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AN ACT to amend the Defence Act to provide for the establishment 
of the Coast Guard, to set out the duties of its members and to 
Provide for matters incidental thereto. 

A,_ n,� Enacted by ,the Parliament of Guyana :--

!'diort title, 1. This Act, which amends th,� Defence Act. may be cited as the
,:ap, 15,01 Defence (Amendment) Act 1990. 

rnserti·m of 2- The Principal Act is hereby am..:nded by the im:rtion, aflernuw Part p I e 

IXA in the art X, or the followmg part as Part IXA -
['rincipal 
Aer. 

"PART IXA 

The Coast Guard 

Establishment 208A. (1) There is hereby e:,i.i.i.bii:,hed the Coast Guard aud special h' h I ]! · h ff' d ldi f he ,;uues of w 1c s 1a compnse t ose o 1cers an so ers o t Force
coast Guard, serving as members of the Maritime Corps of the Force or,

after the enactment of this Part, appointed to or from the 
Force as members of the Coast Guard. 

(2) The members of the Coast Guard shall be pri­
marily employed as a coast-watching force, maintaining a 
state of r.eadiness to function as a specialised service, en­
forcing or assisting in the enforcement of all applicable 
laws on and under the high s,eas and waters subject to the 
jurisdiction of Guyana. 

(3) Without prejudic,e to the generality of subsec­
tion (2) the members of the Coast Guard shall -

(a) enforce the provisions of every law relating
to -

(i) the regulation of any river, har­
bour or port of Guyana;

(ii) quarantine;

(iii) immigration;

(iv) fisheries;

(v) the territorial sea, continental
shelf, exclusiv,e economic zone
and fishery zone of Guyana;

(vi) safety at sea;

(vii) narcotic drugs an,d psychotropic
substances,
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hird Sobs- including the provisions of the laws dT  uk, 
mentioned in the Third Schedule; 

(b) detect and prevent the contravention of laws 
relating to revenue and customs; 

(c) prevent persons from bonding, holding or 
clinging to any vessel without the permission 
of the master of the vessel, and, if neces-
sary, remove any such person from the 
vessel. 

(4) For the purposes of carrying out their duties 
tit, members of the Coast Guard shall have the same 
powers, authorities and privileges as are conferred by law 

on, and shall be liable to all the responsibilities of, mem-
bers of the Police Force. 

Powers
(a) cause any vessel within the territorial sea or 

	of 
Pont of 

respect in any port, harbour, bay, river, roadstead ",,;?tht 
or creek in Guyana that he reasonably sus- co vessels. 

pects is being used or employed in any 
unlawful operation or enterprise, to be 
boarded, or stopped and boarded and 
searched; 

(b) after demand and refusal of any key in 
respect of any vessel, break open any recep-
tacle or break down any door, if he reason-
ably suspects that there is on board the 
vessel any merchandise or other property 
that has been stolen or unlawfully obtained 
or any article prohibited to be exported or 
imported; 

(c) direct, for the purposes of any lawful exam-
ination, investigation or inquiry, that the 
vessel be taken to such place as he may 
specify; 

(d) remain on board any such vessel for such 
reasonable time as he thinks necessary; 

(e) deliver, any property that he reasonably 
suspects to have been stolen or unlawfully 
obtained or any article prohibited to be 
Imported or exported and the person in 
whose possession it is found, with all prac-
ticable speed, into the custody of a mem- 

208B. (1) Any member of the Coast Guard may— 



(a) assaults, obstructs, resists or wilfully delays 
any officer or soldier of the Force acting in 
execution of any of the provisions of this 
Part; or 

Obstruction 
uf officer or 208 C. Any person who — 
soldier of 
the Force. 
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Cap. 16:01 ber of the Police Force to be dealt with in 
accordance with section 21 of the Police 
Act and otherwise according to law; 

(f) where it shall appear that a breach of any 
law has been committed rendering such 
vessel or merchandise or other pro-
perty, or any part thereof, on board of such 
vessel liable to forfeiture, seize such vessel 
or such merchandise, or both, and deal with 
the seizure according to the aforesaid law. 

(2) Any member of the Coast Guard acting in the 
execution of any of the provisions of this section may -- 

(a) pursue and arrest without warrant or take 
any other lawful and appropriate action 
against, whether he has landed or not, any 
person upon reasonable suspicion of having 
committed or being about to commit a 
criminal offence, and a Person arrested 
under this section without a warrant, shall 
be taken before a magistrate as soon as 
practicable after he is taken into custody 

Provided that he may, as soon as practi-
cable after his arrest, be 'delivered or con-
veyed and delivered into custody of a mem-
ber of the Police Force to be dealt with in 
accordance with section 21 of the Police 
Act and otherwise according to law; 

(b) take such steps as are reasonably justifiable 
in the circumstances of the case in order 
to compel compliance with any direc-
tions given in pursuance of any such 
provisions. 

