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THE LAWS OF GUY ANA 

AN ACT to amend the Cuat:llB Act. 

Enacted by the Parliam:nt of Guyana:-

[A.D. 1984 

1. This Act, which amends the Customs Act, may be cited as
tbc Cl1:;.0:;1�; (/\·,1endm�nt) Act 1984. 

2. The Principal Act is hereby amended as follows -

(i) by :he SP bstitution, in the proviso to section 230, for the
words "one llundred" of the words "one thousand"; and

(ii) by li1e insenion of the following sections as sections
253A to 253E immediately aher section 253 -

"Penalty fco,c 253A. ln defauit of payment when due and payab\·e 
���inent of under this A<::t, of any duties or other moneys, those duties 
::N!rc!�

d or other moneys with int�rest at the rate of six per cent per 
ment of annum from the day they became due and payable shall be 
Pa1Yment. recovered by the Comptroll�r bv parate execution or in the 

manner prescribed by section 233. 

ltecovery 
d,uty in 
certain 
cases. 

of 253B. If in any particular case, the Comptroller has 
reason to believe that a person from whom duti,es or other 
moneys are due and payable, is likely or about to leave 
Guyana before the expiration of the time alloww for pay­
ment, under the customs laws, without having paid such 
duties or other moneys, he may by notice in writing to such 
person demand payment of those duti,es or other moneys 
within the time to be limited in such notice. su,2h duties or 
other moneys, shall there2upon be payablie v.1i:hin the time 
so limited and in default of payment shall he reooverabk: 
forthwith by process of parate ex,xution by '.h:o Comptroller 
or in the manner prescribed by section 253 tmless security 
for payment thereof be given to lh:o satisfaction of the Comp­
troller. 

cer1ttficates. 253C. (1) Where any payment payab}e to the Comptroller
under the provisions of this Act has not been paid within
thirty days after payment ,thereof became due, the Comp-
troller may mab out a certifi,·:1te in such form as nuy be
prescribed stating the amount payable and the name, the
tra�e or profession and the usual or last known place of
bus111ess or abode -:>i the '."'"';on by wr;om such amou�is
payable. 
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(2) On production thereof to the Registrar of the
Supreme Court, a certificate made under this section shall 
be registered by him in the High Court and when so regis­
tered shall have the same force and effect, and all proceed­
ings may be taken thereon, as if the said certificate were a 
judg.iaent for the State ob;ained in the High Court for a 
debt of the amount specified in the certificate ,together with 
any interest required to be paid by this Aot to the day of 
payment. 

(3) Rules of Court may be ,made under section 67
ca,p, s,02 of the High Court Act providing for the procedure to be 

followed upon ,the registration of such certificate. 

Garnish_ ments.

(4) All reasonable costs and charge8 �,ttendant upon
the registration of the certmcate shall be recoverable in 
like manner as if they had been included in such certificate. 

253D. (1) When the Comptrolter has knowledge or suspects 
•tha·t a person is or is about to become indebted or liable
to make any payment to a person liable ,to make a payment
of duties or other moneys under this Act, he may, by regis­
tered letter 0r by letter served personally, require such first­
mentioned person to pay the moneys otherwise payable to
such second-mentioned person in whole or in part to him
on account of the liability of the second-mentioned person
under this Act.

(2) The receipt of the Comptrollier for moneys paid
as required under this section shall to the extent of the pay­
ment be a good and sufficient discharge of the original
liability -

(a) of the person who pays such moneys to the
Comptroller to the person liable to make a
payment of duties or otheli moneys under this
Act;

(b) of the person liabb to make a payment of
duties or other moneys under this Act to the
Comptroller.

(3) Every person who has dischar� any liability to
a person liable to make payment of duties or other moneys 
under this Act without complying with a requirement under 
this section shall be liable to pay to the Comptroller as a debt 
due to the State a� amount equal �o the liability discharged 
or the amount wh1ch he was required under this section to 
pay to the Comptroller whichever is the less. 

(4) Where the person who is or is about to become
indebted or liable carries on business under a name or style 
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other than his own name, the Degistered or other letter under 
subsection (1) may be addressed to the name or style under 
which he carries on business and, in the case of personal 
service, shall be deemed to have been validly served if it 
has been left with an adult person employed at the place of 
business of the addressee. 

(5) Where the persons who are or are about to be­
come indebted or liable carry on business in partnership, 
the registered 0r other letter under subsection (1) may be 
addressed to the partnership name and, in the case of per­
sonal service, shall be deem�d to have been validly served 
if it has been served on one of the partners or left with an 
adult person employed at the place of the partnership. 

order in 253E. (I) Where proceedings are pending before a magis-
certain 
circumstan_ trate's court for the recovery of any duties or o'lher moneys 
foe\revent under this Act, on proof by evidence on oath to the satisfac­
defendant tion of the court that there is probable cause for believing 
from leaving 

h h 
· 

h h ed' ' · d Guyana. t at t e party agamst w om t e proce., mgs are mst1tute 
(hereafter in this section referred to as the "defendant") is 
about to quit Guyana unless apprenhended, and that the 
absence of the defendant from Guyana will prejudice the 
recovery of the duties or other mon:::ys sued for, the court 
may order the defendant not to leave Guyana pending the 
determination of the proceedings unless and until he has 
sooner given security not exceeding the sum claimed in the 
proceedings as the court may direct that he will not go out 
of Guyana without leave of the court. 

(2) Where the court makes an order under subsection
(1) it may give such directions as it thinks fit for the purpose
of carrying out and giving effect to that order and such
directions may include the adaptation or modification of any
order or instrument which could o:h�rwise be issued by the
court in the exercise of its civil or criminal jurisdiction.

(3) Where in proceedings referred to in subsection
(1) the court orders the defiendant to pay any duties or other
moneys (including cos:s and intere�t) claimed in those pro­
ceedings, the court may -

(a) order that the whole or any part of any sum
deposited as security by the defendant under
subsection (I) shall be applied in payment
of the duties or o,her moneys (including
costs and interest) ordered to be paid in
those proceedings; or
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(b) if the aforesaid security is in the nature of a
bond, order that the bond be delivered to
the Comptroller who, on suing on it, may
notwithstanding anything to 1the contrary
therein, recover any duties or other moneys
(including costs and interest) ordered to be
paid in the proceedings together with the
costs of the action brought ito enforce the
bond.".

[No. 4 

Passed by the National Assembly on 1984-02-08. 

� 

(Bill No. 27 /1983) 

(St: 34/2/1 /9II) 

F. A. Narain, 
Clerk of the National Assembly . 
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