerals; 

(t) "parcel" ineans a parcel of land

(u) 

constituted by the Minister by Order 

and includes a part of a parcel so 

constituted; 

"petrole1.111" has the same meaning f\S in 

section 2 of the Petrolellll (Exploration 

and Productio1,) Act 1986;

(v) "precious stones" means rough or uncut 

precious stones only; 

(w) "prescribed" means prescribed by the 

Regulatioru::; 

Ix) "prospecting area" means an area of land 

in relation to which a prospecting 

licence hb.oi been grnnted under this 

Act; 
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(y) "prospectirc operationa" means operations 

carried out for, or in connection with, 

explOt"& tion for any mineral; 

(z) "the Regwlationa" means re.,..iations -1e 

by the Miniater under any provision of 

tnia Act; 

(2) In this Act, a ::efarence to -

(a) �llation of a licence, in relation to 

any� area or parcel or parcela, 

ahall inolwde a re� to a direction 

that a lic.tnee ahall cease to havr effect 

in respect of that min.i.ng area or pa.reel 

or �la, but shall not be deemed to 

incll.de a reference to the cancellation of 

a ai�inc licence in relation to any mining 

area or parcel or pe.rceb under section 

52(f); 

(b) ''Guyana" shall inclooe a reference to the 

territorial sea, the continental shelf, 

and the e.xclusive eeonDlllic zone, of Guyana 

as lawfully detenllined from time to time; 

(c) "pe.yment" shall, where royalty in relation 

to the mining of any mineral is to be pe.id 

by the holder of a mining licence, mining 

[No. 20 
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permit, claim licence, special mining 

permit or quarry licence in kind, be 

construed as a reference to delivery of 

the mineral by way of royalty, and cognate 

expressions shall be construed 

aa::ordingly; 

(d) "quarriable material'' shall be deemed to 

be a reference to.;. 

( i) rock, lateri te, aand pr it ravel, or

kaolin or other clays; or 

(ii) any other mineral specified by 

notification in the Gazette by the 

Conmission, with the approval of the 

l'linister, a.s a quarriable mineral. 

(e) "radio-active mineral" shall be deemed to 

be a reference t.o any substance specified 

in the Schedule.,; 

( f) surrender of a licence, in relation to the 

whole or pa.rt of any inrcel or pa.reels, 

shall be deemed, as the context requires, 

to be a reference to the relinquishment, 

by the holder of a prospecting licence, of 

the whole or pa.rt of U1e pa.reel or µircels 

under section 37, 
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exclusion of the pa.reel or pa.reels from a 

prospecting area under section 38, or 

cancella�ion of a mining licence in 

relation to the parcel or parcels, on the 

application of the holder of the licence, 

under section 52(7); 

"this Act" shall include a ref erence to 

subsidiary legislation ma.de under this 

Act; 

(h) "valuable mineral" shall be deemed to be a

reference to any mineral containing -

(i) gold, silver, or platinum; or

(ii) any of the rarer metals, specified by

notification in the Gazette, by the

Conwnission with the approval of the

Minister,

or any combination of the above metals, 

together with some other base metal or 

mineral matter in such proportion that the 

gold, silver, platinun, or rarer metal, or 

a combination of them, is or was of 

greater value than the other metal or 

miAeral matter in which it is or was· 

contained; 

[No.20 
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( i) a year of the tera of a lioeooe ahall be 

dee.d to be a reference to a period of

�inlr on and includinc the date fraa 

lolhich the li� baa effect or any 

IIARi v_.t� of that date. 

3. nae Guyana Geoloo and Ki.nea Catai.saion Act

l.919 shall be read - part. of this Act: 

Provided. \hat if there is Aft7 inconaistenc7 betweeA 

any provision of this Act and an;,- provision of the � 

OeoloO' and Hines ec-iaaion Aot 1979, the provision of 

this Act shall prevail. 

4. (1) 'Ihe Minister aay, by notice published ia 

the Gazette and in at leaat one �paper havina 

cuculation in Gl.o'ana, oonatitute any portion of ().iyana 

- a ainina district. 

(2) In declarinl 81\7 portioo of Guya,.,1.1 as a lbi.nina

district the Minister ah&ll, · aa far aa possible, ensure 

that the whole of one �l or one claiJII shall be in one 

ainina district. 

5. ( 1) The Kini.st.er llllY by notice published in the

Gazette desi,nate, for the purposes of this Act or any· 

provision thereof, a -pmlic officer or any other person 

employed by the Govenaent or any employee of the 

Conaission as a aines 9fficer arxi any such notice shall 

specj.fy the area for which, and for the purposes of \olhich 

provisions of this Act, the ainea• officer is appointed. 
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(2) The Minister may by notice published in the

Gazette designate, for the purposes of this Act, a public 

officer or any otht'r per11on employed by the Government or 

an employee of the Coumission as a district mines officer 

and specify the mining district for which he is ao

appointed: 

Provided that the same person may be appointed as 

district mines officer for more than one mining district. 

(3) A district mines officer shal l have, \.D'\less the

Minister otherwise directs by notice published in the 

�. all the functions conferred by this Act on a 

mines officer and a district mines officer within the 

mining district or mining districts for which he is so 

designated. 

( 4) There shall be such other officers as may be

considered necessary for the purposes of 'this Act, who 

shall respectively have and exercise the functions 

assigned to them by or under this Act or by the 

Conlnission or the Minister. 

(5) The Coamissioner of Geological Surveys and Mines

shall,·by virtue of his office, be a mines officer and 

shall have throughout Guyana ell the functions conferred 

by this Act on a mines officer and a district mines 

,..fficer. 

[No. 20 
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Right of State to 
minerals. 

Licence or permit 
to mine on private 
lands and on 
State and 
Government 
lands. 

Right to base 
metals on private 
lands. 

PART II 

RIGHT TO AND WARDIANSHIP OF MINERALS 

6. Subject to the other provisions of this Part, 

all minerals within the lands of Guyana shall vest in the 

State. 

7.(1) The Comaision may, with the approval of the 

Minister and subject to section 8, grant a licence or 

permit under this Act authorising the holder of the 

licence to enter on private lands and there search or 

sine for, take and appropriate, any minerals. 

(2) The Commission may, with the approval of the 

Minister, grant a licence or permit under this Act 

authorising the holder of the licence to enter on 

Government lands and there search or mine for, take and 

appropriate, any minerals. 

(3) A licence or• permit under this Act to enter on 

State lands and there search or mine for, take and 

appropriate, minerals may be granted by the Commission. 

8.(1) The owner of any private lands, granted before 

the passing of the Mining Ordinance, 1903, shall hold and 

enjoy all metals other than gold and silver therein or 

thereon, and may after obtaining a licence or permit 

under this Act search or mine for them in accordance with 

this Act and the licence and, when found, take and 

appropriate them to his own use. 

(2) The owner of private lands, granted before the 

passing of the Mining Ordinance 1903, shall also be 

entitled to take and appropriate to his own use any 
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111etal, other than sold or silver, oontained in any 

valuable-mineral in or on his lands and which baa been 

separated f1·u111 the fold or silver by the holder of a 

licence or permit entitling him to mine for the sold or 

silver, unless the holder of such licence or permit 

purchases the metal frta the owoer of the land at an 

agreed price, or, if no agreement is reached, at a price 

stated in writing by the �ssion to be the net value 

of the metal after payina the cost of winning it, no 

deduction from such cost being made on a.ocount of gold or 

silver or both having been obtained together with the 

metal. 

(3) n.e owner of private lands, l[ranted·before the 

passing of the Mining Ordinance 1903, may, after 

obtaining a licence or permit under t�is Act, search and 

mine for and, when found, take and &\'.propri,it.e, any 

mineral therein or thereon containing aold or silver, or 

both, together with some other mineral 'in such prr:,:-'<)rtion 

that the gol.d or silver or both combined, obtainable from 

the mineral is or are not of greater value than the cost 

of obtaining it or them alone there1'rom: 

Provided that in that case the owner shall, if any 

gold or silver, or both, is or are extracted from the 

mineral, comply with any written law for the time being 

in force as to keeping a record of aold or silver 

obtained and as to the removal thereof and t.he payment of 

the royalty thereon, 

[No.20 

No. 3 of 1986 
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(4) No licence or pennit shall be aranted under 

this Act for- searchina or ainina for any mineral in any 

private land ar-anted be'ro11! the paasir_. of the Minini 

Ordinance 1903 in a Dinner that will prejudice the r-iahts 

of the owner of the land under- this section. 

( 5) Nothina in this section shall ai ve the owner 

or private lands any riaht to any .,r-ecious atones therein 

or thereon, 

9, No iI'Bllt of State lands IIIBde after the passing 

of the Mi..nina Ordinance, 1903, shall be deemP.d to have 

conferred, or to confer, upon the arantee Wl)' right to 

any miner-al whatsoever therein, and al l those mineral 

shall remain the absolute property of thE" St.8te. 

10, The Minister may by order clire<:;t U1nt 

pr-ospecting or minini for any mineral speci fiw therein 

shall be carried out throughout Guyana, or in ruty rir.eu 

specified in the order, only by th,. ·:·�vernment, by n 

public corporatibn, or by a corporate lx,dy in '-h1ch the 

controllina interest vests 
1
in the St.o.te or in ""·v ,,.1,·1H:. 

on behalf of the State. 
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11.(1) Subject to this section and the Regulations, 

nothing in this Act shall operate to prevent - 
Flight to take 
minerals in 
certain cases. 

(a) any person taking from land, in 

respect of which he is the lawful 

occupier, mineral substances or rocks, 

not being or containing any valuable 

mineral, for the purpose of 

construction of buildings; 

(b) the exercise under any written law of 

a right to take mineral substances or 

rocks, not being or containing any 

valuable mineral, for the purpose of 

building roads or for any other public 

purpose; or 

(c) the exercise of any powtr under 
'ot  

section 2/the Geological Survey Act. 

(:) Nothing in subsection (1) shall be deemed to 

authOrise any person to take any mineral from a mining 

area without the written. consent of the holder of the 

mining licence for the mining area. 

12.(1) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to 	 Exemptions 

the prospecting for or production of petroleum, and 

matters connected therewith, in respect of which 

provisions have been made by the Petroleum (Exploration 

and Production) Act 1986. 
No. 3 of 1986 

- Cap 89:02 

• 
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(2) The provisions of this Act; other than this 

Part and Parts I, X and XV, shall not apply t.o the 

quarryil'll of any quarriable mineral: 

Provided that 1..he Minister may by order direct that 

any provision of this Act specified therein shall apply 

t.o quarryin1 any quarriable mineral subject to any 

exceptions, adaptations, modif.icationa, qualifications or 

restrictions that may be specified therein. 

13. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the 

Coamission shall have the charee of, and act as guardian 

over, all aunerals in the lands of Guyana. 

14.(1) On and after the commencement of this Act -

(a) no person shall search or mine for any 

mineral in any land in Guyana except-

(i) Wlder and in l!IOCorclance with a 

licence or pennit era11ted by 

the Conuissicn under this Act; 

or 

(ii) under and in accordance with a 

licence, pennission to explore, 

concession, or any other 

rrospes.tin1 or mining right 

11:ranted under the Minins Act 

before the conmencement of this 

Act am aubsistin.c on such 

c011111encement; ftnd 
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(b) no person shall quarry any quarriable 

aimerill in any land in Guyana except - 

(1) under and in accordance with a quarry 

permit granted under this Act; or 

(ii) under and in accordance with a licence 

issued under the State Lands Act 

before the commencement of this Act 

and subsisting on such commencement: 

Provided that a person may search or mine for 

minerals, or quarry any querriable mineral in any land in 

Guyana, as an agent for the Commission acting in 

discharge of its functions under section 4 of the Guyana 

Geology and Mines Commission Act 1979, without any 

licence or permit referred to above. 

PART III 

PROSPECTING AND MINING ON LARGE SCALE 

(NAPIER I 

GENERAL 

15. (1) This Part shall apply to prospecting or 

mining for gold, precious stones or any other mineral on 

a large scale. 

(2) In this Part and Part IX "licence" means a 

prospecting licence or mining licence or both, as the 

context requires granted under this P►rt and the 

expression "licensee" shall be construed accordingly. 

16. (1) The Commission may, with the approval of the 

Minister, constitute by notification in the Casette any 

part of Guyana as a parcel for the purposes of this Part. 

Cap. 62:01 

No. 9 of 1978 

Applications of 
Pad and 
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(2) The area of a parcel ahall not be less tho.n

such area u -y be prescribed, 

(3) Any parcel shall be constituted in such a 

way that the whole of it falls in one mining district. 

17. ( 1) No licence shall be 1ranted to an

individual, unless he is a cl tizen of Gu)"Bna and an 

advlt, 

(2) No prospecting licence shall be 1ranted to a

body of persons unless it is -

(al a C0IIIJBllY within the meanina of the 

Cap. ea:01 Cani:anies Act; 

(bl a p!blic corporation; 

(c) a co-operative aociety re1istered

Cap. ea:o'I, under the Co-operative Societies Act; 

(d) any other corporate body incorporated

in or outside Guyana, including a

C0IIIJBllY established outside Gu,yana; or 

(el an,y oraanisatfon established by the 

Govema!llt or by or under any written 

law in operation in Guyana and 

authoriaed to carry on minina 

operations, 
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(3) No mining licence shall be granted to a body of 

persons unless it is - 

(a) a company within the meaning of the 

Companies Act; 

(b) a public corporation; 

(o) a co-operative society registered under the 

Co-operative Societies Act; 

(d) any other corporate body incorporated in 

Guyana; or 

(e) any organisation established by the 

Government or by Or under any written law 

in operation in Guyana havi authorised to 

carry on mining operations. 

(4) Any licence. may be granted to two or more persons 

associated together in any form of joint arrangement, if 

each one of them is not disqualified to hold that licence 

under any provision of this section. 

(5) Where at any time a licensee is constituted of two 

or more persons, the obligations to be observed and 

performed by the licensee under this Act shall be joint 

and several obligations, but without prejudice to any 

right of contribution which may exist between all or any 

of them. 

Cap. 8g:01 

Cap. 68:01 
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18, ( 1) A body corporate which is U1e holder of a 
, 

111.inin.c licence shall not, without the prior consent in 

writing of the Minister, -

(a) refister the transfer of any equity 

share or shares in the tx>dy corporl\te 

to any particular person or his 

nominee; or 

(b) enter into any agreement, arrangement, 

or understanding, (whether or not 

havinc lefal or equitable force) with 

any particular person, 

if the effect of doing so would be to five, in the case 

mentioned in paragraph (a), to thl? particular person or, 

in � case 111entioned in parograph (b), to the particular 

person or any other person, eot,trol of the body 

corp:irate. 

(2) On application duly lllllde to the Minister in 

writin& for his consent under this section, the Minister 

shall five his consent if he considers that the public 

interest 1,'0uld "1(>t be prejudiced by the change !:)f control 

of the body corporate, but shall othel"Wise refuse to 1ive 

his consent; and for the purpose of considerin& any such 

applicatiori the Minister 11111y call for and obtn.in such 

infor11&tion as he considers necessary to make a decision 

on the application. 
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(3} For the purposes of this section -

(a) a peraon ahall be deemed to have control of 

a bo'4l' corporate -

I\) it th<? per.son or his nomint:e holds, 

or the person and his nominee hold, a 

total of· twenty per cent or 1110re of 

the issued equity shares in the body 

cor,iorate; 

(U) if the person is entitled to appoint, 

or prevent the appointJnent of, half 

or more than hslf of the directors of 

the body corporate; or 

(iii) if the person is entitled to 

exerciae, or control the exerciBe of, 

the right to cast votes in respect of 

not less than two-fifth• of the total 

rnnber of votett in respect of the 

issued equity shares in the body 

corporate; 

(bl "equity share", in rel11.tion to a body 

corporate, -ans a share in the body 

corporate carryina voting rights in all 

circunstances at any general meeting of the 

body corporate, and includes a preference 

ahare, other than a preference sharet,,mich 

doea not have such voting right.a; 

[No. 20 
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(c) "preference share", in relation to a body 

corporate, ineans a aha.re which carries tile 

right to payment of a dividend of a fixed 

f!JIIOUnt, or not exceeding a fi> .. d amour.t, in 

priority to payment of a dividend on any 

other class or classes of shares, whether 

with or without other rights; a.nd 

(d) the reference in paragraph (a)( iii) to tile 

enti tl_,..t to control the exercise of tile

ri&ht to caat votes ehall include an 

entitlement to control the exercise of Ulat 

right directly or indirectly, a.nd includes 

control that is exercisable as a result of, 

or by JDelll\S of, tn.i.st.e, 

19. 1be Comniesion may, with the appr<:>val of the

Minister, enter into a mineral 114tl'(',¥ment (not 

inconsistent with this Act) with any person with respect 

to all or any of the following matt.era, namely -

(a) the irrant to that person or to any other 

person ( including any body corporate to be 

formed), identified in the agreement, of a 

licence; 

(b) the oooditiona to be included in U,e 

licence ae grant.ad or �newed; 
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( c) the procedure to be followed by the 

C-iuion while exercising any diacretiOQ 

oonferred upon it by or under this Act and 

the aanner in which the discretion ahall be 

exerciaed; 

(di any -tter incidental to or connected with 

the foncoina. 

20, An application l.n:ler this Act for the grant or 

renewal of a licence -

( a I s hall be -«le .in accordance with the 

Regulations; 

(bl shall be made in such form and shall state 

such particulars as may be prescribed; 

(cl shall be made to the Conm.ission; 

(d) may be withdrawn, before the licence is 

granted, by the applicant by giving notice 

of withdrawal to the Comnission; and 

(e) shall be accompanied by such fees as may be 

prescribed: 

21. The Conmission may, by notice served on an 

applicant for the grant or renewal of a .licence, require 

the applicant to do ei t.her or both of the following -

[No.20 
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(a) publish details of his application at the 

time or times, and in the 11111nner, sp,-ci ried 

in the notice; and. 