(3) Subject to section 208A (4) no member of the 
Coast Guard shall be liable for any loss or damage to any 
vessel referred to in subsection (1) or loss or injury to any 
person on board any such vessel, occasioned in the execution 
of his duty. 
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(b) fails to comply, without rea59pable �XCU$e,
the proof whereof shall � upon him, with
any dire<;tipns. ,¥jYenjn l),\Jr&U.Q;P..Ce .. 9' s1.1&h 
provisions,

. shall be lia��e on summ.�y conviction to a fine of one 
thousand dollars and to imprisonment for twelve months . 
• fct·,i·�.r� ,. ... _r,·. '. �,rjt; i.".!�:;. i�'. .i{!_: t < i!!l.:�· •r . \'·�·,t •": ·:· 

::= laWI 208D. (1) Any officer or soldier of the Force may in the
fll°Ded III pursuance of his duties as a member of the Coast Guard
llule ., enforce or assist in 1the enforcement aai4 a.am.ini-atmtfon. of
� · thf laws mentioned in the Thir4 Sc]J.�pJe, J!p.9 m�Y. . arr�t
� 8ahe- without a warrant any person who comnults an offence
,r,n against any tu.eh i.W$.11Wh<>r•!A b�h �lju�,laws �nd�� 

�� 
shlp, .... 

, ·. 

.a person liable to arrest. 

(2) A member of the Coa6t Guarq. who a.rrests any
person pursuant to subsection (1) shall deliver the person 
jnto the custodyrof aimem1iler:of uie-·P�d:1or� :to � 
9ealt with according to,AQ,w. , · , i , : .,. • • , . 

208B. Any person who ·being subject to military law under 
this Act causes or allows to be lost, stranded or ha,zarded, 
any ship belonging to the Force or being used by the Force 
shall, on conviction,·�·Wl\J*lfllamf:l, .�,Aab� �f Jie a� 
wilfully or with wilful negl�, ,t.o 1�1U ._Of. 3.l)Y less 
punishment; and in any other case to imprisonment for ,a 
term ,Gf-tw:O-ye&nl or, a\'l.y·,,tfJIS§aftU�� provj4ed by 
this Act. 

Provlllom 288F; The v.rovisions of this Part shall be in addition to
I\JI: �-a!kll-net tn -s'iibstitutien,. derogation or limitation of the pro­

visions of any other written law.". 
3. Section 215 of the Principal Act is hereby repealed.

[No. 4 

Repeal of section Ill of the Pri»·of&)al Act, 
4. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion Insertion 0, 

after the Second Schedule of the following schedule as the new Th1rd 
m1.:,..d ir,,,,.1,.,,.d··a,,,. Schedule ln 
.LllW)J. � .\U,;, - the Pr1.ncl· pal Aict. 

"THIRD SCHEDULE 

1. Immigration Act
2. Police Act
3l Law of Merchant Shipping Act
4. Carriage of Goods by Sea Act

ss. 208A (3) 
208D (1) 
Cap. 14:02 
Cap. 16:01 
Cap. 49:01 
Cap, 49:02 

·
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�. Pass6i1ltef$ Act 

6. ttarlstfurt and Harbours Act
7. Government Wharves Act
8. Government and Contract Steamer (traffic) Act

[AJl. 1990 

Cap. 49:03 

Cap. 49:04 
Cap. 49:05 
Cap. 49:06 

9. Shipping Casualties (Investigation and Prevention)
Act Cap. 4,:07 

10. Wrecks R!emoval Aet GaiY· 49:08 
11. River Navigation Act Cap. 50:01 
12. Dem.era.re. River Na\tigatiott Markers Act
13. Fish eries Act
14. Customs Act
15. The Colllsion Regulations (Ships and

Seaplanes on Water) and Signals of
Distress (Ships) Order 1965 I

16. Maritime Boundaries Act 

i7. Narcotic Dril�s and Psychotropic 
Subshui'Ce!! ('Conlrol) Act

Pass-ed by the Niiti>ndl A.s!�tnbly on 199<J---68..:...!8. 

Cap. 50:02 
Cap, 71:08 
Cap. 82:01 
s. I. 1965
No. 1525
tJ.K-
No. 10 or
1977 

No. 2 of 
1988." 

f. A. N,araiti�
Cletk of the National Assembly. 

(Bill No. 4/1990) 

tr ----- ------ __ 0 .. 
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