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GUYANA 

• ' ACT No. 16 of 1985 

PRESEN'l'ATION OF THE PEOPLE (AMENDMENT) ACT 1985 

I assent. 

t{l!rE, 
President. 

' I 1985-10-3 Q 

SECTION 
l. Short title.

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

2. Amendment of section 2 of the Principal Act.
3. Amendment of ection 30 of the Principal Act.
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4. Deletion of Part IV A of the Principal Act.
5. Amendment of section 34 of the Principal Act.
6. Amendment of section 44 of the Principal Act.
7. lns.:rtion of new section 45A in the Principal Act.
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

Amendment of section 46 of the Principal Act. 
r 

Amendment of section 47 of the Principal Act. 
Amendment of section 48 of' the Principal Act. 
Amendment of Parts VII and X of the Principal Act. 
Insertion of new Parts VIIA and VIIB in the Principal Act. 
Amendment of section 150 of the Principal Act. 
Amendment of Schedule to the Principal Act. 

AN ACT to amend the Representation of the People Act. 

Short title. 
Cap_ 1:03 

Amendment 
of section 2 
of the 
1P,:--inctpal 
Aat. 

Amendment 
of seotion 
110 of the 
Princi,pal 
Aot, 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana :-

1. This Act. which amends the Representation of the People
Act, may be cited as the Represwtation of the People (Amendment) 
Act 1985. 

2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the in­
sertion of the following definitions in their proper alphabetical order -

' '"disciplined force" has the same meaning as in artidc 154 
of the Constitution, and for the removal of doubts, it is 

hereby declared that that ,expression includes the Guyana 
National Service; 

"Guyana National Service" means the organisation known as 
the Guyana National Service and established by the 
Government; 

"member", in r.::lation to a disciplined force, has the same 
meaning as in article 154 of the Constitution, and, for 
the removal of doubts it is hereby declared that, in rela­
tion to the Guyana National Service, that expression in­
cludes ev�ry person who is an officer or other employee 
of that Service and every person who is enlisted therein;'. 

3. Section 30 of the Principal Act is hereby amended, by the
repeal of subsection (1) � nd b)' th'.' ,u h�titvtion therefor of the follow­
ing subsection -
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"(l) The following electors shall be entitled to vote by proxy 
at an election -

(a) those unable, or likely to be unable, to go in person
to the polling place, at which they are entitled to
vote, for any of the following reasons -

(i) the particular circumstances of that person's
employment on the election day either as a

member of a disciplined force, or as a rural
con�table, or for a purpose connected with the
election, by a returning officer;

(ii) the fact that at the election that person is
acting as returning officer for a district other
than the district in which his address as en­
tered in the official list of electors is situate;

(iii) the particular circumstanoes of that person's
employment on the election day by the return­
ing offioer for a district, other than the district
in which his address as entered in the official
list of electors is situate, for a purpose con­
nected with the election in that district;

(iv) the fact that that person is an employee of the
Transport and Harbours Department engaged
in running a vessel on the election day;

(b) a candidate at the election, where he is unable, or
likely to be unable, to go in person to the polling
place at which he is entitled to vote, by reason of
being engaged in any activity connected with the
election in a district other than the district in which
that polling place is situate;

(c) those unable, or likely to be unable, by reason either
of blindness or any other physical incapacity, to go
in person to the polling place or, if able to go, to
vote unaided.".

4. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the deletion of Part ,oeleitit<on of 

IV A 'f:!
t P,�i!ip°i:1 

Act. 

5. Section 34 (3) of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the Amendment 

substitution, for the words "Save as is otherwise provided for postal: ;c::
voting, the", of the word "The". �11incipa1 

.AQt. 

6. Section 44 (1) of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the Amendment

insertion, after the definition of "non-resident", of the following defini- ff !rec!�n. 
tiOnS - Pri"lcipa! 

Act. 
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Insertion of 
new section 
45A In the 
Pnncipal 
Act. 