(b) •ive details ol i,111 application lo t.i11• 

persons, and in the manner, specific-din 

the notice. 

22. The Coamission may require an applicant for lhe 

grant or renewal of a licence to execute a bond, 

satisfactory to the Cormiission, for Llle perfonnru,r,: nnd 

the observance by the applicant of the condi lions of thG 

licence, upon &rant or rene..,al thereof, or to ma.he 

&rt'al'IJl:efflents, satisfactory to the Corrrnission, for lhe 

execution of such a bond. 

23. ( l) The Coarnission shall cause an nppl icru;L for 

th? &rant or renewal of a licence to be noti fi cd of t.he 

decision on the application giving, where it is proposed 

to !(rant or renew the licence, det.ai ls of U;P ,:midi tions 

subject to which the licence shal 1 bl.· grnntrd c>r renewed. 

(2). \ohere an applicnnt for tJw 1inu11 or· r,·nPhnl 

of a lioenoe -



31 

A.D. 1989] 	 THE MINING ACT 	 [No. 20 

(a) notifies the Commission, in writing, within 

a period of sixty days of the date of the 

notification under subsection (1). or 

within such further period as the 

Commission, with the approval of the 

Minister, may allow, that he accepts the 

conditions of the grant or renewal of the 

licence, the Commission shall cause the 

licence to be issued or renewed on those 

conditions; or 

(b) fails so to notify'the Commission within 

the aforesaid period, or further period as 

the Commission may allow with the approval 

of the Minister, the application shall 

lapse. 

24.(1) The Commission may, by notice served on an 

applicant for the grant or renewal of a licence, require 

the applicant to furnish to the Commission in writing, 

within such reasonable time as is specified in the 

notice, - 

(a) such further information relevant to 

the application as may be specified 

in the notice; and 

Power of 
Commission to 
obtain informa-
tion from appli-
cant for licence. 



32 

No. 20] 	 LA WS OF GUYANA 	 [A.D. 1989 

(b) if the applicant, or any of the 

applicants, is a body corporate, such 

information as may be specified in 

the notice to enable the Commission 

to ascertain to what extent. the 

controlling power (whether directly 

or indirectly) in the direction of 

the affairs of the body corporate is 

vested in a corporation, or an 

individual or individuals, resident 

outside Guyana. 

(2) Where an applicant for the grant or renewal of 

a licence fails to comply with the requirements of a 

notice served on him under subsection (1), within the 

time specified therein for that purpose, the application 

shall lapse. 

(3) To enable it to make a decision on an 

application for the grant or renewal of a licence, the 

Commission may- 

(a) carry out, or cause to be carried out, such 

investigations, negotiations or 

consultations, as the Commission considers 

necessary; and 
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(b) by notice served on the applicant require

the applicant to furnish to the C<mmission,

within such reasonable time aa la specified

in the notiCf", with such proposals, by teY

of alteration,_aa the Conlniaaion specifies 

in the notioe, 

25, (.1 ) A licence shall be in aocordance with such 

fom aa inay be prescribed, 

(2) The Coanission shall, as BOOn as may be

practicable after a licence has been aranted or renewed, 

cause notice of that .fact to be published in the Oazette 

st.attn, the name of the licensee and the location and 

description of the parcel in t>eapect of which the licence 

has been iranted. 

26.(1) Any parcel in respect of wMch a licence with 

respect to any mineral is eranted ah"11 not inch.de any 

area which ia subject to -

(a) a pl'OSpectin, pemi{� claim licence, minin,

pemit or special minin, P.9nut; or

(b) a quarry licence, wileaa the Caaiaaion is

.. tiafied that tn..-.Xerciae of rilhta under

the licence proposed to be sranted would

not substantially prejudice the carryin,

out of operations Wider the qm.rry licence. 

[No. 20 
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( 2) A licence with respect to any mineral she.11 

not be &ranted to an applicant in respect of any parcel 

which is subject to another licence with respect to the 

same mineral, but licences with respect to different 

minerals ll8Y be &iven to different persons in relation to 

the whole or part of the same parcel: 

Provided that the holder of tile licence in 

respect of a different mineral shall not interfere with 

the work.inas in actual use of the licensee already in 

occupation, and shall not be entitled to acquire any 

mining tenement in or upon the land held by the prior 

licensee except at a distance beyond five hundred metres 

or such distance as may be specified by the Cormiission 

frcm those workings or from the crushing, smelting or 

other works, being the property of the prior licensee. 

27. Nothing in this Act shall be construed -

(a) where the doing of any act is prohibited by 

any other written lRw, as authorising a 

licensee to do iliat act; or 

(bl where the doing of the act is re1CUlated by 

any other written law, as authorising a 

licensee to do iliat act -

( i) without first obt.aining any authority 

(howeover described) required under 

that writt.e!:} law for the doing of the 

act; and 
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(ii) othe""cde than in �rdance with that 

written law and any authority referred 

to in aubpa�raph (i), 

28, ( 1) Where any area which is subject to a 

prospecting pel'lllit, clai.a licence; mining perm.it, or 

special.nli.nina permit, in respect of 1old is contiauc,us 

to, or is surrounded by, any parcel which is subject to a 

licence with respect to a:old, the licensee IIBY with the 

pennission. of the Coamission buy the ria:hts of the person 

holding the prospecting perm.it, claim licence, m.inina 

permit or special mining permit on such tent1S as IMY be 

&.&reed to between the �er and the seller, 

(2) The Corrmission shall not a:ive ,the approval

referred to in subsection (l) unless it is sstisfied that 

the terms of purchase agreed to by the licensee and the 

holder of the prospcctina pe.r,uit, claim licence, mining 

permit or special mining pennit are fair and just so far 

as the latter is concerned. 

CHAPTER 2 

PROSPECTING LI� 

29, (1) Subject to this Act, any person 11111.y mnke an 

application for the a:rant of a prospectina: licence in 

respect of any pa.reel or pa.reels. 

( 2) Without prejudice to the provisions of 

subsl:!ction ( 1), the Coamission may. by notice published 

in the Gazette, and in at least one newspaper having 

circulation in Guyana -

[No. 20 
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(a) invite applications for the arant of a 

prospecting licence in respect of any 

parcel or pu-cels specified in the notice; 

(b) specify the period within which the 

application may be mede; and 

(c) specify tile condi·tions subject to which the 

application may be IIIBde. 

3Q,(1) Subject to this Act, on application duly 

lllBde, the Camlission may, with the approval of the 

Minister, irrant on such conditions as it determines, or 

refuse to grant, a prospecting licence in respect of any 

pa.reel or pa.reels, 

(2) No prospecting licenc-� witlt respect to any 

mineral shall be granted to an applicant unless the 

Conmission is satisfied that -

(a) the applicant ha.a adequate financial 

resources, technical competence and 
/ 

experience to carry OD effective 

prospecting operations with respect to that 

lllineral; 

(b) his proanwne of prospertina operations is 

adequate; and 
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(c) his proposals for the employment and 

trainina or citizens or Guyana are 

satisfactory, or, if the Carniission is not 

so satisfied, in the opinion or the 

Cannission there are special cil"Cl.lDStances 

which Justify the •rsntina or the 

prospectin, licence and the Minister 

•approves or the trrant thereof to the 

applicant. 

31. ( l) A prospectina licence -

(a) shall

( i) state the date or the •rant or 

the licence; 

(ii) identify the parcel or parcela 

to which the licence rel6tee; 

(iii) identify the mineral to which 

the licence relates; and 

(iv) state the coqditions S\.lbject to 

which the licence is f?',lnted, 

incli.dilli conditions necessary 

to five effect to any mineral

&areement entered into by th• 

applicant for the lioende; and 

[No. 20 1 
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(b) 11111)' contain such other -tt.ens aa t1le 

Coami.ssion -.y, with the approval of the 

Minister, detenlli.ne for the purposes of 

subsection (2) or (3) or for any ot.her 

purr;,ose of t.his Act, 

( 2) There -.y be included in a prospecting licence 

provision wit.h respect to t.he exercise by t.he State, or 

any agency of t.he State identified in t.h� licence, of an 

option to acquire on stipulated terms, or on ternis to be 

agreed, an interest in any venture for t.he mining of 

minerals which may be carried on in any parcel or parcels 

to which t.he licence relates. 

(3) The Colm!ission may specify in a prospecting 

licence an initial period not exceeding six mont.hs as the 

preparation period to enable the licensee to make t.he 

necessary preparation to carry on prospecting operations. 

(4) In t.his section "agency of t.he St.ate" includes 

any public corporation or BllY ot.her corporate body owned 

or controlled by t.he State or established by or W"lder any 

written law. 

32.(1) A prospecting licence, while it remains in 

force, confers on t.he licensee, subject to this Act 8lld 

to the conditiONI specified in the licence or to which 

the licence is otherwise subject, the exclusive right to 

explore for any mineral in respect of which the licence 

is granted, and tlie richt to carry on such operations ard 

execute such works as are necessary for that purpose, in 

the prospecting area to which the licence relates. 
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(2) Where in the course of the exercise, by the 

·holder of a proapecti.nl licence in respect of any 

aineral, of hie riahta lrlder the licence he diacovera 

evidence indicati� the existence of any other mineral in 

the prospectinl c.rea to which the aforesaid licence 

relates., and -

(a) the proapecti� licence does not relate to 

IIUCh other mineral; and 

(b) no prospecti.nl licence, covering the whole

or part of the same area for prospecting or

aini..ng for the other mineral has been

granted to lll\Y other person, 

then, the holder of the aforesaid prospecting licence may 

apply to the Conwnission for the inclusion in his 

prospecting licence of the other mineral. 

(3) The Comnission, upon awlic.ation made to it 

pursuant to subsection ( 2) , and with the �pproval of the 

Minister, may approve in writing the application, and 

with effect from the date of such approval, the licence 

shall be deemed to include the other mineral referred to 

in subsection (2). 

( 4) The Conn.ission shall not approve any application 

l.R!er subsection ( 2) unless the applicant makes such 

alterations to his pro11:ramne of prospecting operations as 

are reasonably necessary to cover adequately the 

prospecting for the other mineral. 

[No. 20 
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31, ( 1) Subj«:t to thia Act, a person who holds a 

proapecting licence may apply, in accordance with the 

Rell.llations, for the renewal of the licence, wt such 

application ahall be -1e not 110re than twice. 

(2) Subject to a mineral �reemen�, the n1..111ber of 

parcela, in rvai-ct of which an application for the 

i-enewal. of a proapectina: licence may be made shall not 

exceed the nlllftber which is one-half in total of the 

m.aber of pi.rcelil in respect of which -

(a) the prospecting licence waa granted, where 

the application is for the first renewal of 

the licence; nr 

(-b) the prospecting licence was first renewed, 

where the application i!t for the second 

rene1-e.l of the licence, 

(3) In deterainin,, for th� purpoaea of this 

nction, the n\.ftber of parcels in respect of wh.;.dl a 

proapectin, licence _. •ranted or first ren..�--1, there 

.n&J.l not be taken into account &.nj� discovery pa.reel 

e*lluded fN:JM •he prospectiri,; area J,W"Suant to section 

40(3) or 41 ( 1) and .UI)" diacovery parcel aubaiatin, in the 

111oepecU111, area •t \he date on which the application for 
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( 4) The pu"Cels in respect of which an 

application for the renewal of a prospectin( licence is 

� I.Wider subsection ( 11 ahall, subject to a 111ineral 

agreement, be such as to ensure that they co119titute a 

contiiU<)US area. 

34. ( 1) Subject to subsection ( 2) , un application 

duly mde ,mtier section 33 for the renewal of a 

prospectina: licence, the Ccmlliaaion shall arant a �l 

of the licence on such oondi tions as are necessary to 

sive effect to the application ard the requirements of 

this Act, for such period, not exceedil'\I one year on each 

occasion, as m.y be specified by the Camlission: 

Provided that, subj�t to a mineral a,reement, a 

proapectina: licence shall not be � -

(a) in respect of such m.&ober of parcels 

as is in excess of the r,U11ber in

respect of which an application for

renewal of a prospect.il'\I licence mav

be-made \a'lder section 33(2); or

(b) in respect of parcels 1.tiich do not 

constitute • contiiuc>us area. 

(2) Subject to subeection (3), the ec-ission 

shall _refuse to •rant a rene..l of a pl"OSpectil'\I licence 

if the licensee ia in default W'll_ess the Ccmllission, with 

the approval of the Minister, considers that special 

ci�tances exist which justify the arantins of the 

renewal notwi thstandil'll the default. 

[No.20 
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(3) � Comniasion ahall not refuse, under 

aubaection (2), to arant the renewal or a prospectina 

licence on application beina duly imde therefor under 

section 33 -

(a) without l(ivinil to the applicant a notice

or ita intention to do so -

(i) statina the particul.artl of the around 

for the intended refusal; and 

(ii) apecifyina a reasonable time within 

which the applicant may take

appropriate action for remedying the

default or lllllke representations in

relation to the default; or 

(b) if the applicant, within the time specified 

therefor in the notice, ha.a remedied the 

default or, where the default cannot be 

remedied, peid to the Colllnission, in

respe<::t thereof, adequate compensation, or

ha.a made rep resentation in relation to the

default and the Conmission is satisfied 

either that there is no default or that

there are adequate reasons for the failure

on the part of the applicant to remedy the

default.

[A.D. 198�. 
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35,(1) Subject to the other provisions of this 

section, a proapectina licence, unleae sooner determined 

by surrender or =ellation under this Act, shall by 

virtue of this subsection continue in force -

(a) for any preparation period specified in the 

licence pursuant to section 31(3); 

(b) for the period stipulated in the licence, 

not exceecl.inir three years next after the 

date of the irrant of the lioenoe or, if 

there ia a preparation period, next after 

the expiry of that period; 

(c) /or- any period, not exceeding one year on 

each occasion, for which the licence ia

renewed pursuant to section '.'4; and 

(d) for any period added puniuant to section 

53(3) to the tena of the licerice. 

(2) Where a prospectinat licence wouH. otherwise cease 

to be in force, then, by virtue of this subsection, the 

licence shall, unless sooner detennined by surrender or 

cancellation under this Act., continue in force in respect 

of any parcel to which the licence relates, if an 

application has been duly lllllde for the 1rant of -

(a) a renewal of the prospectinar licence in 

relation t.o that. parcel; or

[No.'20 
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(b) a mining licence in relation to that 

parcel, 

until the application is finally dealt with by the 

renewal of, or refusal to renew, the prospecting licence, 

or, as the case may be, by the grant of, or refusal to 

grant, the mining licence, or until the application 

lapses. 

(3) Where a prospecting licence would otherwise cease 

to be in force in respect of any parcel or parcels, to 

which the licence relates and wherein any mineral has 

been discovered, then, by virtue of this subsection, the 

licence shall, unless sooner determined by surrender or 

cancellation under this Act, continue in force in respect 

of the said parcel or parcels until a notice is served 

pursuant to section 40(1), or until the expiry of the 

period of thirty days referred to in that section, 

whichever first occurs. 

(4) Where a notice given under section 40(1) states 

that a discovery of minerals in any parcel or parcels in 

a prospecting area is, in the opinion of the licensee, of 

potential commercial interest and the prospecting licence 

relating to the said parcel or parcels would otherwise 

cease to be in force, then, by virtue of this subsection, 

the licence_shall unless sooner determined by surrender 

or cancellation under this Act, continue in force in 

respect of the aforesaid parcel or parcels until the expir/ 

of- 
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(a) the period of one year specified in section 

40(2); and 

(b) llll7 further period allowed by the 

ec-iuion I.alder the proviE:, to section 

40(2). 

36,(1) Subject to sublections (3) and (4), the 

holder of a proepectinl licence shall, in or in relation 

to the prospecting area, aeet. the requirements, with 

respect to '«>rk and expend.i ture, -

(a) stipulated in the licence; and 

(b) of each profl"8111De sutnitted pursuant to 

subsection ( 2) . 

(2) The applicant for a prospecting licence, 

shall prior to the grant of the licence to him, subnit to 

the Conrnission in detail an adequate progranne with 

respect to work and expenditure to be carried out or 

incurred in the first year of the term of the prospecting 

licence and where such applicant rails to do so, the 

application for the prospecting licence aha.ll be deeaed 

to have lapsed. 

( 3) The holder of a prospectinar licence shall 

not later than t'-0 months before ·the anniversary in any 

year of the date of the 1rant of the licence, subuit to 

the C',annission in detail an adequate prolfr&llllle with 

respect to '«>rk and expenditure to be carried out or 

incurred in the year or the tenn or the -id licence 

innediately followina the anniversary concerned. 

[No.20 
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(41 The Coan.iaaion -,., with the approval of the 

Minister and on application -1e to it in writini by the 

holder of a proapectini licence, by ina.tn.ment in wri tini 

amend "r auapend any obli&ation arisini lrder aubeection 

(1), either conditionally or 161COnditiona.lly. 

(5) The holder of a proapect1111( licence IIBY, for 

l(ood cause, amend the details of any pI'Ol(l"8llllle of work 

and expenditure which he is required under subsection 

(l)(b) to rarry out or incur: 

Provided that -

(a) the licensee ahall forthwith l(ive notice in

wri tifll to the Coamission of any such 

amendment, l(ivini in the notice the details 

of, and the reason for, the amendment; and 

(b) no such amendment shall have effect 110 as 

to reduce the •ininlun requirements of the

overall prol(raane of work and expenditure

to be carried out or incurred durifll the

tenn of the prospectifll licence. 

(6) 1,ihere the holder of a prospectini licence 

fails to carry out any part of the requirement with 

respect ·to work and expenditure stipulated in the 

prospectinc licence, pr each prol(� sul:nitted by him 

pursuant to subsection 12) or (3), then, without 
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preju:lice to any oth�r ri,cht which -Y be invoked by the 

Conmission in respect of that failure, the relevant 

provision tf the licence (if any) shall apply for the 

purpose of detenninill.( the liquidated dama,cea payable to 

the State by the licensee on account of such failure. 

(7) nie requirement in subsection (2) or (3) with 

respect to an adequate prognurme with respect to work and 

expenditure shall be deemed to have been met in any case 

where the progranme subni t ted pursU1111 t to either of those 

subsections is consistent with the requirements (if any) 

with respect to WQrk and experdi ture contained in a 

mineral agreement. 

( 8) For the purposes of subsection ( 3) , where any 

preparation period is specified in a prospectill.( licence 

pursuant to section 31(3), the aate of the irrant of the 

licence shall be deemed to be the date i.11111ediately 

following the expiration of that period. 

37.(1) Subject to subsection (2), the holder of a 

prospecting licence 111ay at any time when the licence is 

in force, by givill.( to the �ssion not -less than three 

11011ths previous notice of his intention to do so, 

relinquish the whole or part of any pa.reel in the 

prospecting area identified in the notice. 

[No. 20 
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( 2) Tht= area subject to a prospectina licence 

rel.:.nquiahed under subsection ( 1) ahall not in the 

�te be leas than ten per cent of the proapectina 

area covered by the licence in the first year, tiaent)' r,er 

oent of that. area in the second year, and fifty per cent 

of that area in the remainirlli period, of the tenn of the 

licence, so however that the area after such 

relinquishment shall in no case be less than five hundred 

hectares or such other area as may be prescribed, 

(3) In com?Jtina the term of a licence for the

purposes of subsection (2), any preparation period 

specified in a prospectina licence ?Jrsuant to section 

31(3), of the ,rant shall be excluded. 

(4) Any relinquishment ?Jrsuant to subsection

( 1) shall be without prejudice to an)' obliption incurred

b,. the holder of the proapectina licence in respect of 

the area relinquished, pr!or to the date of the 

relinqui&twent. 

(5) Subject to a ai.neral aareement, any area

relinquished Wider aubaection (l) ahall, Ulless the 

Camliaaion, with the approval of the Minister, otherwise 

directs. be such as to ensure that the naainina 

proapectinl area oonatitutea a ainlle .area or not more 

than three diacret.e �, 

( 6) Where \Dier this section 8117 area is

relinquiahed, thml, the pn,apectin, licence conc:emed 

ah&ll OMN to have effect. rra the date of the 

re�inqui�t with Napect. to that. area, 



49 

A.D. 1989] THE MINING ACT 

38. ��ere a mining licence is granted, in respect of

any parcel or parcels or pert thereof in a prospectin, 

area, to the holdP.r of ,. pro,.rx�ti nit licence in relation 

to that area, thP. aforesaid parcel or parcels or part 

thereof shall cease to be pa.rt of the pros·pecting area 

covered by that prospecting licence. 

CHAPIT.R 3 

STEPS AFTER DISCOYrnY OF MINERAL 

39.(1) Where a discovery of any mineral of an 

anomalous occurrence is INlde in a prospectin, area, the 

licensee in relation to that area-

(a) shall -

(i) forthwith inform thP. C011111ission of

the discovery;

(ii) within a period of thirty days

from the date of t,he discovery,

furnish to the Conlllisston particulars 

in writing of the discovery; and

(iii) where the mineral discovered is one

to which his licence relates,

promptly COlll!lence a detailed

progranme of evaluation in respect of

the discovery and as soon as the

evaluation is completed forthwith

subnit to the Conwnission a

comprehensive report of the

findings; $Id

[No. 20 
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(b) ah&ll, subject to eubaection (3),

�Uy take all etepa that are 

reaaonable in the circu.tlulct!s 

relatin# to the cli1100very to 

._rtain the Q\.Blti ty or �.he aineral 

to which the diaoovecy relates. 

(2) Where an anoualoua occurrence of a mineral, 

to which a prospect.in( licence relates, has been 

discovered in the prospect.in( area covered by that 

licence, the Comni.ssion may, from time to time, by notice 

in WI itin., served on the licensee, direct the licensee to 

furnish to it, within the pericxi specified in the notice 

particulars in writin., of -

(a) the chancter of the mineralisation; 

(b) the stratigraphic position and depth 

of the discovery; and 

(c) any other matters relating to the 

discovery that are specified by the 

·eon.nission in the notice: 

Provided that no such direction shall be &iven 

after the licensee has served on the Conmission a notice 

under sect ion -iO( l l lhat. the discovery is not of 

cofTVTlercinl intercs t. 
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(3) The ec-1-1on •Y, with the approval ot the 

Hinlater, by inat�t in Wl'i Una, exenipt. wholly or 

partlr, trca the requi�t ot aubaectlon (1) (b), an:, 

licenaee to Ml0a that aubaectlon appliea, either 

I.WIC0lldltionally or aubject to auch cond.ltlona - are 

apecified in the inatrunent ot exemption, 

( 4 l A penon to whoa a direction la Ii ven Wider 

wbaection ( 2) and who tail• or refuaea tb ccapl:, with 

the direction aha.11, on Slmll&rl' conviction, be liable to, 

a fine of ten tlwlmand dollara and impri�t tor two 

yean. 

40,{1) Where a mineral to which a licence relatH · 

hu been diBCOVered in a prospectlna area covered by that 

licence and the licensee has, punl\ant to aectlon 

39(1)(a)(iii), aulnitted to the ec-i aalon evaluated teat 

resulta in reapc.ct of the discover:,, the licensee ahall, 

within thirty days of the date or aubai.aaion ot the 

evaluated results, serve on the Commiaaion a notice 

statina that the discovery is, or, as the caae -Y be, la 

not, in the opinion of the licenaee, of potential 

�rcial interest. 

( 2) 11here a notice served Wider aubaection (1 ) 

states that ,the discovery of a llineral in any proepectina 

area is, in the opinion of the licensee, ot potential 

�rcial interest, the licensee my, mless the 1,icence 

is sooner detenained by surrender or cancellation lftier 

[No�20· 

Oloc:ove,y rA 
mineral rA 
polllntlal 
commercial 
i-



52 

No. 201 	 LAWS OF GUYANA 	 [A.D. 1989 

this Act, within a period of one year after the date on 

which such notice is so served, apply under section 43(1) 

for the grant of a mining licence in respect of the 

discovery parcel or parcels in the prospecting area or in 

respect of any part thereof: 

Previded that the Commission, with the approval of 

the Minister and on application in that behalf made by 

the licensee may, if there are reasonable grounds for 

doing so, by instrument in writing, allow the licensee 

such further time, which it considers reasonable in the 

circumstances of the case, to apply for the grant of a 

mining licence. 

(3) Where in any case to which subsection (2) 

applies, the holder of a prospecting licence fails within 

the period specified in that subsection, or within such 

further period as the Commission may allow under the 

proviso thereto, to apply for a mining licence in respect 

of the whole or part of the discovery parcel or parcels, 

in the prospecting area covered by that licence, the 

Commission may, if the prospecting licence is then in 

force in respect of the discovery parcel or parcels, by 

notice served on the licensee, direct that the licence 

shall cease to have effect in respect of the whole or 

part, as the case may be, of the discovery parcel or 
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parcels with effect fraa the date specified therein and 

thereupon the licence ahall cease to have effect with 

effect frma the date 80 apecified in respect of the whole 

or part, u the caae ilav be, of auch diBCOveey parcel or 

)!lll"OelB • 

41. ( 1) llbere a notice aerved under section 40( 1)

ltatee that the clieoover,r of a mineral in any diBCOver,­

Jal'081 or- paroela in a )ll'Oepectina area is not, in the 

apiaian el the liNnaee, of p,tential 0011111ercial 

(a) aubJect to subsection (2), the

c.c..iuion .. Y, if the proapectina

licence ia then in force in respect

of the aforesaid diBCOvery ,-reel or

paroela, within a period of twelve

1101'\ths f1'01D the date on which the

aaid notice ia served qn it, direct

by notice in wri tina served on the

licensee that the licence ahall oeaae

to have of feet with respect to auch

diacover,r parcel or parcels with

effect frca the date specified

therein,· and thereupx, the licence 

ahal'.l ceue to hawi eff'°t in respect

of the aforeuJ.d diBCOVery parcel or

�la with effect frca the date ao

apeci fied.; and

[No.20 
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(b) durina the aforesaid period of twelve 

11110nths, notwithstandina that durina that

period the Coaniasion has not, pursuant to 

parqraph (a), directed that the licence

shall cease to have effect in respect of 

the aforesaid discovery parcel or parcels, 

and durin& any period thereafter, section 

39(1)(b) and (2) shall not apply in respect 

of the discovery, and any direction aiven 

under section 39(2) before the connencemt..>nt 

of the aforesaid period of twelve months in 

respect of the discovery and not carriro 

out before such commencement shall cease to 

have effect. 

(2) '11le Callllission shall not live a direction under 

subsection ( 1) (a) unless -

(a) it has liven to the licensee a notice of

its intention to do ao; 

(b) it has specified in that notice a 

reasonable ti.Jne within which the licensee 

-:r make representation with respect to 

that notice; and. 

(c) on evidence available to it and after 

t.akinl into ISCCO\mt any representation made 

by the licensee, it corisiders that the 

discovery is not of potential connercial 

interest. 
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42, (1) lihere the holder of a proapectina licence hu 

served, tmer section 40( 1), a notice on the Cmaiaaion 

at.ati.na that a diaoovel'7 of a mineral in an7 parcel or 

parcels covered by the licence ia, in the opinion ot the 

licensee, ot potential ocaaercial interest, the 

ec-iu_lan my- by notice aerved on the licensee direct 

the licenaee t.o carry out, within a period apecitied in 

the notice, beina not leas than one :,ear, such 

inveati,ationa and atuiiea as the ComniBBion C0N1idera 

appropriate tor the purpoee ot aaaeaina the feaaibilit7 

ot the conatn.action, establishment and operation of an 

indl.mtry for the llinin8 ot such mineral in the aid 

parcel or parcel• ooncemed and the licensee ahall--cmply 

with the directt.on. 

(2) 'l'he licensee ahall f\m\iah to the ec..iuion

aucb reporta, analyai• and data reaul t tac trca the 

lnvesti,ationa and atudiea carried out \Dier thia section 

u the ec-tuion, by notice aerwd on the licensee, a&Y' 

require. 

43.(1) 'l'he holder of a pn,apectinl llcenoe �. 

witMn tile period of one ,-r apecified ln aect.ion 40(2) 

or wit.lain ad& f\rther period aa .,. be all.Olllld bJ' the 

Caalalon � the proviao t.hent.o, applJ' lftler thia 

• ...,uon for the ,rant of a aininl Ucmce ln l'MJ*)t

of 111T �- parcel or pan:ela in the proapaotinl

Investigations 
and studies. 

[No.20 
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area covered by that licence, or in respect of any part 

thereof, whkh followina appraisal, can be shown to 

contain MT mineral to which the licence relates. 

(2) Any person, (W)twithata.ndir1' t,hat he does not

hold a prospectini licence in respect of any pa.reel or 

pa.reels, 11111.7, on the Callllission beir1' satisfied on data 

supplied by that person or ot,Jlerwise that a mineral is 

located therein, apply urner this subsection for the 

grant of a m.ining licence 1n respect of that pa.reel or 

parcels. 

(3) An application under subsection (1) or (2) -

(a) shall be aade to the Calln.ission;

(b) shall be aoccwq:,anied by such reports,

analysis and data result1"" fI"Olll the

investiptions and studies carried out

under section 42 or otherwise;

(c) shall be accaapanied by detailed

proposals by thP ,-pplicant for the

oonst.ruction, esf.ablillMll!lnt and

operation of all facilitiea and

aervicee for and incidental to the

recovery, proce-i.q, stora&e and

tranaport.ation of the ilineral frca the

proposed. aipinl area: and

Cd) ahal.l:be._,.....,..n1ec1 bJr such other 

put.lculan u � be preacribett. 
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44,(1) Subj1110t to section 45, -

(a) where an application is duly lll8de

under section 43(1) by the holder of a

prospecti!lil licence, the Coumission

shall grunt the minin, licence applied

for on such conditions as are

necessary to 1ive effect to the

application w,,t Uie rcquircmc.:nls of

this Act; and

(b) where an application is duly made

under section 43 ( 2) , the Camisaion

IIIBY arrant, on such.oondiUons as it

detenn.ines, or refuse to arrant, the

aiini....S 1 icenr.,. applied for, 

(2) Conditions necesaary to 1ive effect to a 

mineral -.reement entered into by the appliqant for a 

licence shall be included in any licence 1ranted to .the 

applicant under sabsection \ 1) • 

(3) The holder of a mini....S licence llhall ·• 

(a) subject to section 45, carry on llininl

and developnerit operations and

caanence production in accordance witi1

his pro1ruae of llinin, operations: 

[No. 20 
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(b) demarcate and keep d-.rcated, in the

aanner pre110ribed by or determined in

accordance with, the Regulations, the

ainin, area; and 

(o) notify the Coanission when he coomences 

ainin, operations for profit.

45. The Coallliasion ma.;y with the approval of the

Hiniater and on application IIBde to it by the holder of a, 

aini.n.l licence, by inatrunent in writi�, amerx.4 or 

auapend Ar')' obli,ation ariai� purauont to section 

44(3)(a), either conditionally or unconditionally. 

46.(1) A ainin, licence in --espect of any mineral 

ahall not be aranted to an applic;.:nt .herefor unless the 

ec-iaaion la aatisfied that -

(a) the proposal• of the applicant would ensure

the 1110at efficient and optimal use of the 

aineral reaourcea concerned;

(b) tbe applicant .... adequate financial 

......,.. anrl t&lhnical. and irdl.wtrial 

� and -,.rieni::e to carry an 

•f�va. � ,osaerat.iona;
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(c) the applicant is able and willing to 

comply with the conditions on which the 

lidence is proposed to be granted; 

(d) the applicant's proposals for the 

employment and training of citizens of 

Guyana are satisfactory; 

(e) the applicant's proposals with respect to 

the procurement of goods and services 

obtainable within Guyana are 

satisfactory; 

(f) the exercise of any option given to" the 

State under iection 31(2) has been 

completed or arrangements have been made 

for that purpose; and 

(g) if the applicant is in default, special 

circumstances exist which justify the 

granting of the licence notwithstanding 

the default. 

(2) The Commission shall not refuse an application 

under section 43(1) for the grant of a mining licence 

unless - 
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(a) it has aiven the applicant a notice statinr: 

the particule.rs of the around of the

intended refusal, and also stating a 

rensonable date within which -

(i) the applicant may make representation 

in res1.ect of the arolD1d so staled; or 

(ii) where lhe appli=t is in default or 

the proposals made by hiJII require 

amendment, the applicant may remedy 

the default or amerd the proposals; 

and 

(b) the applicant has not, within the date so 

ai:,ecified, -

(i) made any representation or otherwise 

dealt satisfactorily with thP llllltter� 

referred to in the notice; or

( ii ) in the case referred to ·1n paragraph 

(a)(ii.), remedied the default or 

suitably 11111er0:ied the proposals. 

(3) lolhere any land is subject to more than one 

proapecti"' licence, a mini"' licence ahal l not be 

ara,it.ed to an applicant tnlesa -
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(a) the applicant's pros pectin, licence relates 

to the mineral for which the IDi.nin, licence 

ia applied for; 

(b) the mineral to be mined is not covered by 

any prospectin, licence r.-anted to a person 

other than the applicant; and 

(c) the Carmission, with the approval of the

Minister, is satisfied that -

( i) the minin, li= ahall be aranted 

in the puLlic interest; and 

(ii) the rights of the holder of any other 

prospecting licence in respect of the 

land concerned would not be 

substantially prejudiced by the arant 

of the minina licence. 

47,(1) A mining licence -

(a) shall -

(i) state the date of the ,rant of the 

licence and the period for which it 

is iranted; 

(ii) specify the parcel or parcels to 

which the licence relates;

(iii) specify the mineral to which the

licence relates; and 

(iv) state the,conditions subject to which 

the licence is 1ranted; and 

Contents of 

mining licence. 

[No.20 
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(b) � contain auch other -ttera u the

Ccmmiasion al)' detenaine for the purpoaee

of subsection ( 2) or ( 3) or for IUl7 other

purpose of thia Act,

(2) There may be included in a mining licence

condi th>na with respect to the duty of the licensee to 

supply mineral•, to the extent specified in the licence, 

to meet the requirements of OJ.yana. 

(3) There may be included in a mining licence

oonditiona with respect to the proce!l"!Jing, disposal or 

sale of m.inerala which may be mined, 

48, ( 1) A mining licence, while it remains in force, 

confers on the licensee, subject to this Act and the 

conditioru. specified in the licence or to which the 

licence is othen1ise subject, exclusive rights -

(a) to carry on prospecting and minir;ia

operations in the mining area in respect �

the mineral specified i11 the mining

licence;

( b) aubject to, and in accordance with the

No. 1 of 1981. Guyana Gold Board Act 1981 in the case of

1old, to dispose of any mineral rf'Covered

or to stack or dunp any minernl or any

waste product resulting from U,e mining

operation, in a manner approved by the

Conrnission; and
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(c) to carry on such operations and execute

auch works as a.re necessary for or in

connection with any matter referred to in

puaaraph (a) or (b).