·---
--------

-------

· "non-resident cl.xtor" mca11s an elector whose name is on
the non-resident electors' roll;

"non-resident electors' roll" means the non-resident electors· 
· roll prepared under section 45A;'. 

7. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion, after
section 45, of the following section as section 45A -

''"Non­
resident 
ellectors' 

45A.(1) The Chief Election Officer shall cause to be prc­
roll. pared a non-resident electors' roll and the preparation of it

shall be completed not later than the twenty-first day before 
the election day. 

(2) The non-resident electors' roll shall consist of the
names of every elector whose name is on the non-residents' 
roll and who is -

(i) employed by the Government, or any public
corporation. or a corporate body in which the
L:onlrolling interest vests in the State or any
agency on behalf of the State; or

(ii) a student engaged in any full-time course of
study in any educational institution in any
country other than Guyana,

if he applies for the inclusion of his name in the 
non-resident electors' roll and his application is 
allowed under this section. 

(3) An application by any person for the inclusion of
his name in the 11on-rc,ident electors· roll shall ---

(a) be made to the Chief Election Officer, through
the ballot officer in the country outside Guy-
ana where the applicant is living, in writing
in Form 12A;

(b) be m:,dc within such day as may be notified
in the Gazette by the Chief Election Officer
in r..:lation to the country outside Guyana
wher: the applicant is living, being not earlier
than five days after the date on which the
non-r::sidcnts' roll is displayed in accordance
with section 45 in any place in the country
nu hid: Guyana where the applicant is living,
nor later than thirty days before the election
day; and
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(c) be accompanied by, in the case of a person
referred to in subsection (2) (i), a ccrtiticatc
from his employer about his employment or,
in the case of a person rderrcd to in subsec­
tion ,(2) (ii), a certificate from the educational
institut:on, where he is studying, as to his be­
ing a full-time student in that institution.

(4) Every ballot officer shall as soon as possible for­
ward to the Chief Election Officer any applications received 
by him under subsection (3). 

(5) If the Chid Election Officer is satisfied that the
applicant is entitled to have his name included in the non­
resident ·electors' roll, the Chief Election Officer shall include 
his name in that roll. 

(6) The Chief Election Officer shall cause a copy of
the non-n:s�dent electors' roll to be displayed for public in­
formation, or for the information of non-residents, at every 
such place as the Commission may appoint by notice pub­
lished in the Gazette." .

8. Section 46(a) of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the Amendment. . h d " 'd t " f ·I d " . 'd t of secUon substitution, for t e wor non-re,s1 en s o t 1e wor s non-1es1 ·en 46 of the 

l Ctors" J>i:tncipale e  · Act. 

9. The Principal Act is hereby amended - Amendment of section 
b . . . h . l . 47 47 of the (a) by the su stitut1on, m t e margma note to section ,Principal 

for the word "non-residents'", of the words "non-resi-Act. 
dent electors' "; 

(b) by the substitution, in section 47, for the word "non­
residents", of the words "non-resident electors" .

10. Section 48 (b) of the Principal Act is hereby amended by theAmendment
substitution, of the word "non-residents'", of the words "non-resident i: ir:en
electors' ". Principal 

Act. 

11. Parts VII and X of the Principal Act, including the headings Amendment
thereto, are hereby amended by the substitution, for the words "non- �1 ParJ• x 
resident", "non-residents", "non-resident's" and "non-residents'" of ti:: Prtn­
wherever they occur, of the words "non-resident elector", "non-resident cipal Act. 
electors", "non-resident elector's" and "non-resident electors' " respec-
tively. 

12. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion,
Pait VII, of the following Parts as Parts VII A and VII B _

after Insertion of 
new Parts 
VII A and 
VII B In the Principal 
Act. 
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"PART VII A 

POLL BY NON-RESIDE1'HS OTHER THAN 
NON-RESIDENT ELECTORS 

LNo. 16 

Definitions. 65A. 1n th!s Part ··non-resident", "non-rl.'sidcnt ckctor", 
"non-rcsid2nt cl.::ctors' roll" and "non-residents' roll" have 
the meanings assigned to them, respectively, by section 44-

P
t
_lace 

f
and c,5B. Every person whose mme is includcd in the non-ime o 

·ct , 11 I . . 1 d dvoting _by i'_s1 ents ro . n0t being a person w 1ose nam,� 1s 111c u e 
non-residents. in a non-rcsid,:,nt electors· rcll, shall be entitled to vote in

Supply of 
non-re­
sidents' 
roll to 
presiding 
officer of 
special 
polllng 
place. 

Colour, etc. 
of ballot 
papers for 
use by per­
sons entitled 
to vote 
under sec­
tion 658. 

such place in th.:' city of Gcor3etown as may be notified in 
the Gazette for that purpose by the Chief Election Officer 
(hereafter in this section referred to as the "special polling 
place") and the provisions of this Act, subject to the other 
provisions of this Part, shall mutatis mutandis apply to, and 
ill relation to, the exercise by such person of the right to 

vo'.e as if he were a resident in the polling division wherein 
the special polling place is situated and the special polling 
place wae a polling place appoin'.ed under section 6 (3). 

65C.(I) The Chief Election Officer shall cause to be pre­
p:ired a I ist of electors who shall be entitled, by virtue of 
this Part, to vote al the special polling place. 

(2) The list of electors referred to in subsection (I)
shall contain the names of all persons whose names were 
includ:d in the non-residents' roll, after deleting therefrom 
the names that were' included in the non-resident electors' 
roll. 

(3) A copy of the list of electors rcferwi to in sub­
sec,ion (1) shall be -

(a) supplied by the Chief Election Officer to
the returning officer of the district wherein
the special polling place is situate and to
the presiding officer of the sp.::cial polling
place; and

(b) caused to be displayed at the special polling
place by the returning officer of the district
wherein the special polling place is situate.

65D. Ballot papers supplied to the presiding officer of the 
special polling place for use by persons who are entitled to 
vote under section 65B shall be of the same colour as ballot 
papers supplied for use by non-resident electors under sec­
tion 47 (1) anri. snhiect to such difference in colour, shall
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conform ,to the requirements of section 39 in the like 
manner as other ballot papers. 

65E. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other Part 
of this Act, the votes cast at a special polling place at an 
election shall be counted separately and not along with other 
votes cast at the election . 

65F. Subject to the provisions of this Part, a person who 
is entitled to vote under section 65B at an election shall not 
be deemed, for the purposes of election to any body in 
Guyana (not being the National Assembly) to be a resident 
in Guyana or in any region into which Guyana has been 
divided under section 4 of the Local Democratic Organs 
Act 1980. 

PART VII B 

PROCEDURE FOR VOTING BY SPECIFIED 
DISCIPLINED FORCES 

650.(1) In this Part -

(a) "ballot attendant" means a person appointed
as such under section 65 I;

(b) "balloting place" means a place appointed as
a balloting place under section 65 I;

(c) "ballot officer" means a person appointed as
such under section 65 I;

(d) "specified disciplined force" means a disci­
plined force specifioed for the purposes of this
Part by order under section 65H.

(2) For the purposes of this Part the Guyana National
Service shall be deemed to be a disciplined force and not 
part of any other disciplined force. 

65H. In order to allow members of any disciplined force 
or disciplined foroes to exercise their right to vote at an elec­
tion without affecting the performance by them of their 
duties on the election day, the Minister may by order direct 
that the provisions of this Part shall apply to the exercise 
of that right, by any member of such disciplined force or 
disciplined foroes as may be specified in the order, in an 
ele<::tion and if the Minister makes such an order the provi­
sions of this Part shall apply to voting by any member of a 
specified disciplined force or specified disciplined forces at 
any election held after the date of the order. 

[AD. 1985 

Counting of 
votea, 

Person 
votin,i 
under this 
Part not to 
be deemed 
resident 1n 
Guyana for 
election to 
otlher 
bodies. 
Act No. 12 
of 1980 

Definitions. 