(2) Subject. to the provisions of subsections (3),

(4) an:1•(5), the holder of a mini� licence shall not

intentionally carry on prospecti� or mini� operations 

for a mineral, unless it. i.s a lllineral t.o which his 

licence relates • 

. (3) Where, in the course of the e.xercise of his 

rifhts under a mini� licence irant.ed to him, the holder 

thereof discovers any mineral, not specified in the 

licence, he-

(a) shall, within a period of thirty da)"S

aft.er the discovery, five to the

Conmission a notice statina -

( i) the discovery;

( ii ) particulars of the mineral 

discovered; and 

(iii) the cil"C\IIISt.snces in which the

discovery wa9 made; and

(b) may request the Comnission to five its

approval to the mini� of the mineral in

accordance with such profranwne of 11in�

operations to be stated 'i:n the notice

[No. 20 
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referred to in paragraph (a) or in a 

further notice lliven within such period cf 

time as the Cannission, with the approval 

oft.he l'tinister, lllllY allow, 

(4) The Conmission IIIBY, wit.h t.he approval of the 

Minister and upon a request made to it pursuant to 

subsection ( 3) (b), approve in writing -

(a) the request as made for t.he mining of tht' 

mineral discovered; or 

(b) the request as amended by it and as may be 

agreed to by the holder of the licence. 

(5) The approval given under subsection (4) shall 

fonn part of t.he mining licence referred to in subsection 

(3). 

49, The holder of a mining licence may apply, in 

accordance wi t.h the Regulations, for t.he rene•:al of the 

licence, 

50.(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), on 

application duly made under section 49 for tne renewal of 

a mining licence, the Corrrnission m:1.y, with t.he approval 

of the Minister, grant a renewal of t.he licence on such 

conditions as it t.hinlis fit, or refuse to grant a 

rene1-,al. 
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(2) 'lbe �anan ••11 refuae to srant a

,...i of a llinins lloani» lf the licensee 1a in 

dafault, 1n1 .... the ec..t-ion conaidera that apeclal 

cil'Qlataloltl exist lolhich Juatify the srantina of the 

l'WIIIWal notwi thatani:IJN tbe default. 

(3) 'Jbe period for lolh1ch a ai.nin& lilcenoe my be

r....s ahall not exceed Mven ,-.ra. 

11,(1) A ainin, U.cence, inleu aooner detel'llined by 

� OI" cancellatian I.Dier thla Act, ahall by virtue 

fl W. �ion, continla in force -

(a) for a period not � twenty ,-ra

next after the date of the srant of the

licence;

(b) for any period for which the licence la

renewed I.Sider aection 50; and

(c) for any period added pJr9•.ant to aectlon

53(3), to the tena of the licence,

(2) Notwithstandin8 the expiry of the tem of a

llininl licence, the licence shall, inleaa aooner 

detemined by •urrender or cancellation under thia Act, 

oantinue in force by virtue of thia sabeection, in 

l'NplCt of any pll'Cel to which the licence relatea if an 

application hu � duly lade for the aru,t of a l"enelal 

of the licence in retipect of that parcel, until -

[No. 20 
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(a) the application ia finally dealt with by 

the •rant of, or refusal to •rant, the 

renewal; or 

(b) the application lapaea. 

CHAPTIR 5 

CANCELU.TIOJ OF LICENCE AND FOOCE MAJEURE 

52, ( l) Subject to this section and section 53, where 

a licensee is -in default the Conmission may, with the 

approval of the Minister, by notice served on thr 

licensee, cancel the licence. 

( 2) For the purposes of subsection ( 1 ) , a 

licens= shall be deemed to be in default if he -

(a) fails to fulfil the conditions of hi� 

licence; 

(b) does not comply with the provisions of this 

Act or any other written law concerning 

prospecting or mining for minerals; 

(c) fails to pay any amount pe.yable by him 

under this Act or the licence; or 

( d) has been convicted of an offence under this 

Act. 
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( 3) '11'8 Ca &iuicn ahall not. Wider aubaection ( 1) •

canoel a licence an the � of any default un1 ... -

(a) the ec-iuicn has. by notice aerved an

the llcenaee. liven not leaa than thirty

daYB notice ot tM lntenticn to cancel the

liOenoe (1ft Uaat sran:l;

fb) the c.o-.i.uian hu in the notice. apecifled 

a reasonable date before llhich the lioenaee 

which he wi� the c.o-.i.uian to OOMider; 

and 

(0) the Ccaaiaai01, hu taken into IIOOClUlt -

( i) 11n7 action taken by the licensee to

remove that Sl'O\n:l or, �ere the

default carmot be remedied, any offer

by the licensee to the �ssion of

adeq\.ate caapensation in respect

thereof and any action by the licensee

to prevent. the recurrence of similar

arounds; and

(li) any representation subaitted to the

c.oamission by the licensee p.&ra\ant to

paraaraph (b)

[No. 20 
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(4) The Coaai••ion ahal.l not, under eubeecticn (1),

cancel a licence on ..he ,rourd that the lioeneee hu

failed to pay any IIJIIIO'Jflt payable by hi.a under this Act or 

the licence if, before the date referred to in subaection. 

(3) (b), and specified in a notice aider that •ubaection,

the lioen.aee JJ8.Y8 the a.mount to1ether with any additional 

�t which llllY be pe.yable under section 72.

(5) The Camiaaion ma.y, with the approval of the

Mini•ter, by notice served on a liceneee, cancel hi• 

licence -

(a) if the licensee, beinl an individual, ia -

( i) adj�ed be.nknlpt; or

(ii) enters into any ageement or scheme of 

composition with his creditors or

takes advantage of any law for the

benefit of debtors: or 

(b) if, in the case of a licensee bein& a body

corporate, an oroer is made or a resolution

is passed winding up the affairs of the

body corporate. unless the windina up is 

for the purpose of &1118.l,ame.tion and the

Camission has consented to the

amal,811l!ltion, or is for the purpose of

reconstnJCtion and the Calmission has been

,iven notice of the proposed 

reconatiu::_tion.
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(6) Subject to the proviaiana of a llinenJ. ap1 at, 

libere tllD or aore pereona, aaociated. toaether in� 

fora of Joint arnnaement conatitute a Ucenaee, the 

0-i•tcn llhall not, \Dier IIUbNction (5), 0111a0el the 

liomoe en the 00C\ll"Nln0e in relation to one or aaae onl:, 

of the panana canatitutlna the licenaee, of an event 

entitllna the a:-1.uian, IIUbJect to the approllll.]. of the 

Mlniatar1 ao to do \Dier that. aubaeotian if any ether 

pelWlll or peracna canati tutlna the licenaee •ti•f'.Y the 

a:-1.uian that he or they, .. the caae may be, 1• or are 

wtlllna and WDU1c:l be able to 0al'r7 out the duti• and 

obl1-tiana of the licenaee. 

(1) SUbJect to a llineral .. re, a at, the holder of a

llinlna licence MY', at any tim whllll hia llinlna licence 

la in force, by aivina to the a:-1.uicn not leu than 

aix aontha previoua notice in writlna of hia intenticn to 

do ao, appl:, for the cencellaticn of hia liceno9 in 

respect of the llholtt of the llinlna area identified in the 

notice or any parcel or parcela therein and thereupon the 

o-iulcn llhall, cancel by inatnaant in �tina hia 

llinire licence either in respect of the whole llinlna ar. 

or in relation to any parcel or paroela therein� 

canrllt!ana (if any) .. the a:-tuicn may apeo1r,,- ln tbe 

inat�t. 

(8) a, tlw aancellaticn of a lioame, tlw l"llhta

of the licenHe therewmr -11 oeue, but the 

cancellatb -11 not affect. MF liablll� m:IUl'nd b, 

the licensee.before the cancellaticn and any leaal 

[No. 20 
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proceedinas that lli�t have been coanenced or continued 

qainat him aay be �,need or continued acainst him 

notwithstandina the cancellation of the licence as if the 

licence had not been cancelled. 

53. ( 1) Azl7 failure on the i:art of a licensee to

fulfil any oondi tian ot hia licence or to meet an:r 

requirement of this Act or a llineral -.reement shall not 

be a breach of the licence, this Act or the -.reeinent, as 

the case 187 be, to the extent that the failure results 

fraa an act of war, hostility, insurrection or an 

exceptional, inevitable and irresistible natural 

pienmienon, or fraa any other cause specified in the

licence or llineral -.reement aa oonstitutina force 

-Jeure for the purpoaea of this section. 

(2) Where the licensee fails to fulfil the 

cond.i tions ot his licence because of the occurrence or 

cll"ClaStances of a kind referred to in aut.ection ( 1), t,. 

ahall forthwith notify the C<maisaion &ivina particulan 

ot the failure and its cause. 

(3) Where a licenaee.ia prevented Cran exercia� 

any of his ri&hta i.nier his licence for any pericxi 

because of tJ-e oocuttence of circumstances of a kind 

referred to in subsection ( 1) , then such additional 

period, aa lllaY' be � by the Calnission, with the 

approval of the Minister, shall be added to the tena o. 

his licence: 
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Provided that the Camisaion .. y refuse to aat'ee 

to the addition of IIIIY' period to the t.eni of the licence 

if the licenaee could, by takina any re-onable atel)e 

wiich were open to him, ba,ve exercised Uroae riirhts 

durin, that period notwithstandina any such occurrence, 

(4) This section- shall no t apply in relation to a

failure to meet an obliiration,. l.a'der a licence or this 

Act, to IIIBke any payment of royalty, annl.Bl charaes or 

fees.. 

CHAPl'ER6 

DILAIQl1EN1' OF Fl'O>PECTING <R MINING AREA • 

54,(1) The holder of a proapectina or ainina licence 

'8Y apply to the Conlllission to have hia prospectin& or 

ainin, area enlar1ed by addina thereto any contieuc,us 

area specified in the application and, subject to the 

other provisions of this section the Camission .. Y, with 

the approval of the Minister, approve the application 

either lmCOfdi tionall y or subject to such condi tiona aa 

it aay detenaine, or aay refuse to do so. 

( 2) The ec.imiHion shall not approve an

application made l.a'der eu'beection ( 1 I -

(a) \ftlns it is satisfied that to do so

would r-taure the 110St efficient and

beneficial \me of the aineral resources

of CuJaft&, or

Cb) it, by reuon ot any provision of this 

Act, the ec-ission could not with the 

[No. 20 
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approval of the Minister then grant the applicant a 

prospecting licence or, as the case may be, a mining 

licence over the area of land in respect of which the 

licence is sought to be enlarged or could do so only 

subject to any condition which could not be satisfied. 

(3) In granting or refusing an application under 

subsection (1), the Commission shall have regard to the 

past performance of the applicant. 

(4) An application under subsection (1) may be 

granted wholly or partially. 

(5) Notice of the Commission's decision on an 

application under subsection (1) shall be given to the 

holder of the licence, and where the application is 

approved wholly or partially the prospecting or mining 

area shall be deemed to have been enlarged as specified 

in the notice thereof; but such enlargement shall not be 

deemed to alter the term of the licence. 
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PARl' IV 

.tiulPEl'OO AND MINING af HEDilM AND 

9WJ. SCALE 

115. ( 1) 'Ibis Part shall appl:, to proapectlns or

llininl operations with respect to any aineral on a 

� or -11 ecale. 

(2) 'lbe Minister -,. by the Re.lulationa

pnllCl'ibe the oil'ClaBtances in ..tlich any proapectinl or 

aininl operationa with respect to any llineral shall be 

deaal to be aedil.a 110&1.e operationa or -11 110&1.e 

116.(1) A person, Nho is qmliCied under aecticn 5'7 

to hold • prospectin, penai t and Nho desirff to � 

for the prpoae of locatins clam •Y e.ppl:, to ·the 

Ccal•�• in auch foni aa •Y be pre.cribed, fDI' a 

,,.,.,un, pen11t..

(2) Ever:, application \Dier aubaection (1) ahall

· be e«:JCC1111P9nied � aid\ fees aa mil:, be prescribed.

5'1. (1) Subject to this Act. the ec-1 .. ion a:,1 Oft 

..,...t of the preacribecl fee, is._ to any peraon a 

...,.atinl pem1 t en aid\ condi tiona as the Ccaaiaicn 

· -. cllteralne.

(I) A prGllpiCt.UII pelllit ilhall bit 1-- .i,. t.o

tllafolladleperm-

J'o Fl Mi.., 
l*ffllla. 

[No. 20, 
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(a) an individual who is a citizen of Guyana

and an adult;

(b) a partnership consiatirc or two or iaore

citizens of Guyana; 

(c) a company whose entire issued ahare capital 

ia beneficially .owned by citize� of Guy!llll 

or b;y a corporation which has been

established. by or under a writ'\en law in 

operation in Guyana, or piu,tly by such

citizens and partly by such a corporation;

(d) a co-operative society re,istered Wider the

c.p. •:01 Co-operative Societies Act; 

(e) a public corporation, <''I'.' any other

corporate body established by or Wider 1111 

written law in force in Guyana; or

( fl any or,anisation esta'f>lished by the 

Govenaent or by or \.Slder any written law 

in force in Ouyana and authorised to carr, 

on ainin, operations. 

(3) A proapectin, pi.,.it ahall not be iSBued to a 

penon wueaa the CcmaiHion ia aatiafiecs. that the pel'ICII 

lntenda, 111tn111 the Hait.a of hb coapetence and 

, .. a .. oee, to undertake oroapectin, operations without 

.... IQ. 
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(4) A prospecting permit shall be in such form as may 

be prescribed and shall describe the land wherein the 

holder of the permit may carry on prospecting operations, 

the mineral in respect of which the holder of the permit 

say prospect and whether the operations are medium scale 

or small scale operations. 

58.(1) The holder of a prospecting permit shall not 

carry on prospecting operations - 

(a) in land in any prospecting area or mining 

area; on 

(b) in land - 

(i) which is part of a claim, unless he 

holds a claim licence in respect 

thereto 

(ii) which is part of an area subject to a 

mining permit; or 

(iii) which is part of an area subject to a 

quarry licence unless the Commission 

is satisfied that the exercise of 

rights under the prospecting permit 

in such area would not substantia117 

prejudice one carrying out of 

operations under the quarry licence 

and gives its approval to the 

carrying on of the prospecting 

operations in such area. 

Restrictions on 
rights under 
prospecting 
permit 
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(2) A prospecting permit shall not be 

transferred. 

(3) Section 27 shall mutatis mutandis apply in 

relation to the holder of a prospecting permit as it 

applies in relation to a licencee referred to in that 

section. 

Term of 
prospecting 
permit. 

Prospecting for 
mineral by holder 
of prospecting 
permit.' 

59. A prospecting permit shall expire on the expiry 

of twelve months from the date of issue of the permit, 

and may be renewed on each occasion for a further period 

of twelve months on application made therefor in the 

prescribed form and on payment of prescribed fees. 

60.(1) Subject to this Act and the conditioni of the 

permit, the holder of a prospecting permit for medium 

scale operations may enter on any land identified in the 

permit as land in which he is authorised to prospect and 

carry on, in accordance with the Regulations, prespectiq 

operations in that land for any mineral in respect of 

which the prospecting permit has been granted. 

(2) Subject to this Act, the holder of a 

prospecting permit for small scale operations maylocate' 

a claim or claims in accordance with the Regulations. 
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61.(lt Where the bolder of a prospecting permit 

discovers a mineral of an anomalous occurrence, in the 

land subject thereto•or locates a claim, he shall within 

sixty days, or much longer period thereafter as the 

Conclusion may allow, apply in accordance with the 

Regulations for a mining penult or a claim licence for 

mining, by way of medium scale operations or small scale 

operations, for the mineral in such land orthe claim, 

and it he does not do so the prospecting permit shall 

lapse. 

(2) Livery application for a mining permit or a 

elide licence shall be accompanied by such fees as may be 

prescribed. 

(3) Subject to this Act, on application made 

therefor by the holder of a prospecting• permit and on 

payment of such fees as may be prescribed, the applicant 

shall subject to such conditions as may be determined by 

the Commission, be granted:- 

(a) where the prospecting permit is for medium 

scale operations, a mining permit; or 

Ab) where the prospeoting permit is for small 

scale operations, a claim licence. 

(4) A mining permit or a claim licence shall 

identify the boundaries of the land and the mineral in 

respect of which it has been granted and shall be in such 

form as may be prescribed. 

Mining permits 
and claim 
licences. 



No. 20] 

Restrictions on 
'='rant of mining 
oermft or claim 

licer,ce. 

78 

IA WS OF GUYANA [A.D. 1989 

62. (1) A minin, penni t or a claim licence shall not 

be •ranted tb any person pursuant to section 61 in 

respect of -

(a) any mineral, or any land, other than the 

mineral or the whole or part of the land 

identified in the prospectin.« pennit held 

by the applicant for the mining penni t or 

claim licence; or

(b) ·&nY land which, at the time the application 

for the minin.« penni t or claim licence is 

made, is subject to a minin.« pennit, claui

licence, a speci&.l. mining pennit or a 

minin.« licence in favour of another person, 

(2) The Coltmission shall not grant a minin, pemit 

or claim licence -

(a) if it has reasonable grounds to believe 

that the applicant does not intend to carry 

on, in 1tood faith, within the limits of his 

competence and resources, mining operations 

in the proposed claim� 

(b) if the applicant is in default and the 

Cormlission is not satisfied that there are 

sufficient 1trounds to waive the default; or 

(c) if the area in respect of which the 111inin, 

pennit or claim licence is sought is in 

excess of the area prescribed. 
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63, ( 1) Subject to this Act, a min in& penui t &ranted 

pursuant to section 61 

(al shall be valid for a period of five years 

from the date of the frant of the pennit; 

and 

(b) may, on application made to tile Conmission,

be rcne,.ed for further periods, not

exceeding five years on each occasion or

for the life of the deposit of the mineral

..,hichever is shorter, 

(2) Subjcct to this Act, a claim licence granted

pursuant to section 61 

(a) shall be valid from the date on .. ti.ich tile 

claim licence is franted until the 31st

Oecember of tile year in '"'hich it is

granted; and

(b) mar be rene<.ed on ea.ch occasion for a

further period of twelve inonths coomencinll

on the 1st January i:1 each year, on

application duly made to tile Cornnission for

the renewal of the claim.

(3) A mining pennit or claim licence shall not be

rene'"f'<..! pursuant to subsection (1) -

[No.,20 

Period of validity 
and renewal of 
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(a) unless the Commission is satisfied that the 

applicant for the renewal has carried on, 

in good faith, within the limits of his 

competence and resources, mining operations 

in the claim area and intends to continue 

doing so; or 

(b) if the applicant for the renewal is in 

Cefault and the Commission is not satisfied 

that there are sufficient grounds to waive 

the default. 

Rights and duties 
of holder of 
mining permit or 
claim licence. 

No 12 of 1981 

64.(1) Subject to this Act and the conditions 

subject to which a mining permit or claim licence is 

granted, the holder of a mining permit or claim licence 

has the right to enter the area covered by the mining 

permit, or the claim in respect of which the claim 

licence is granted, as the case may be, and has the 

exclusive right, while the mining permit or claim licence 

is in force, to mine therein, and subject to and in 

accordance with the Guyana Gold Board Act 1981 in the 

case of gold, to remove therefrom and dispose of, the 

minerals in respect of which the mining permit or the 

claim licence is granted. 

(2) The holder of a mining permit or claim licence 

shall - 
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(a) carry on minina open.lions, in 1ood faith,

in the area cover-ed by the min� permit,

or the claim in respect of which the claia

licence ia irranted, as the ca.ae _ _,. be,

within the limits of hia oanpetence and

resources;

(bl fWTliah the C.C-iaaion with such 

infonaation relatina to hia prospectina or 

minina operations carried on in the area 

referred to in pal"BV'1lph (a) as the 

Conmiasion -Y reasonably require or as -Y 

be prescribed; and 

(c) carry out. promptly any direction relatina

to minina or prospectini: operations "ilich

may be 1iven to hi.nl by t.i.e Colmdssion

pursuant to this Act for the•purpoae of

ensurinir safety or 1ood 11inina practice o,

such other purpose as may be prescribed.

(3) ·section 27, shall 111Utat.is mutandis apply in

reiation to the holder of a 11ininir permit or clai111

licence as it applies in relation to a licensee refer-rec 

to in that section.' 

65.(1) Subject to this section, where the holder of 

a prospectinir permit, 11inina permit or .a claill licence ia 

in default, the Camaissiln may, with the approval of the 

Hiniater, by notice in wr• tina served on t:he holder ,by 

Cancellation ol 
prospecting 
pennlt, mining 
pennlt or claim 
licence. 
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registered post, cancel the prospecting pernit, ruining 

pennit or the claim licence, as the case me.y be. 

(2) The Comnission ah&ll not, under subsection (1), 

cancel a prospecti.nAl pena.it, mining permit or claim 

licence on the ll"Olffl of default unless -

(a) the Coaiission has, by notice in writing 

served on the holder thereof -

[A.D. 1989 

(i) 1iven not Iese than thirty dnys notice 

of the Ccmaiaaion's intention to 

cancel the pl'!)&pecting permit, mining 

penai t or claia licence on the ll"Olffl 

of default; and 

(ii) specified a dote on which the holder 

•Yin writing, or in person, or by 

counsel sul:nit to the Conmission any 

-tter which he wishes the Cor1111ission 

to consider; and 

(bl the Conl!lission has taken into account -

( i I any action taken by the holder to 

remove the default or to prevent the 

recw-rence of such default; and 

(iii any 11&tters 1Wbnitted to the 

C:C-isaion by or on behalf of the 

holder of the prospectina penait, 

aini!'MI penai t or licence purauant to 

paracnph (al(iil 
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Provided that nouu.na in this subsection shall apply 

in the case of a default 00111priain, non-payment of any 

rent due \r.der this Act or the prospectin, permit, llinina 

penai t or claim licence, as the case aay be, 

(3) 'ftle ec-iasion shall not, under subsection (1)

_cancel a prospectin, permit, minin, perm.it or claim 

licence on the trrowd that the holder thereof has failed 

to pay any llaOl.nt, other than rent, payable by him under 

this Act in respect of the prospectin, permit, minina 

permit or claia licence as the case may be, ·if, befol'P. 

the date specified in the notice referred to in 

subsection (2)(a), such holder pays the emount of money 

concemed to1ether with any penalty which aay be 'p&)'able 

{lW'BU&nt to section 72, 

(4) The Callllission may, wlth th� approval of the

Minister, by notice in writina served on the holder of a 

prospectil\l penni. t, mlnina penni. t or claim licence, 

cancel the prospectina permit, minina permit or claim 

licence, as the case may be -

(a) if the holder thereof, bein, an il'l(iividual, 

is -

( i) · adj�ed bankrupt;, or

(ii) enters into any a&reement or scheme of 

campoaition with his creditors or

takes advan�e of any law for the

�efi t of debtors; or

[No.20 
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(b) if, in the case of a holder, being a 

compo.ny or a corporation, an on!cr is made

or a resolution is pa.ssed winding up the

affairs of the company or corporation,

unless -

( i) the winding up is for the purpose of

BlllBlgamation or reconstruction;

(ii) the Conmission has been given written

notice thereof; and

(iii) the Coamission has consented to U,e 

amalgamation or reconstruction.

66. On the cancellntion of a prospecting pennit,

mining permit or claim licence, the rights of the holder 

of the prospecting pennit, mining permit or claim licence 

shall cease, but the cancellation ,-',all not affect. any 

liability incurred. by him before the cancellation, and any 

legal proceedings, L�at might have been corrmenced or 

continued against the fonner holder of the prospecting 

penni t., mining penni t. or claim licence, may be so 

COl!lllenced or continued against. him notwi tlistanding the 

cancellation of the licence a.'3 if Uie licence had not 

been cance 11 ed. 

67.(1) The Regulations may 11\1\ke provision for -

(a) the grant and N'n�l of special mining

penni t in 1-espect of a,,y mineral.and the

restrictions and li.mit.ations in relation

thereto; and
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(b) the rilhts and duties of the holder of any 

such pel'llit, 

in cna!:S 1!fhere, be;!aune or �he nat:1!'9 ot the 

op rations involv�d the Cor:m13s1on 1� of the 

opinion t�1t the operations could not arpropriately 

be carried on wtd9r the other provi9io�s of t�is 

Act. 

(2) 1he Retrulatl<X'III -1e pursuant to subsection (1)

118Y provide for the application, with or without 

modifications, exceptions, restrictions or 

qualifications, of any provision of this Act to, and in 

relation to, the special mining penn.its referred to above 

and any holder thereof. 

'PART V 

FINANCIAL 

68. ( 1 J Subject to this Act, the holder of a mining 

licence shall, in accordance with hie licence and this 

Act, pay to the Government royaltY, in respect of minerals 

obtained by hi,i,, or by any other person on his behalf' or 

with his permission, from the minina area to �ich the 

licence =lates. 

(2) Subj=t. to ·this Act, the holder or a ainina 

pennit, a cb<ei licence, a special aininc pel'llit or a 

th"' Gov�TJllll'cnt ,'.•Till \.y in respect of ainerals obtained by 

him, or by any peNIOn on his behalf or with hla 

[No .. 20 
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permission, from the area covered by the mining permit, 

the claim licence, the special mining permit or the 

quarry licence, as the case may be. 

(3) Royalty shall be payable - 

(a) pursuant to subsection (1) - 

(i) at the rate fixed by, or computed in 

accordance with the provisions of, the 

mining licence concerned; or 

(ii) if no rate is so fixed, or provisions 

so made, in the mining licence 

concerned, at the rate prescribed; or 

(b) pursuant to subsection (2), at the rate 

prescribed. 

(4) Royalty shall be payable in kind by the holder 

of a mining licence, a mining permit, a claim licence, a 

special mining permit or a quarry licence, if - 

(a) in the case of a mining licence, the mining 

licence or the Regulations: or 

(b) in any other case, the Regulations, 

provide for the payment of royalty in kind. 

Payment of 
royalty in 
specified foreign 
currency. 

69.(1) Where royalty in respect of any mineral is 

payable in cash, the royalty shall, if so directed by the 

Miniliter, be paid in such foreign currency, or in any of 

two or sore foreign currencies, specified by the Minister 

in the direction. 
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(2) In thia aection ''foreLcn currency" ineans any 

CUl"N!lle7' other than� dollar, which is letal tender 

in any country out.aide Q..,._. 

70.(1) If the holder of u. minine llcin::e, m1n11lg permit 

claia licence, apecial aintn, perait or quarry licence 

falla to pay Wl7 �t7' payable b7 hi• on or before the 

ckJe date, or at17' t\ll'thar U- allowed by the Minister, 

t.lle Miniater _,., b7 noUae INrved on the holder of the 

aini!III 11�, alnl"' penalt, clai• licence, apecial 

ldaile pen.it or q\&ITJ' lleenoe, prohibit the removal of, 

or.,.,. deallnas in, or with, any aineral frcn the area, 

OOftred by any such l i� or perw.i t, or from any other 

area oove-red by a ainina llcence, ainin, pennit, claim 

licence, special ainin, s-rait or quarry licence held by 

that holder, or froa both 11.ttu, \A'\til all outstand� 

royalty in arrears ha.a bee, i:aid or 1.r1til an ar�enent 

has been made, and accept.eel by the Minister., for the 

payment of the royalty in arrears, and the holder of such 

pennit or licence &hall ccaply with the notice. 

(2) Any person .. tio contravenes a notice under

11ubsect ion ( 1) aha 11, on -n oonviction, be liable to 

a fine of twenty-five thousand dollar. and impri110,-ot 

for five years. 

71. The Commission may, with the approval of the 

Minister, from time to time, make such arrangements as 

appear appropriate to the Commission to secure that the 

[No.20 
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holder of a minina licence complies with this Act and his 

licence, and in,particular may accept iuarantees in 

respect of that compliance from any person including 

shareholders in a body corporate, whether or not the body 

corporate ia, or ia to be, the holder of a licence. 

72 • ( l) Where the liability of a person under U1is 

Act or a licence to pay an amount is not discharaed on or 

before the date when the amount became payable, there 

shall be payable by that person, by way of penalty, an 

additional amount calculated 2t the rate of one third of 

one per cent per day, upon so rouch of that amount os from 

time to time remains unpaid, to be computed from the date 

on which thnl amount becrune puyublr. and until it is pnid. 

(2) The Minister may, in any particular case, for 

any reason that is in his opinion sufficient, remit the 

whole or I,-ll't of the amount i:ayable by way of penalty 

urrler this section� 

( 3) Where royalty to be i:aid by a licensee is

pnyable in kind, any references to ''amount" in this 

section shall be construed os a reference to the price of 

the mineral payable as royalty computed as on the dnte on 

which it becomes payable, 

73. ( l) The Minister may, on applko.tion made to hiro

by the holder of a mining li�ence, mining penni t, cla1ro 

licence, special mining permit, or qunrry licence and 

after consult.a lion with the Minister n.ssiifled 

resp:>nsibility for finance, by order, and subject to o.ny 

conditions that may be specified therein, -
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(a) remit, in whole or in pa.rt, any royalty

payable by the applicant; or

(b) defer payment of any royalty, specified in

the order.

(2) Royalty payable in cash pursuant to section 68 

and any penalty payable in respect of that royalty under 

section 72, ahnl l be deemed to be a debt due to t.he ,.;t:,.te 

and recoverable in the same manner as revenues due to the 

State, 

(3) A certificate by the Cof!ln.ission certifying that

a specified amount of royalty or penalty is payable by a 

per:-son identified in the certificate shall, in any 

proceedings taken against that per:-son for the recovery of 

any royalty or penalty, be received as evidence of that 

fo.ct.o,· but wi t.hout prejudice to the riaht to adduce 

evidence in rebuttal, 

(4) Where royalty is payable in kind, \he price of

the mineral payable as royalty computed as on the date on 

which it became payable, and any penalty payable in 

respect of that royalty under secti.on 72, shall be deemed 

to be a debt due to tlle State and may be recovered in 

accortlnnce with subt.ectiorui ( l) ,and ( 2) , 

(5) The provisions of this section shall be without

prejudice to any other provision of this Act. 

[No. 20 
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7'6,(l) No peraon aha.ll export, or attempt to export, 

from Guyana 111\7 radio-active lllineral except under and in 

aocordatace with a per.it •ranted I.Sider subsection (2). 

12) The ec-ission -Y, with the approval of the

Minister, .crar.t to any person a pel'lllit to export any. 

radio-active aineral on· such conditions as noy be 

specified in the penu t, 

(3) Any person who contravenes subsection (1).

shall on S\a1111Ll'J' conviction, be liable -

(al in the case of an individual lo a fine 

of' five thousand dollars and to 

imprisonment for one year; 

lb) in the case c,f a body corporate to a 

fine of twcnty-fiv,c thouswx:i dollnrs 

and to imprisorvnent for one year. 

PART VII 

�DDIFICATION OF TAX l.AWS. 

75.(11 The 11inister. assip,ed responsibility for 

finance may, by order, which shall be sub.iect lo negative 

resolution of the National Ass�bly, direct that -

(al any or all of the written lnws 

rr.entioned in subsection ( 2 l shall not 

nppl:v to, or in rel11tion to, I.hr> holder 
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of any licence or permit under this 

>.ct; or 

(bl any or allot the written lawa 

mentioned in aubaection (2) ahall apply 

to, and in relation to, ari:r person who 

ia the holder ot an:, licence or per.it 

under this Act or any clua ot auc:h 

perso,us, aubject to such adaptations, 

exceptions, aodi tications and 

qualifications aa may be apecitied in 

the order. 

(2) The written la"II referred to in subsection

(a) provisions relatina to st.amp duty in the 

Tax Act; 

(bl the Incane Tax Act; 

(c) the Income Tax (In Aid :>f Industry) Act;

(d) the Cor:-pol'"&.tion Tax Act;

le) the Property Ta,x Act; 

(fl the CUstom.s Act; and 

(&I the Industries Aid -and Encouraiement Act. 

PART VIII 

SAFFli' IS MINES AND HEAL'rn AND WELFARE OF WORKERS 

76,(1) The Regulations IIIBY make provisions for the 

arrangements to be made, and steps to be taken, in 

respect of all 111Btters needed for ensurina safety in 

mines or quarries or in prospectina, minina or quarryina 

operations, includina maintenance of books and docinents 

[No. 20 
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and provision of facilities for llline• officers or other 

persons to inspect mine,, 

(i\ There shall be auch a1.111ber of officers, with 

such titles, qualifications and func:tiorui, as -Y be 

determ.uied ey the Minister for the purpoaea of 

administering the Rerulations med.e \A'lder this section, 

and for enforcing their compliance, 

77,(1) The Rerulationa nay .ake provisions for the 

measures to be taken, and the facilities to be provided, 

by the owner or a:ianaaer of a mine or quarry, or any other 

person carrying on prospecting, mining or quarrying 

operations in respect of the health and welfare of the 

workers and other persons e.-,,ployed by him, including 

prov-isions in respect of hours of work, facilit.ies for 

-intaining heal th of the workers and other persons so 

employed, and facilities to be provided to any trade 

union, which is a recognised bargaining agent for such 

workers or any class of such 1,10rkers or, in �e absence 

of any such trade union in respect of such workers or 

claas of workers, any trade union enjoying substantial. 

support among such workers or class or.workers, 

(2) There shall be such n1.111ber of officers, with 

such titles, qualifications and functions, as may be 

determined by the Hinister for the purposes of 

administering the Regulations made under this section, 

and for enforcin,c their complianr-e, 
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(3) The Re,ulations inade under this section may 

prohibit the employment of persons below the age 

s:Rf!Cified therein in any cate&ory of work relating to 

prospecting, mining or quarrying operations. 

(4) The provisions of aubsection (3) shall be 

without prejudice to the provisions of the »nployment of 

Youn,: Persons and Children Act. 

78. The re,ulations made under aection 76 or 77 may

Mke different proviaion.s applicable to different 

persons, hft.ving regard to the nature of the operations, 

the nuneral in respect of which the operations are being 

carrie<! on and the nature of the functions of any 

category of worhers. 

79. Any Regulation made under section 76 or n may 

provide that any person who contravenes it shall be 

liable on SU!lllary conviction to a fine not exceeding ten 

thousand dt>llars or to imprisonment not exceeding one 

year or both and where the offence is a cont inuing one, 

to a further penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars 

for eor.h day during which the offence continues. 

P.O. Any Re,ulation fflllde under section 76 or 77 shall

be subject to negative resolution of the National 

Assr.mhly. 

[No.20 
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RESTIUCTION ON R!Gn'S OF HOWER OF 

LICDlCE OR PF»UT, Aft"D SURFACE RIGITS 

[A.D. 1989 

s·., ( 1) A licensee shall n<>t exercise ony of his 

ri11hts nnder this Act or his licence -

(al. except with the writ ten consent of the 

Minister, in respect of -

( i l the foreshore; 

(ii) any land set ape.rt or required for 

such public purposes (other than 

m1nin11 de11,-Jopr111•nl) R!I 1N1y b,• 

prescribed;

(iii) any land dedicated as a place of 

burial or which is 11 pluce .pf 

religious significance; 

(iv) any land within, or within two 

hundred mr.trcs ( or such grC'nt,•r 

distance as may be prescribed) of the

boundaries of, "!lily trn,nship, or of

any lnnd set apart for a new township

or a to1.n extension; or; 

(v) anr land within, or 1.·itl11n t1m

hundred metres (or such !lt'1•:,\.1'r 

distance 11s may be prescrd,-<l) of the 

bountlnril'>t of, any \'i l laJ.:<', 01· nl' nny
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lanil set .spurt f,-ir a flea villace 

nr 	villazse extension; 

(b) except with the written consent of the 

lawful occupier thereof, in respect of - 

(i) any land which is the site of, or 

which is within two hundred metres 

(or such greater distance as may be 

prescribed) of, any inhabited, 

occupied or temporarily unoccupied 

house or building; 

(ii) any land within fifty metres (or such 

greater distance as may be 

prescribed) of any land which has 

been cleared or ploughed or otherwise 

bona fide prepared for the growing 

of, or upon which there ars growing, 

agricultural crops; or 

(iii) any land from which during the year 

immediately preceding, agricultural 

crops have been reaped. 