AppllcaUon 
of Part, 
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65I. (\) The Chid Election Officer �hall appoint by 11otifi­
calion in the Gazette -

(a) one ballot oflicer for each of the specified
disciplin�d forces;

( b) such number of ballot attendants, as he thinks
fit, so that th:1'e will be one ballot attend,Et
for ca:.::b balloting place; and

k) such place or places, as he ,hinks fit, in each
district as balloting place or balloting piaces.

(2.) Difa rcn� ballot allendar,ts and dllfor..::nt balloting 
p!accs rnay be appointed in rela,ion to electors who are 
members of difforcnt s;x:cified disciplined foret:s. 

(3) A ballo� clerk may be appointed by the Chief
f'.L:ct:on Of

i

iccr ;n r;;};it:on to a ba1ioting place: 

l\·o-,id:d that it slw.11 be lawful for the Chief Elec­
tion Officer to appoint Lhe same person as ballot attendant 
:--,nd ballot clerk. 

65J. ( l) Each ballot offic,:r shall prepare a list of p:r�ons 
whose names are on any official list of electors and who arc 
members of the .specified disciplined force, in relation to 
which he has been appointed ballot officer. 

(2) The list prepared by a ballot ofi.icer under sub­
section (1) shall be divided into parts according to the divi­
sion. in the oflicial list oi' clxtors for which the names of 
the persons mentioned in that part are included, and shall 
state the identity paper number 1of each such person, hi� 
serial number of re�istration in the ofiicial list of electors. 
to which division th� official list of electors relates, the dis­
trict in which :hat division is si,uate, and such other particu­
lars as may be prescribed hy th,: Minister by regulations. 

(3) Each of Lhe ballot officers shall forward a copy of
the list prepared by him under subsec'.ion (1) (but excluding 
therefrom the names of the persons referred to in the pro­
viso to section 65K (6)) to the Chief Election Officer. 

(4) The Chief Election Officer shall forward those
parts of the copy of the list refcrr�d to in subsection (3) as 
ar,� rclevan: in resp�ct of the divisions in any district to the 
returning officer of that district and the retl!fning officer 
shall cause to be displayed at each polling place in the dis­
trict the names and other particuiars indudcd in the copy 
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of the list, referred to in subsection (I), of t
_
hose who are, 

but for this Part, entitled Lo vote at that polhng place. 

BallottnM. 65K.(l) The Chief Election Officer shall by notification. inthe Gazette appoint a day on which, and the hours during 
whiL:h, persons entitled to vo'.·e under this �art �ay ba�ot 
and different days and hours may be appomted m relation 
to different balloting places: 

Provided that any day appointed under this sub­
section for ballo'.ing �hall not be more ihan ten days earlier 
than th:c ele:-tion ctiy or lat.::-r than five days before · h = elec­
tion day. 

(2) The Chief Election Officer shall forward to •each
ballot officer sufficient number of ballot papers having regard 
to the names in the copy of lhc list forwarded by :that ballot 
officer to the Chic[ Election Officer under section 65J (3) and

each such ballot paper shall be stamoed by the Chief Elec­
tion Officer, with the words "DISCIPLINED FORCES". 

(3) The ballot officer shall, before the hour appointed
for the commencement of balloting under this Part at a

balloting place, cause to be displayed at the balloting place 
a list containing the n:1mes. and other particulars referred to 
in section 65J(:2), of the p�rsons entrtk:d to ballot under this 
Part at th:it ballo:ini! place, such names being of persons 
who are, bul for thi<; Part, entitled to vote at a polling place 
in the district where th:1t ba1loting place is situate. 

(4) The ballot officer shall cause to be supplied to the
ballot aiten::hnt For a ballo:ing place, the day before the day 
fixed for h:illoting al that balioting place, sufficient number 
of ballot papers having regard to the names in the list, re­
ferred to in subs.::ction (3), of persons entitled to ballot al 
that balloting place. 