(c) in respect of any area which is subject to 

a petroleum production licence under the 

Petroleum (Exploration and Production) Act 

1986 except with the written consent of the 

holder of that licence; or 

No.3of 'Mee. 
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(d) in re!lpect of any prescri lx.-d lnnd or nrcn, 

except with the consent of-such person as 

1118)' be prescribed. 

(2) Ally consent. under subsection ( 1) (al may be 

given U11COnditionally or subject to 11uch conditions as 

are specified in the instru11ent of consent; and before 

givin& any consent under subsection (l)(a)(iv) or (v) 

�nere there is a local 1ovenwent authority responsible 

for the 1ovemment of the relevan_t township or village, 

the Minister shall consult that authority, 

(3) In this section "foreshore" means that part of 

the shore of the sea and of tidal navigable- l'.i vers which 

is covered by the mc<liun high tide between the spring 

tides and the neap tides. 

82, A licensee shall not carry on any drilling or 

other mining operations at 1any point within t\.io hundred 

metres of a railway, drun, reservoir, canal or other 

public work excep t with the written consent of the 

Minister or of any person authorised by him, either 

specifically or generally, in thnt ochnlf, nnd such 

consent IIBY be gi,ven either unconditionally or subject to 

such conditions as 11111y be specified in the instninent of 

consent. 

83. A licensee shall exercise his rights under this 

Act. and his licence in s·uch mnnner a!I to offer 'lO 

unnecessary, or reasonably nvoidabl� obstruction or 

interruption to any mil'ling or prospecting operations 
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beirc carried on in the lahd subject to the licence or 

landll alijaoent thereto, 

84, ( 1) 'lhe lawful occupier of any land in a 

��tine area or ainin,. area shall retain any riaht 

l.tlich he" •r have to fr:IJ'At Hvest.cx;k upon or to cultivate

the 1urface of the . l� '. 
except in ao far aa the arazin, 

or c,�tivation ,interferes •'ith proapectina or 111.inin, 

ilper,t.iCll'IS in such area.

C2J The lawful .occupier of .ilrly land in a iainin, 

uea *hall. not erect any b.iildina or structure in the 

area without. the cooaent of the holder of the minin, 

licence; b.it it the Hi.nis.ter coriaiders that the consent 

is beini unreasonably 11ithheld, the Minister NY aive in 

writina his consent to the lawful occupier for doinat ao 

and thereupon t� lawful occupier inay do so suli>ject to 

the conditions ( if any) imposed by. the Minister, 

(3) The riahts conferred by a Hce.,ce iihall be 

exercised reasonably and so as 'to effect as littl� as 

possible. the interest. of any lawful occupier of the land 

1ubject �o the licence or on which rifhts under the 

licence are exerci.sed, consistent with the reasonable and 

proper .. conduct of ope rat ions pursuant to the I icence. 

(41 Without limiting tl\e rteneralit)· of the 

prov is ions of subsection ( 3), a person carrying on 

prospec:tina o"t' mining operations under a licence, shall 

not, except where that person gives to the Corrmission 

prior notice in writing of the e,.-pected nature nnd 

[No. 20 
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duration of the interference, take any action which ih 

any way will interfere with fi•hinl( Or navi&atlon, 

lawfully beil'lll carried on. 

85. ( 1 ) \olhere, in the course ol" proapectirif or ainin&

operations in any pt.reel of land 'in any proapectinil area 

or ininin, area, any dalrlalte is caused or done to the 

surface of the parcel or land, or to an:, cultivation or 

buildin, thereon, as a result ot those oper-ations, the 

licensee shall be liable to i:-,y fair and reasonable 

00111pen8Ation to tile holder of any riaht, title or 

interest in or over that j:Ja.rcel of land in accord.vice 

with his ri&ht, title or interest. 

( 2) n.e compensation p,,ynble und�i' auhsf-ctlnn (1 I

licensee and the person entitled to receive the 

compensation or, if they fail to arrive at an aireement, 

such Sllll as llllY be detel"lllined by tJ'1e 
0

High Court on 

application made to it by lhe licensP.e tlr the pe""hon 

entitled to receive compensation, 

86. A licensee shall, before c0111nencin1 pr;:ospectin&

operation!I or m_inin, operot1 r:ns in m,y parcel, five to 

tile holder or any ri&ht, title or interest iri or over 

that parcel or who is in occupation thert!Of, noti«;:e, in 

auch mnner and fora aa.-y be prescribed, of the 

licensee's intention to CCl!Dence tile operations, 
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87, 11) The Minister may acquire land for the purpose 

O( C8rJ"YiflC on, Or facilitating the carr)•in, On I Of 

pros�tinc or 111ining operations. 

12) The provisions of the Acquisition of I.Ands 

for Pub'tic Purposes Act shall 11utatis mutp.ndis apply to 

the acq�isition of an)· land �er subsection Ill as if 

the carr)•ing on, or facilit.atinii; the carryin, on, of the 

prospecting or mining operations, for. the.purposes of 

,.hich the l11nd is bcin, iwqui�, were a p..ablic "'orl1, 

SR.Ill The MiniHtt:r 111a�· by ordt!r apply the 

provisions of sections 81 to 87 (incJusive), with such 

modifications, aqaptntions, qualifications or exceptions 

as inay be i.p,:ci fit'<! therrin to operations b)· the holder 

of a prospect.ini: pPrmi t, a min:ing permit, a clair.1 

iicence, a SfltlCial m�ning permit or quarry licPnce. 

121 An oroer under subsection I 11 shall bP. sub.j�:t to 

negative re�olution of the �ational Assembly. 

P..\R"I' X 

QC.-\RRY LI�C'E 

89.11) Suhjr<:t t13 the provisions of this ,\ct, a 

licenc1: for thP. q1u1rrying C\f nnY quarriable mineral 

(herei1111fter referred to 11.s qll3rry licence) IM)' be 

1rantP.d or renf!14t!d by the Conm1ssion, 

121 A q1111rry licence shall be 1ranted on\·1 to -

(al an indh·idual who ia a citizen of OuYW1,W,; 
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(b) a COl!lpany within the meanin, of the 

Cap ee:01 Canp!Vlies Act; or 

Application tor 
qu11my licence or 
its rnnewal. 

(c) 1,1,llY organisation established by the 

Gove�nt, whether incorporatP.d or not. 

(3) A quarry licence shall be 1ranted only -

(a) in respect of State land or Govenimcnt 

land; or 

(b) in respect of any other land owned by 

the applicant for the licence or, where 

the land is owned by any other person, 

the applictllll has entered into ,u, 

arrangement in '-Tiling with such other 

person W"lder which the appl iCQnt hns the 

right to quarry r�� and remove the 

111ineral to 1,,·hich tbe a1-r ication 

relalei., 

( 4) A quarry licEmce !<l\all t.e subject to this Act, 

such conditions II.!' may be prescribed or other conditions 

that 111ay be specified in the lice-nee. 

90. ( l) Every appl iC;lt ion for a quarry licence or for 

the rene\.'8.l of a quan·y licenc e shall be in such form, 

and shall contain such pnrticulars o.s m:w be pre,«:r i hr'<i. 

( Z l Every application referred lo in subsL-ction 

( l) ahall be OCCO!T\pn.niP.d by such rr,,�,i o..s mny br 

prescribed. 
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91,(1) Every quarry licence shall be in such form as 

aay be preecribed, 

(2) Such fees aa my be prescribed shall be 

paysb1e for the ,rent of a quarry licence or for renewal 

thereof. 

92·, No qu1u·ey liceric,: shall be srnnttl!(i in respect of 

any land which is, at the time \.lhen the qusrry licence is 

11ranted, eubject to -

(i ) a aini.N licence ; 

( ii) a ainina penra.i ti 

(iii} a clai• licence; 

(iv) a special m.i.tiina penn.it; or 

(v) any other quarry licence, 

unless the Colllnission is satisfied that the exercise of 

ri&hts under the proposed quarrY licence would not 

substantially prejudice the carrying out of operations 

in:ler any such licence or penn.i t as is ref�rred to in 

par&Cr!t,phs ( i) to ( v) (inclusive), 

93, ( l) Subject to this Act, a..quorry licence sholl 

be valid -

(a) for such per10C1, not exceedina fifteen 

years, as 11111r be specified in the

licence, includintr the date of iBBue of

the licence; and 
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(b) for any further period, not exceeding 

five years on each occasion, for which 

the quarry licence is renewed. 

(2) In determining the period for which any 

quarry licence is to be granted, the Commission shall 

have regard to the scale of operations to be carried on 

under the licence, including the expenditure involved and 

the equipment to be used. 

(3) A quarry licence may state that it is 

transferable, and where it is so stated, the licence may 

be transferred with the approval of the Commission, but 

otherwise a quarry licence shall not be transferable. 

(4) The provisions of section 65, with the 

exceptiOn of the proviso to subsection (2) of that 

section, shall mutatis mutandis apply in relation to the 

cancellation of a quarry licence. 

94.(1) The holder of a quarry licence may, subject 

to this Act and the conditions of the licence, enter upon 

the land specified in his licence and quarry and remove 

therefrom, and dispose of, any mineral to which his 

licence relates. 

(2) Section 27, shall mutatis mutandis apply in 

relation to the holder of a quarry licence as it applies 

in relation to a licensee. 

95. Subject to the Regulations, the Cummission shall 

maintain a register, in Lich manner and containing such 

particulars as may be prescribed of all quarry licences 

issued under this Chapter, and of the renewal, transfer 

or cancellation of any such licence. 
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96.(1) The holder of a quarry licence shall pay to 

the Government royalty at such rate as may be prescribed. 

(2) Royalty payable under subsection (1) shall be 

payable in kind if, and to the extent to which, 

prescribed by or under the Regulations. 

Royalty payable 
by holder of 
quarry licence. 

PART IT 

GEOLOGICAL A) GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY 

97.(1) The Minister may permit any person to carry 

on geological, geophysical and other surveys and 

investigations in Guyana or any part of it which in his 

opinion are relevant for the prospecting for, or mining 

of, any mineral, on such terms and conditions as may be 

agreed between the Minister and the applicant for the 

permission. 

(2) The terms and conditions referred to in 

subsection (11 may ipclUde terms and conditions relating 

to 

(s) the period for which the permission is 

granted; 

(b) furnishing to the Minister information 

obtained as a result of any surveyror 

investigation referred to in that 

subsection; 

Permission for 

9004000111 or  
taxa  
WNW. 



104 

No. 201 
	

LA li'SOF GUYANA 
	

[A.D. 1989 
	 ..1.0.,■■■•■,■••••••■01.-•■•••••■• 

(c) restrictions, if any, on the 

dissemination to any person, other 

than the Minister, of any information 

obtained as a result of the survey or 

investigations; and 

(d) payment to the Government of fees for the 

grant of the permission. 

PART XII 

Pegistrabon and 
licensing ot 
dredges. 

REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF DREDGES, ETC. 

98. The Regulations may prescribe that the owner of 

a dredge which is in a mining district or claim shall 

regitter the dredge and shall take out a licence for the 

dredge, and where any such regulations have been made, no 

dredge which is not registered, or for which a licence 

has not been taken out, in accordance with the 

Regulations, shall be taken into or kept in any mining 

district or claim. 

99. Section 98 and the Regulations shall apply to 
APPlicsdien 
mien IS to 
Marna 	 such machinery, equipment or plant, being machinery, 
ratectriway, 

equipment or plant which is used or which can be used for 

mining, processing or preparation of any mineral, as may 

be specified by the Minister by order. 
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rAttl AXL 

PORFErniRE OF AIRCRAFT, ETC. 

10d. In tbii Part the expression "Commissioner" has 	 Definition. 

the same meaning as in the Guyana Geology and Mines 

Commission Act 1978. 	 No. 9 of 1979. 

101.(1) Any aircraft, ship or carriage, together 	 Forfeiture of 
aircraft, etc, 

with all animals and things, or any dredge or machinery, 

aerie use of in the ccamission of an act. or for a 

purpose, prohibited by or under this.Act shall be 

forfeited and the forfeiture of any aircraft, ship, 

carriage, animal, thing, dr/wigs or machinery, shall be 

deemed to include the tackle, apparel and furniture, if 

any, thereof: 

Provided that where - 

(a) the Minister; or 

(b) the magistrate, in any proceedings under 

this Act for forfeiture &DI condemnation of 

any aircraft, ship, carriage, together with 

all animals and things, or any dredge or 

machinery, liable for forfeiture under this 

section, 

is satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that 

(i) the person who was the owner of the 

aircraft, ship, carriage, together 

with all animals and things, or the 

dredge or machinery; and 
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(ii) in the caee of N'l oircrnft or ship, 

'every person who was a responsible 

ofticer thereof or in the case of a 

dredae or ntchin,,ry the person in 

charge thereof, when it was IIIBdi. use 

of in the carmission of any �t or 

for any purpose aforesaid, was not 

concerned in or privy to such use, 

the aircrnft, ship, carrie.&e, 

together with all animals and things, 

or the dredge or machinery, as the 

case may be, shall be restored to the 

O'-ner thereof, 

(2) In this section the expression "responsible 

officer", in relation to any ai -croft or ship, hos the 

same meaning as in section 201 ( 3) of :.he Customs Act and 

includes also such other officers, not mentioned therein, 

as IOII-Y be specified by the Minister by order. 

102.(l) Subject to the other provisions of this 

section, if -

(a) the Colllnissioner; or 

(b) any other officer of the Camiission, or 

public officer, authorised in writing by 

t.he Collniss1oner for the purposes of this 

Part (hereinafter referred to os the 

"authorised pr.r11on"), 
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has reasonable cause to suspect that any aircraft, ship 

or carriage, together with all animals and things, or any 

dredge or machinery is being, or was, made use of in the 

conmiss ion of any act, or for a purpose, prohibited by or 

under ttiis Act, he may enter and search the aircraft, 

ship or cao:-riage, together with "-11 ani111&Is and things, 

or the <lrt,.4,lc or 1TV1.Chinery and it shul l h<, I 11wf11l for 

him, in case o'f resistance, to break open any door, and 

to force and remove any other impediment or obstruction 

t.> such entry, 

(2) Before the Carrnissioner or any authorised 

person proceeds to effect a search under tlfflt suhs,•ction 

he shall apply to a magistrate for the issue of a warrant 

under the hand of the magistrate authorising the search 

and it shall be lawful for the magistrate by special 

warrant under hi� hand to authorise the applicant to 

enter and search the aircraft., shit:' or carriage, together 

wi t.h all animals and things, or t.be dredge or "IBChinery, 

hy day or by night. 

(3) Except ..-here delay· caused therrh)' is I ik••h' 

to defeat the purpose of the search, the C'=1111issiur,,·r, <If' 

any authorised person, shall not effect a search under 

this section 1.1ithout. applying for and obtaining. unde1· 

subsection (2) a special �urrant authorising the search, 

(�) �bere it is not precticable for the 

Cornnissioner or any authorised person to apply for a.nd 

obtain under subsection (21 a special warrant authorising 

a search under this section for the reason, to be 

[No. 20 



No. 20) 

Forfeiture ol 
dredges and 
specified 
machinery not 
registered or 
licenced. 

108 

Lli WS OF GUYANA [A.D. 1989 

recorded in .. Tiling, that t.he delay cuused thereby is 

likely to defeat the purpose of the search, the 

CCllllllissioner or the authorised person may carry out the 

search without applyinc for and obtaining a special 

warrant
, 

as aforesaid, but shall make a report in writing 

regardiRg the search to the nearest magistrate wilhin a 

period of forty-eight hours of the search or, .. 11ere such 

report cannot be made with.i.n the aforesaid period, as 

soon as it can be made. 

I 03. ( I ) i.nere the Regulations have l!lllde the 

provisions reforred lo in sr.ction 98, nny dnxlge which is 

not re&istered, or for .. nich a licence has not been taken 

out, in accortlance with such Regulations, and found in a 

minina district or in a claim shall be forfeited wid the 

forfei lure of a drt,dge shall be deemed le include any 

furniture thereof. 

(2) \."hei;:e thP. Regulations had made the provisions 

referred to in section 98 and W"lY machinery, equipment or 

plnnt has been SJ�>cifiecl under sPCtion 99, W"lr sp .. cified 

machinery 1.1,ich is not registered, er for which a licence 

has not been taken out, in accordance with such 

Regulations, and found in a mining district or in a claim 

shall bP. forfeited. 
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10-1. The Caimissioner or any authorised person BB¥" 

seize any aircraft, ahip, carri8'e, t.oaether with all 

animals and thi,,.s, or any drecue or machinery, liable 

for forfeiture lmder this Part. 

105. (1 l A report �11 be 18de in wri tin, of every

seizure lmder section 104, atatin, the reaaona therefor, 

to the nearest aiaaiatrate by the peraon amki,,. the 

seizure within a period of forty-eil&ht hours or the 

seizure or, where such report cannot be 18de within the 

aforesaid period, as BOOn as it can be 11111.de, 

(2) The W!4ist.rate shall direct in whose custod7

any aircraft, ship, carriaie, anima.l, thin,, dPedae or 

machinery seized under section 104 shall be kept and such 

direction shall be complied with b:)C the person aekin, the 

seizure, 

(3) Without prejlrlice to the provisions of 

subsection (2), a inaaistrate may order the delivery of 

any aircraft, ship, .carriage, together with a.11 animals 

and things, or any d.redae or .achi.nery seized lmder 

section 104 to the owner thereof on securit:, betni dven 

for the pe.yment to the C-Oamissioner or the value thereof' 

in ca.9., of condemnation. 

106,(1) Where any aircraft, ship, carriaie, animal, 

thilljC, dredll:e or machinery is seized l.a'lder thia Part, 

notice of the seizure shall be aiven by a ainini officer 

as soon as possible t.o the owner and the person in cha.rire 

thereof, if such person il not the owner. 

[No.20 
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( 2) A no tic-, under subsection (1) ahall be ah·en

to the owner or person in charae of the aeized aircraft, 

ship, carriaae, animal, thin,, dredae or IIIBChinecy -

{sJ by deliverin, the notice personally 

to the owner or person in charge, as 

the case may be, or by sending the 

notice by post to his usual place of 

alxxle or business premises; or 

(b) if the 0'-Tler or the person in charge,

as the case lllliy be, is not known or,

if known, he cruviot be fo1.ind after

reasonable enquiry and his usual

place of alxxle and hie business

premises are not known, or he refuses

to accept the notice when tendered to

him, by pu�lishing the notice in one

ne .. "Spaper having circulation in

Guyana.

J3) Any person ,.t,o claims any aircraft, ship, 

carriage, an�mal, thing, d.re<:;ge or machinery, seized 

under this Part, as_it s owner, or any other person duly 

authorised by the owner, may give notice to the 

COllfllission, that he claims the aircraft, ship, carri�e, 

animal, thing, dredge or machinery, ..,ithin th i rty c:ID.rs 

from the <U.1te on which the notice of seizur� under 

subsection (1) was given to him: 

[AD. 1989 
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Provided that the Cormlission may, if there are good 

and sufficient reasons for so doing, which shall be 

recorded in writing, entertain a claim after the expiry 

of the aforesaid period of thirty days, but before the 

expiry of three months ·from the date of the seizure. 

(4) An aircraft, ship, carriage, animal, thing,

dredae or machinery seized under this Part, and in 

respect of which rio notice of claim was given before the 

expiry of three months from the do.te of ita seizure, may 

be sold by the Conmissioner in such manner as may be 

prescribed. 

( 5) 11:•ere a notice of claim has been made under

a\.lhsecl.ion (31 in respect of an aircraft, ship, carriage, 

together with all animals and things, or any dredge or 

machinery, seized under this Part and -

(ai a complaint for its forfeiture.and 

condemnation under section 10�, or a 

complaint against the owner thereof for an 

order in respect of art offence under this 

;,.::t,, in the corrmission of any act 

constituting which offence it is used, is 

not made within ninet}' days of its seizure 

or within such further time as may be 

allowed by the magistrate referred to in 

section 105(21, or 

[No. 20 
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( b) the complaint 11111,fo for i tR forfc-1 t.ur,.· nn.I 

condemnation under section 108 is rejected, 

and no onler for its forfeiture and 

condemnation is mode under section 107, 

then, upon order being nide therefor by the aforesaid 

inaaistrate, the aircraft, ship, carria,e, together with 

all animals and things, or dredae or machinery shnll be 

restored to the owner thereof by the person,who is given 

its custody under section 105(2) or, where Uw nircrnft, 

ship, carriage, together with all animals and things, 

or dredge or machinery has been delivered to the owner 

thereof 12nder section 105(3) on the giving of security, 

the security bond shall be cancelled. 

107. i..11r.rP a person is cori,·icl.t"<l of u.n off1•11c1' ur,der 

this Act, the court convicting him rr-,y, in ,,dJi lion tn 

any other penalty imposed, order that·a11y n,ir·craft, ship, 

carriage, together �ith all an:mals and things, dre<l;;e or 

machinery of ,,,hich he 1-as the 01-ner 1-+.en the offence ..,as 

cormntted and 1-+.ich is linble for f,,rfc·i turr '"l :w,·uunt 

of its use for any act constituting the offt-nc,,, t., 

forfeited and co�idemned. 

108.(1) Subject to the provisions of seclion JO,, 

any forfei lure imposed by this Purt riv,y bt> su"! for· IUHi 

recovered surm\nr1ly b,�fDr<� a mn.L:1st.ratP on thP 1·1 1m1,!:,inl 

of any mines officPr·, 
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(21 The practice and procedure of the 

m&Mistrate's court in its civil jurisdiction shall apply 

to, and in relation to, an)· complaint. undi,r suh!'lf"Ct ion 

( l) 

109, All seizures �atsoeve,· �+.ich have been made 

and corkiemru.'CI under Ulis Part shall be disposed of in 

such manner as may be prescribed. 

110. The provisions of this Part shn.11 be in

additi� to, and not in deroeation of, the ot.her 

provisio�s of this Act. 

PART XI\' 

SPECIAL PROVISIO:-IS REUTI�G TO A.'1ERI!'.1HA.� 

111. (I) E.xcept during the period �hen a member of

any Amerinainn corrvminity (hereinafter- referred to as 

Amerind inn I is; the holder of a 1 icence or permit u'nder 

this Act, (during ..,h\ch period the privileges he had 

immr,diately before the corrrnencement of this Act shall 

st.and s,1sp.,11J<..J in respect of any r:;atter to �h ic-h the 

I icence or �rmi t relat.rol, the provisions of this .-\ct 

sluil l not, save n,; ot.h"l"''i,·•, providt-<I her1dn, t:,., de,•n1t-d 

t,, aff.,ct th,i privi leg,,s that ruiy ,\111erindian as such had 

;rml<,diat,,ly before the c�nr.ement of this Act in 

r·,·\ution to pro,;p,"<:ting, mining or <111arry1ng for all\' 

mineral. 

(2) Any ,\m,•rindian shall P.:\ercise any privil1,�r.

ro,fern . .J to in sul,,-,,�:tion (II in I.he mwu,cr providt.-d 1n 

th,, R,,gulntions and subject to thi, prm·i!:iions t.h .. r.,of. 

Disposal of 
seizure. 

[No. 20 
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112. For the purposes of this Act, all land 

occupied or used by Amerindian can:nunities and all land 

necessary for the quiet enjoyment by the Amerindians of 

any Amerindian settlement, shall be deemed to be lawfully 

occupitd by them. 

1 !3. It shall not be lawful for any Amerindian to 

take any mineral fran any land which is subject to a 

licence or penni t under this Act, and any mineral found 

in the possession of an Amerindian, "and which is not 

proved to have been lawfully obtained by him, shall be 

forfeited to the State, 

114.(1) \."here any Amcrindinn who is not the holder 

of a mining licenc<', claim licence or special mining 

penni t under this Act obtains and desires to sell any 

valuable mineral or precious stone, it shall be sold by 

the Comnission on his behalf and the ,pnx::eeds· shall be 

paid to such Aml;!rindian. 

(2) It shall not be lawful for nny person to 

obtain, receive or purchase any valuable mineral or 

precious stone from an Amerir.dian directly, and all 

valuable minerals or precious stones so obtained, 

received or purchased shall be forfeited to the State. 

115,(1) \."here it app<>ars that any person has made 

use of any ,\merindiun to obtain any valuable mineral or 

precious st.one in contrnvcntion of or in defraud of the 

provisions of this ,\ct, the vnlunbli, minPral or precioU! 

stone so obtained shall be forfeit,!<.! to the St..o.te. 
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(2) Any valuable mineral or precious stone 

forfeited to the State shall be applied by the Minister 

for the benefit of the Amerindian referred to in 

subsection (1) or otherwise as the Minister directs. 

PART XV 

MTSCELLANECUS 

116.(1) Any person aggrieved by a deciSion of the 

Commission refusing to grant to him a prospecting 

licence, mining licence, prospecting permit, claim 

licence or quarry licence, or refusing to renew any such 

licence or permit granted to him or cancelling any such 

licence or permit, may, subject to such terms and 

conditions (including the .time within wtich the appeal 

may be made and the fee to accompany the appeal) as may 

be prescribed, appeal to the Minister against such 

decision of the Commission. 

(2) The Minister, after giving the appellant a 

reasonable opportunity of being heard, may pass 

appropriate orders on the appeal, which shall be binding 

on the appellant and the Commission. 

(3)• For the purpose of deciding any appeal made 

under this section, the Minister may request the 

CommiSsion to produce before the Minister any document in 

its possession or to submit to him a report in regard to 

the subject matter of tlit appeal and the Commission shall 

.!umply with the re.luest. 

Appeal against 
decision of 
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ceancelling, 
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Delegation. 
117.(1) The Minister may by instrument delegate any 

function conferred on him by this Act, not being any 

function relating to the hearing of appeals or the making 

of subsidiary legislation, to the Commission or any 

member thereof or the Commissioner of Geological Surveys 

and Mines. 

(2) The Commission may by resolution delegate to 

any member thereof or the Commissioner of Geological 

Surveys and Mines any function (not being a function 

delegated to it under subsection (1)) confeered on the 

Commission by this Act. 

Establishment of 	 118. (11 The Minister may by notice published in the Mations. 

Gazette, establish one or more stations in or in the 

neighbourhood of a mining district. 

(21 The Commission shall, by notice published 

in the Gazette, designate a mines officer to be in charge 

of a station. 

119.(1) The Minister may by order direct that any 

person going to or coming from a mining district 

specified therein shall stop :iad report at one or more 01 

the stations specified therein to the mines officer or 

respective mines officers in charge thereof. 

(2) (here the mines officer in charge of a 

station has reason to suspect that evidence of the 

contravention, or intended contravettion, of any 

provision of this Act, the Guyana Gold Board Act 1981 or 

the Customs Act may be found on any person who has 

reported to the station or on or in any container or 

Reporting at 
station. 

No. 12 of 1981 

Cap. 82.01 
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thina in the possession of that person, such officer may 

(3) For the purpose of any search under subsection 

(2), the aines officer referred to therein may obtain 

auc:h uaiat.ance or ray use such force as in his opinion 

is required and IBY break open any lock or the thina, 

( 4) It aines officer in charae of a station 11111y seize 

anythina he rinds in cons<!qiaencc of a search under this 

aection which ·he has reason to believe provides evidence 

of the C<lffllllission or an offence under any wri ttcn law 

�ferred to in aubeection (2) or anythin& which he has 

reason to believe is liable •.n be f_orfei ted un<lcr this 

Act , the Guyana Gold Board Act 1981 or the Custl'IINt Act. 

(51 �'here a mines officer in charge of a station 

seizes anyt.hina under this Act he shall forthwith prerare 

a list or the thinas hr. has seized in the presence of the 

person from -.hose possession it WBS seizf!d and t.wo 

�itnesses and a copy or the list signed by such officer 

anrJ thP. .,.i tn.,sses shall at. thi. earliest possible date 

thereafter bP. so,nl by sur.h officer lo the 111ai:i,;l111te 

havina jurisdiction owir I.he place where the stat.ion is 

situ:1tP.CI, 

120. For the p..irposP.s of t.his Act. a fE.'fflllle p,,rs:>n 

sha 11 be s,..arr.h1..-d on! y by another ftmale persor, and a 

lllllle. person shall .bf! searr.h,,.' <>rtl)I by another 111;1le 

J)P.TSl)rl , 

Search of 
persons. 

[No. 20 
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Obstructiion of 
holder of licence 
or permit. 

Restriction on 
removal of 
minerals. 

121. Any person who, without reasonable excuse, 

obstructs or prevents the holder of a licence or permit 

under this Act in or from doing, any act which the holder 

of the licence or permit is authorised to do by or under 

this Act or his licence or permit, shall, on eummary 

conviction, be liable to a fine of five thousand dollars 

and imprisonment for one year. 

122.(1) Any mineral shall not be removed from the 

area from which they have been obtained to any other 

area, or disposed of in any manner, except - 

(a) by the holder of a licence pr permit 

granted under this Act in relation to 

that mineral and the area from which 

the mineral was obtained, - 

(i) subject to subsection (2), for 

the purpose of sampling or 

analysis; or 

(ii) save as otherwise provided in 

this Act, in accordance with the 

terms and conditions of his 

licence or permit; or 

(b) as otherwise provided by or under this 

Act. 



119 

A.D. 1989] THE MINING ACT 

( 2) The holder of a licence or penni t under thb 

Act shall not, under subsection (1) (a) ( i) take or send 

out of any area referred to therein any sample of any 

11ineral without the written consent of the Commission 

•iven under this aubsection, 

123,(l) The Minister 118Y by order direct that no 

person shall ftlllDve any •old or precious ctone or any 

other llineral apec1fied in the order, from a mini� 

diatrict, out.aide that llinirc diatrict without the 

peraission in writi� of th� district mines officer for 

the district, 

(2) An order under subsection (1) may exempt any 

penon <Jr class of penona from that order, or 118Y direct 

that the order ahall not ar,ply to iio-ld or precio08 

atones, or to any other 11ineral specified in the order, 

not exceedi� the quantity specified therein. 

12-1-. Any person who contravenes section 122 or order 

lll8de under section 123 shall, on� cdhviction, bs 

iiable -

(a) in the case of an individual, to a

fine of five thousand dollara and 

l.apriaaraent for one year; 

(b) · in the cue of a bod)' corporate to• 

fiM ot ta.nty-five t.hcuund doll.an 

[No. 20 
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125, Any person who 

(a) in, or in oonnectior with, &RY 

application for a licence or permit

under this Act Ii vea or permi ta to be

&iven infoniation which he knows or 

has reason to oelieve is f&lse or

lllialeadin1 in a nateri&l particular;

(bl in any report, return or affidavit, 

autnitted ir. JlW'Sl.&!ICe•of this Act or 

his licence or penni t, includes or 

permits t.O be included any infoniat.,ion 

which he knowll or hoa �11801l to 

believe is false or lllialeadin1 in a 

1ateri&l J&l'ticular; or 

(ct pl1•cea or depoaita 1 or is accessory to 

tho!! placinl or depoai tins of. any 

al.neral or other subs�e in any 

place with the intention of 

aialeadin1, or kAowin1 that it is 

likely to. m.ial-1, any other person u 

to the possibility of any llineral 

existin, in that place, 

11i1all, on·� oonvictien, be liable -

(i) in the cue of an individual, to

a Cine of five tlD.mand dollan

and illpri�t for one JNl'i or
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(ii) in the case of a body corporate, 

to a fine of twenty-five thou8and

dollars and i.mpriaonment for one

year.

126. (1) For the purposes of this Act a mines

officer, district lllinea officer, or other officer 

referred to in .eection 5 may, at all reasonable ti••, -

(a) enter and inspect ar\Y' area, structure, 

build.in,, vehicle, ve-1 or aircraft

which, in the opinion of the ainea

officer, district ainea officer or

other officer, has been, 1• bein,, or

is to be, used in oennection with 

pre.pectins operations or llininl

operations;

(b) inspect, exuine and teat, or Qal.199 to

lie exaained or tested by a qualified

person, any mchine17 or eqw:.-.nt 

•ich, in the optnion of the alnN

officer, diatrict. ainea officer, or 

other officer, baa baa·, la babe or 

la to bl, uaed in CDr!MCtlon vlth � 

of the operatlana referred to ln 

�(a)_; 

[No. 20 
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(c) take or remove for the purpose of 

analysis or testing or for use in 

evidence in connection with an offence 

against this Act samples of minerals 

or other substances from any area 

where any of the operations referred 

to in paragraph (a) are being carried 

on, 

(d) inspect, take extracts from, and make 

copies of, any document relating to 

any of the operations referred to in 

paragraph (a); 

(e) by instrument in writing issue 

directions to, and impose restrictions 

on, the holder of any liceme or 

permit granted under this Act, or any 

person employed by him in, or in 

connection with, any of the operations 

referred to in paragraph (a), with 

respect to the health, safety and 

welfare of the persons employed by the 

holder of the licence or persit; 
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if, in the opinion or the mines 

officer, district mines offi:ier or 

other officer, the area, structure or 

h.iildina or 1111Chinery or equipnent 

used in, or in connection with, any or 

the operations referred to in 

para,;raph (a) is \.S\Safe, direct the 

holder or the licence or permit in 

wri tint to effect -

(i) the ces:?ation of any or the

operations referred to in

paraaraph (a) on or in, and the

wi thclrawal or all personnel f�,

any area, structure or h.iildin&

bein& used in connection with any

such operat-.ions and specified in

the direction; or

(ii) the discontinuance of the use of

any INIChinery or equipnent,

specified in the direction,

unless an,1 until such action as 

is necessary tor satety. 

specified in the direction, is 

taken by the holder of the 

lie ence o� pel'lli t anl cc:aq,leted; 

[No. 20 
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(g) make such examinations and inquiries 

as are necessary to ensure that the 

provisions of this Act, or any 

directions issued, restrictions or 

Conditions imposed or orders made 

under this Act, are being complied 

with; and 

(h) obtain and record statements from 

witnesses, and appear at, or conduct 

inquiries, regarding accidents 

occurring in the course of any of the 

operations referred to in paragraph 

(a), and appear at inquests, and call 

and examine witnesses, and 

cross-examine witnesses. 