(5) Any person whose name is on a list prepared by a
ballot officer under sxtion 65J(I) and who desires to vote 
at an election may exercise his right to ballot under this 
�art

_ 
at the balloting place where a list containing his name 

1s displayed under subsection (3) . 

(6) Nothing in this Part shall be deemed to prevent
any.person whose name is included in a list prepared under
se

_
ction 65J(I), from exercising his right to vote in accordance 

with any other provision of this Aot and not in accordance
with this Part: 
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Provided that where: any such person desires to 
vo.e in accordance with any other provision of this Act he 
shall intima:c :he ballot officer in relation to such list where­
in his name is included, not later than fifteen days before 
the day appoinied under subsection ( 1) for balloting at the 
balloting place where he is entitled to ballot under this Part, 
of his desire so t·.J do and thereupon the ballot officer shall 
make a note of it in that list and his name shall not be in­
cluded in the list referred lo in subsection (3) or in the copy 
of the list referred to in section 65J(3) and forwarded by the 
ballot offioer to the Chid Election Officer. 

(7) Subject to the provisions of this Part, the provi­
sjons of this Act in relation to presiding officers and their 
functions, polling clerks and their functions, polling places, 
preparation for poll and polling shall mutatis mutandis 
apply respectively to, and in relation to, ballot attendants, 
ballot clerks, balloting places, preparation for ballot and 
balloting under this Part. 

::�t°\oa�:�d 65L (I) As soon as possible after the expiry of the hour
over ballot appointed for the closing of balloting in relation to a ballot-
box to ballot . · 

d offtcer. rng place, on the day of the ballot1ng, the ballot atten ant 

AppllcaU011 
of certain 
provisions 
relating to 
penaltlea 
to balloting 
under thl.a 
Part. 

shall deliver personally the scaled ballot box and the sealed

packets referred to in scc:ion 83 (c) to the ballot officer. 

(2) The ballot at'.cndant shall b..: responsible for the
safe custody of the ballot box and the aforesaid sealed 
packe:s until they are delivered to the ballot officer under 
subsection ( 1) and thereafter the ballot officer shall be 
responsible for their safe custody until the election day. 

(3) On the elec:ion Jay, during such hours as may be
fixed for that purp.Jse by the Chief Election Officer by 
no'.ification in the Gazette, each ballot officer shall hand 
over to the Chief Elec:ion Officer, the sealed ballo1 boxes, 
and the seat:d packets referred to in subsection (1), received 
by him from each ballot attendant, and on such handing 
ova of th� ballot b.Jxes, the persons who ballo:ed in accord­
ance with th� preceding provisions of this Part shall be 
dremed for ;-, 11 the purposes of this Act to hav-: cast their 
vo'es at the etection in the districts in which the relevant 
balloting places were s:tuated. 

65M.(1) The provisions of sections 119, 122(1) (a), 126(a) 
in so far as it ra,la•es to voting on his own hehalf, 
1'.>Mr1) <i) and (ii). 1?7(a) and (b), 12Q. 130. 13J(a), (b), (c), 
(<l). lh) and (i), 131(e) and (f) in so far as they relate to vote 
of any <'1c,'.or at an electi,,n, 132 in so far as it relates to 
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voting in person and 138, shall apply in relation to balloting 
under this Part subjec'. to the modification that references 
therein to -

(a) poll and voting shall be construed as refer­
ences to balloting under this Part; and

(b) a poll clerk and presiding officer shall be con­
strued as references to a ballot clerk and
ballot a:ttendant respectively.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not be deemed to modify the
law relating to any other offences under this Act. 

Modiflca- 65N.O) In order to give effect to the right of an elector, 
tio�:.,_!"tc. of who is a member of any of the disciplined forces, to exerciseprov .... ona . · · f h" of Act. his right to ballot in accordance with the prov1s1ons o t 1s 

Over-rldlq 
effect of 
this Part. 

Part, and consistently with the interests of defence, public 
safety and public order, the Minister may by order direct 
that the provisions of this Act, other than the provisions o! 
this Part, shall apply to, and in relation to, the exercise by 
members of the disciplined forces of any right they hav,e to 
vote at an election, with such adaptations, modifications. 
exceptions or qualifications as may be specified in the order. 