(2) Before exercising any of his powers under 

subsection (1), if there is any person present who is, or 

appears to be, in charge of the area, structure or 

building, vehicle, vessel, or aircraft, machinery or 

equipment, mineral or other substance or document in 

respect of which the power is about to be exercised, a 

mines offiter, district mines'otficer or other officer 

shall identify himself to that person and, in the case of 

issuing a direction under subsection (1)(e) or (f) 

identify himself to any person to whom he is about to 

give a direction. 
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(J) i\ny persor, 1-ho is aggrieved by a direction of a

min,�s officrer, district mines officer or other officer 

nlBde under sut.sP.ction (l){e) or (f) may appeal in writing 

to the COll'mission, which shall, as soon as practicable 

and aftPr giving lhP. appellant and the mines officer, the 

district mines offic�r or other officer, as the case may 

be, a reasonable oppt)rtunity uf ooing heard, poss 

appropriat-, onlt:rs on the app,.ol; but the bringing of the 

appeal shal I not affect the OpP.ralion, pending the 

disposal of the app,•111, of the direction appealP.d from: 

Provided t.hat the Col!Wnission may for reasons to be 

recorded in 1-Titing stay the operation of the direction. 

(4) On appeal under subsection (3) 1 the COl!Vllission may

rescind, affirm or modify the direction appealed from. 

(5) �hile exercising his powers under subsection(!),

a mines officer, district mines officer or other officer 

11111.y be accompanied by any person who tlie mines officer, 

district mines officer or other officer believes has 

special or expert kn=ledge of any matter being 

inspected, examined, tested or analysed. 

(6) A pP.rson who is o.n occupier; or is in charge of 

any area, structure or building, or in charge of any 

vehicle, vessel, aircraft, machinery or equipnent 

referred to in subsection (1), shall provide a·mines 

officer, district mines officer or otiier officer with all 

re&Honable facilities and assistance ( incl•'Cling the 

provision of necessary lllelllls of transport) for the 

[No. 20 
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effective exercise of the powers conferred upon a mines 

officer, district mines officer or other officer by this 

section. 

(7) Any person who 

(a) without reasonable excuse, obstructs or 

hinders a mines officer, district mines 

officer or other officer in the exercise of 

any of his powers under this section;.  

(b) knowingly or recklessly makes a statement 

or produces any document, which is false or 

misleading in any material particular, to 

or before a mines officer, district mines 

officer or other officer engaged in 

carrying out his functions under this 

section; or 

(c) w:cn intent Vb mislead or deceive a mines 

officer, district mines officer or other 

officer when so engaged, conceals or 

withholds any information, 

shall, on summary conviction, be liable to s fine of ten 

thousaq0 dollars and imprisonment for two years. 

(8) In this section and section 127, "document" 

includes book, tape, disc, film, diagram, profile, chart, 

photograph, whether negative or positive, and any data 

recorded or stored by means of any computer or other 

device and any material subsequently derived from the 

data so recorded. 
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127.(1) Without prejudice to any other provision of 

this Act, where the Commission has reason to believe that 

a person has in his possession or under his control 

information or data relating to.prospecting operations or 

mining operations in Guyana, or minerals obtained in 

Guyana or the value thereof, it may, by notice, require 

that person - 

(a) to submit to the Commission such 

information or data within the period and 

in the manner specified in the notice; 

(b) to attend before the Commission or a person 

identified in the notice, at such time and 

place specified therein and to answer 

questions relating to those operations or 

the value of such minerals; and 

(c) to produce before the Commission or a 

person identified in the notice, at the 

time and place specified therein, boOks and 

other documents in his possession or under 

his control relating to those operations, 

minerals obtained as a result of the 

operations or the value of such minerals. 

(2) Where pursuant to a notice under subsection (1), 

any book or other document is produced before the 

Commission or a person, the Commission or the person may 

make copies of, or take extracts from, the book or other 

41,xnusent. 

Commission's 
power to obtain 
information 
relating to 
prospecting or 
mining 
operations. 
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( 3) Any person who -

[A.D. 1989 

(a) n!fuaes or failP to comply with a notice 

under subsection (1) to the extent to which 

he is c,pable of complying with it; 

(b) in purported compliance with a notice in 

respect of the matters referred to in 

subsection ( l) (al, knowingly or recklessly 

furnish�- infonnation or data �nich·is 

false or misleading in any material 

particular; 

(c) when attending before the Conmission or any 

person in pursuance of a notice in respect 

of the matters referred to in subsection 

( 1) (b) knowingly or- recklessly makes a 

statement or furnishes any infJ::>nnation or 

data to the C001Dission or any person which 

is false or misleading in any mat erial 

particular; or 

( d) in purported comp! iance with a notice in 

respect of any matter referred to in 

subsection ( 1) (c) kno1,,1ingl)' or recklessl;r 

prcxluces before the Conrnission or any 

person any txXlk or other document which is

falsP. or contuinina nny Hl.lll�·ITl(!nt or entry 

I-Illich is false in any material particular, 
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shall, on summary conviction, be liable to a fine of ten 

thousand dollars and imprisonment for one year. 

128. Any person who is guilty of an offence under 	 General penalty 

this Act for which no penalty is otherwise expressly 

provided shall, on summary conviction, be liable - 

(i) in the case of an individual, to a 

fine of ten thousand dollars and to 

imprisonment for one year; or 

(ii) in the case of a body corporate, to a 

fine of twenty-five thousand dollars 

and to imprisonment for one year. 

129.(1) Where a person is convicted of an offence 

against this Act, the court convicting him may, in 

addition to any other penalty imposed, make an order - 

(a) for the forfeiture of arty minerals 

recovered in the course of the 

commission of the offence: or 

(b) for the payment, by the person 

convicted, to the State of an amount_ 

equal to the prochedi of the sale of 

the minerals so recovered. 

Orders for 
forfeiture on 
conviction. 
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(2) Where the court is satisfied that an order 

made undg subsection (1) (a) cannot for any reason be 

enforced, thecourt that made the order may, upon 

application made ih that behalf by the mines officer set 

aside the order and make an order referred to in 

subsection (1)(b). . 

Enforcement of 
frofeiture. 

130., Without prejudice to any other provision of 

this Act, any forfeiture imposed by this Act may be sued 

for and recovered summarily in a magistrate's court in 

its civil jurisdiction on the complaint of any mines 

officer. 

power to accept 
compensation for 
an offence. 

Obligation of 
licensee to 
indemnify State 

131. Notithstailding any other provision of this 

Act, the Minister may, in any case he thinks proper and 

in substitution for any proceedings in a court, accept on 

behalf of the State a sum of money by way of compentation 

from any person rensonnhly suspected of a contravention 

of this Act: 

Provided that such compensation shall be 

accepted only where the person reasonably suspected of 

such contravention has expressed his willingness in such 

form as may be prescribed that the contravention as 

aforesaid shall be so dealt with. 

132. The hoiaer of any licence or permit under this 

Act shall, at all times, keep the State indemnified 

against all actions, claims and demands that may be 

brought or made against the State by reason of anything 
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done by the holder or the licence or pen1it in the 

exercise or purported exercise or his r'ilhts under this 

Act or the licence or pennit, as the case _,. be, 

133. t.'here by or wder this Act provision has been 

made for an ai:,peal to the ec-ission rrom any order or 

direction of a mines orficer, or district •ines otfiqer 

or any other person, and any such order appealed a,ainst 

was mode by the C�issioner, he shall not runction as a 

membtir of the Conmission for the purposes of hearint or 

deciding the appeal. 

1

13-1. ftithoul prejudice to an)· other provisi_on of 

this Act, the Minister ma)· by 01-der exempt an)· person or 

clnss or p,�rsons or any operation or class of operations 

from 1111)· provision of thi_s ,�t. 

135, Th .. �Hoister 111.'.l)' br order, which shall be 

sub,j,�l to m•"at.i,·P. resolution of the �nlional AssP.tnbly, 

amomd the Sdm..lule. 

136, ( 11 Tim mn ist ... r ma�· mn.J,e rei."l.�lo.tions for 

cnrryir\l(· out the purfl')ses of this Act, 

(21 \;ithtlut prejudice le;> the gen,�rnln>· of the 

fur,�going, t.1:,i Rt�gulat.ions may, in particular,· provide 

for all or 1111)0 of the fol lowing matt.�rs -

[No. 20 

Commissioner not 
to take part In 
hearing or 
decid111$1 of 
appeals by 
Comminlon in 
�ertain cases. 

Power of 
exemption. 

Amendment of 
Schedule. 
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(a) the prospecting for minerals, 

including the carrying on of all 

operations and the execution of all 

works for that purpose; 

(b) the mining of minerals, including the 

carrying on of all operations and the 

execution of all works for that 

purpose; 

(c) conservation, and prevention of the 

waste, of minerals; 

(d) the form and contents of, and 

conditions with respect to, 

applications for the grant or renewal 

of licences and permits hinder this 

Act, 

(e) the form and contents of licences and 

permits granted under this Act and of 

their renewal; 

(f) the minimum area of a parcel; the 

maximum area for which a mining permit 

may be granted; the circumstances in 

which prospecting or mining operations 

with respect to any mineral shall be 

• 
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deemed to be medium size operations or 

sn�ill scale operations; the min'imun 

area to be retained by a prospecting 

licensee after relinquishment under 

section 37(2); 

(g) the constr.x:tion, erection,

maint�nance, operation or use of 

installations, 1118Chinery, or

(h) 

equir,nent;

healt�afety and welf�re standards,
.. 

and imp�ntation of these st.:indards,

in conrw!ction with prospecting or ·the

mining for minerals; 

( i l the mann�r. of demarcation of any Brea 

in respect of �nich a licence or 

�nnit has been granted under this 

Act; 

(j) subnission to t.he �linister or the

Convnission of reports, returns and

other information;

(kl the transfer of licences or pennits, 

or int.errist.s in licences or pr.nni ts, 

granted under this �t.; 

[No. 20 
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( 1 ) annual charaes; 

[AD. 1989 

(m) fees payable alon& with the

application for, or for the 1rant of

an)' licence or penait, or for Bil)' 

other purpose, under this Act; 

(n) subject to the other proviaiona of 

U'lia Act, the IIIBIVM!r of service of anr 

notice, direction or other documeht 

under this Act and the fora of an)' 

notice; 

(o) prospectin, for and locatin& of 

claims; 

(pl the 1rant and �l of ainin& 

permits and the ri&hta, and duties of 

holders of such permits; 

(q) re1i11tration and licenain, of dredlles; 

(r) rates of royalty pa)'llble by holders of 

licences or pel"lli ta; cues in which 

royalty shall be payable in kird; 

ta) public purposes for the purp:NM or

section 8l(ll(a)(iiJ; 
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(t) distances for the purposes of section 

81(1); 

(u) land or area or nature of land or area 

in respect of which, or the persons 

whose, consent is required for the 

purposes of section 81(1)(d); 

(v) manner of giving notice under section 

86; 

(w) form of register of quarry licences 

under section 95; 

(x) manner of sale of seized aircraft, 

ship, carriage, animal, thing, dredge 

or machinery under section 106(4); 

(y) disposal of seizures under section 109; 

(z) manner of exercise of privileges of 

Amerindians; 

(za) the form of making an appeal against a 

decision of the Commission; and the 

form for the pu.poses of the proviso 

to section 131; 

6 
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(zb) subject to the provisions of the 

Guyana Gold lloard Act 1981,· the 

regulation of the possession or sale 

or purchase of minerals and the 

movement or conveyance of minera ls 

from or in any area; 

( zc) cutting and use of timber from St.ate 

lands fo,· purposes connect ed with 

mining; 

(zdl pr=edure for determination of 

disputr.s; 

i ze I any other matter that mar bf·, or is 

required lo be, prescribed by Lhe 

�linister by regulations: 

(3) Save as oth1�r,..1ise provided in this .\ct, the 

Regulations may pro\'ide that any person who corrrnits a 

breac:h of any prov is ion thereof shal 1, on Sll!TVTIO.ry 

conviction, be liable for such penalty as may bf, provided 

therein, being a fine not exceeding twenty-five thousand 

,,dollars or imprisonment for a pericxi nol exceeding l.,;o 

years or both and, where the offence is a continuing one, 

to a further penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars 

for �a.ch day during which the offence continues. 
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PART XVI 

137. (II The Minir,a Act (hereinafter referred. to u

I.he "sald Act·· I ia hereby repeale<l. 

(21 Notwithat.arrlina the repeal of the said Act -

(al all resulations am.de under the -id 

Act, to the extent to which they could 

be 11'8de under this Act, shall, aubJect 

to the power of the H.inlster to amend 

or repeal them, continue in force as 

if they have been INlde under thh Act; 

lbl m.inina districts declared and atationa 

eatabliahed t.nder the aaid Acl ahall, 

eave aa otherwise directed by the 

Hiniater, be deemed to be 11inlns 

districts declared and atatlona 

established I.Klder thia Act, 

eave as otherwise directed by the 

Minister, -.ines officen or othei­

officera appointed under the .. id Act, 

aha.11 be d� to be ainn offloera 

or othei- officera under tllla Act1 1111d 

any auch aines officer or other 

[No. 20 

Repeal c:Jf Mining 
Act and savi�. 

Cap.85:01 

ofticer ahall perfora lhler th1a Actthe-t\n:• 
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tions they were pe{for�ing under 
the uid Act ii1t�:ediately before 

the co11ence1ent cf this Act, in 

sc far as sue� juncli:ns are con-

[AD. 1989 

sident liith the provisions of this Ad; and 

(dl ail llccn.e� and· persils issued 

�nder the sairi Act !hall continue 

i� for�e as if lhfy Nere granted 

�nder this �ct, but thev shall �e 

\�bject lo the provisi�ns of this 

;ct; and for the purpose� o! lh1s 

paragraph a concessi:n Gr lease, 

so fir as it relates to any 
1ineral, shall be dee1cd to be a

•ini�g licence granted under this

A�t, and a peraission lo occupy 

�nd eipiGre an, State lands, ar 

eiclusive right to occupy and 

ecplore within� gi1en area, 

given under section 13 of the said 

Act shall be dee1ed to be a pros­

�ecting licence granted undtr this·Atl, 

13) All agree1ents entered into before the

co11ence11nt of this Act by the Govern1ent or the 

Co11ission and any other person containing provi­

tions in respect of lhe utters referred lo in 

stcUc,n 19, and subsi�ting i1aediatelv before such 

c�••ence•ent, shall be deeaed to be a 1ineral 

agre11ent tnlt.red into under that sec lion by the 
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Co11i;sion and such other person and shall, sub-

ject to the provisions of this Act, continue in 

force u such: 

Provided that the ter• of the agree1ent 

shall be co1puted Nith effect fro1 the date on 

Mhich il MiS entered into or in such other 

uriner n aay be provided therein, 

138. -The Radio-active Kineral; Art is hereby repeal�d.

139. The provisions of the State Lands Act

shall, i� respect of any 1atter for Nhich provi-

sion has been 1ade under this Act, stand repealed 

to the ekttnt to Nhich the provisions first 1en-

tioned are inconsistent Nith the provisions of tt,is Ad, 

140. Nothing in thi� Act shall be dee1ed to

affect the operation of the Pubiic lands (Private 

Roads) Act, 

141, The Guyana Geology and Mines Co11ission

Act 1978 is hereby a1er.ded in the folloNing respects -

Ill in section 1, by the substitution, for 

the Nords ·Guyana &eology and Rines 

1•L 
Co111ssion Act 197&• of the Nords 6uyana 

6eolOCJY and Rines Co11ission Act 1979"J 

[No. 20 

Repeal of 
Radio-active 
Minerals Att. 
Cap. 65:04 
Palllal rapeal of 
-Lands Act 
Cap. 62:01. 

Public Lands 
(PrivmAollds) 
act not affected. 
Ila!>- 62:03 

Amendment of 
Guyana Geology 
and Mines 
CommiNion Act 

11111,. 
No. 9 of.Ut78. 
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n section 4 -

in au�ection (2) (c), by the 

1ubstftution, for the words "minir" 

reas," of the words "areas where 

,,inin.C operationa are carried on or 

nre p=poeed to be carried on"; 

(b) in B'-lbsectiOh (31(a), by the 

aubetit.uticn, for the words "exclusive

penaieeiOM, proapectin& ard claia

licences", of the words "or exclusive

penaiHiona, or any licence, perait,

or lllineral a,reeamt p-anted, or 

ffltered into, or de--1 to be 1rant.ed 

or ent.e:red into, Ulder the Mining M:t

1989�;

(cl in subsection (3)(b) -

(1) b-.f the insertion, after the word

"ul" ot tu� words "ro11Uti.e8,

pen11.l tiea" ; 

(iii by the aubatitution, for the 

words "Hinir,a Act·, of the words 

"ttiuli,a J'.t:t. 1999.,. 

[A.D. 1989 
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e,2 (2)e 

RADIO-,\CTIVE Mit-Bv\i..::, 

l. /IJ,y mineral contoining w-u.nium or thorium and, in 

particular and without prejudice to the genernlity 

of this pnro.groph, the substances hereinafter set 

out in •Jiis Sc1wdule. 

2 Minerals of the pitchblende group, including 

pitchblende, urw1inite, ulrichite, broggerite, 

cleveite, and reluted mineral species. 

3. Torbernite and autunite. 

4. Secondary uranium minerals other than torberni te and 

autunite including rutherfordine, uro.niw, 

urr.u1ophanc, Sl..unmi te. thoros\.Ulvni l�, ut:U/loc ire i te, 

l<asolite, bccquerelile o.nd other silicates, 

h)'C.lrotes, carbonnLes, phosphates, or arsenates of 

urwiium. 

5. Carnotite and tyuynmunile and related 

urwiium-bcarinit Vi\J1o.do.te ores. 

G, Urw,ium l.,curin�, nioootc-tita.nat,.-Ul.ntalnte ores,

including euxenite, poJ.rcrase, blomstro.ndine, 

priori.Le, s1.1111Ut·,c;l·.ite, fergusonite, uct.nfite nnci 

related minerals. 

i, �lonazite, thorite and thorianite. 

?a.��ed by LILe /\·atio1wl Assembly on 1989-12-28 

[No. 20 

F. A. Narain, 

Clerk of the National Assembly. 

16/1989) 
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