(2) An order made under subsection (1) shall be sub­
ject to negativ� resolution of the National Assembly. 

67 0. The provisions of this Part shall have effect notwith­
standing anything contained in any other Par:t of this Act.'. 

1 <) ,., 

_t .-) �-

13. Section 150 of the Principal Act is h�eby amended - Amendmem 
(a) by the insertion, after the word "Schedule", of the fol-�� �e:"i::

lowing words - Prlnctpll 
Act. 

", including. subject to the provisions of the Constitution 
and this Act, regulations to make provision for all 
matters, in respect of the conduct of an election, for 
which in his opinion it is necessary or expedient ,to make 
provision,"; 

(b) by the insertion, after the words "election day", of the
following words -

"and thP; particulars :to be included in a list pre­
pared under section 65.T(l)". 
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14. The Schedule to the Principal Act is hereby amended -

(a) in Form 5, by , he deletion of paragraph 4 and by the
substitution th-:t �ror of th.:: following paragraph ---

"(4) You are entitled to vote by proxy if you are -

(a) unable, or likely to be unable, to go in person
to the rolling place for any of the following
reasons, -

(i) the particular circumstances of your em­
ployment on the election day either as a
rn:rnber of a disciplined force or as a
rural con,table, or for a purpose con­
necled with the election, hy the returning
officer;

(ii) the fact that at the election, you are act­
in:: as a r.'turning officer for a di,lrict
other than the district in which your
addw,s as entered in the ofkial list of
electors is situate;

(iii) the partirnlar circumstances of your em-
plo� mcnt on I he election day hv the re-
turning officer for a district, olher than
the di,tri,·l in \\h;d, vour addre,s as
entered in the official li,t of c1cc ors is

situate, for a purpose connected with the
cleC'ion in that district;

(ivl the ract rha: \tlu arc an cmploycc of the 
Tran,pPr[ and Harhours Department en-
t:!ae:c'ci in runnirH! a ves�el on the ,�L:ction 
�la�; 

(h) a candida'.e at the election and is unable. or
likely to be unable, to go in p.:r,on to the poll­
ing place at which you ar.:: entitled to vote by
reason of being eng-ag:�d in any activity. con-
neckd with lhe elxiion. in a district other
than the district in which lhat rolling place is
situate:

fc) unable. or likely to he unable. by reason either 
of blindness or any other physical incapacity 
to go in person to th:> polling place. or if able 
to go. to vote unaid.:-d."; 

(h) hv the insertion. afL'r Form 12. of the following form as
Form 12A
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"FORM 12A 

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

APPLICATION FOR INCLUSION OF NAME IN 

NON-RESIDENT ELECTORS' ROLL 

To the Chief Election Officer 

1 " '

lA.D. 1985 

I (surname) .................................................................. . 
(block capitals) 

(other names) .............................................................. · · 
of (address) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . ..... . 
and holder of identity paper No ........................................... . 
being an elector whose name is included in the non-resident's roll in ........... . 

(country) 
(at serial No ........... .................................................... . 
*being employed by the Government of Guyana/ ........................... . 

(name of public corporation or corporate 

body in which the controlling inter,est 

vests in the State or any agency on behalf 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · · · · · · ·  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

of the State) 
being a full-time student at ....... ........ . ......... ... ..... . . .............. . 

(give name and 
.................... .......... . . .. . .. ... .................. hereby apply for 

address of educational institution) 
the inclusion of my name in the non-resident electors' roll. 
2. I am submitting herewith a certificate* from my employer about my em­
ployment/the educational institution where I am studying as to my being a full-time 
student in that institution. 
Date ..... ................... . .. . 

Signature of applicant. 

SiP-nature of witness. 
* Strike out the words that are not applicable.".

Passed by the National Assembly on 1985-10-25. 

�/� 
F. A. Narnin, 

Clerk of the National Assembly. 
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