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6, Rapeal and re•anactmant of section 28 or the 
Principal Act, 

.,. Amendntant of Hction 29 of' the Principal Act. 

AN ACT to amend the Adophon or Children Act. 

A.�991 Enactad by the Parliame�t �f Guyanat• 

Shc,rt 
title• 

Thia Ac�, which amends the Adoption of Children 

Act; may ba cltad as tha Adoption of Children (Amendment) 
Cap. 4'UJ4 Act 1997.

Section 2 er tha Principal Act Jo hereby amended A ma ndm'lln t 
2r Pi�ion 
Prfncip:l in tha following raspact8 � 

Act. 

(a) br tha substitution for the definition

or the word "father tt of the following -
"rathtr" ih relation to a ohlld

born out or wsdloak, ms•n1 •

(1) th• M8h wha ha• beeh •dJudged

ta bath• reth•r or th•

child b� a dourt or aomp1�tht

Jurl1dltttioht or
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(11) tr hhare la no such Mah1

\ht man who he• aoknowl•do•d

the child to be his; an& 

[No. 23 

ha• obnhrlbutod to thl ohl1d•1

••lnt•nanae batot• ha eK1tdi1••

�� •••k• td aMetaia• in

reapadt or thet oh11d 1ny

right• or tunatlan• cant•rred

on th• rathdr of• child

by any provlalon of hhi• Adt,

and th• •KPr•••ion. "parent"• ln 60 

tat ae lt rater, to the tebh1r or

1uoh ah!1d 1 ehall b• oon1brued 

aaabrdlnohl 

(b) by th• aubatitukian ror tha wotd

"U1e;UJ.m•h•" 111huevn H ooauu

tir bh• 111ard1 ttborn out or 1119dloak" •

J, B1otlan 6 or th• Prlnaip•l A�t la h•t•by 

•••nded by \h1 lnaertiun iMmadlat•lv artar 1ub1eotion 

(3) of the following subsection as subsection (3At 

Atn•ndmer,t 
or 11obhn 
, tJr th• 
Pt1nalpl1 
Ao,, 

1ub1t1aUun (JA) 

"(lA) N�\wlthetanding th• provlaiona 

or 1ub11at1an1 (1) • (2) lhd (:,) • wh•t• 

th• Mdo�t•r l• a auyan••• national 
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residant outside Guyana, the rNferencea 

in subsections (1), (2) and (3) to 

pH 
l hHU'1 dtntH1 t 
of eut r:d.1 oh 
9 fjf th,'* i1m9ntl�d in th� f'ollo,.ilnq
Ptlta:.iipa1 
/'.\ C 

(a) in subsection (1) by th� subs itutian

the rde a person domi led n 

tlonH 

reaident nuteidw Guyana former 

Guyaheae national �hu hos n� rod by 

(b y ths inngttinn lmmodletely ef 

eubenctian (3) or the following 

eub�action,. 

�{•) Whdra the epplioant is not 

domlciled in Guyana* hm shall; 

in:Sddi Hon to atty other presoribad 

requirements. furnish the court 

with a cartificeta tram the 
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Guyanese diplomatic fflisaion or 

consulate in tha country in which 

he is resident, or such other 

afflas or person 8$ may bQ pre­

ecribadt atating that the epplicant 

i• a ,uitabl� person to b� 

�ntruat�d with the child conc�rned. 

for th� purpnaea of this 

esction, tha wprd "spousatt include�

� s1ngla man and z single woman 

·together n • common lBw

anion for at least s��8n consacutiva 

yaara lmmadietaly preceding an 

application for adaption•"• 

Section 10 of the Principal Act is hereby Amendment 
c,r sac ti on 
J.IJ of thA 
Principal 
Ac h 

le) by the substitution for subsection

(5) of the following -

"(5) Rn adoption order shall 

not be made unless the child 

rsaic9s in Guyana."; 

(b) by the insertion immediately after

�Ubsaoti�n (6) af the following

eubaecti on'/ �'a'' subsaoti on ( 7) -
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tt ( 1) Notwi th standing .the

provialona or subsection (6), 

where the eidoptar is a Guyanese 

natiohal resident outside 

Guyana or a rormer Guyanese 

national who has acquired by 

registration, naturalisation or 

other voluntary act (includi�g 

marriage) the oitizanahip of 

any country other than Guyana, 

the reference in that subsection 

to three months shall be rend 

and conatruad as�reference to 

one month.·••. 

Section 28 of the Principal Act is hereby 

repealed end the following section is substituted there -

for • 

"Sanding 
children 
abroad 
for 
adoption. 

28. (1) It shall not be lawful for 

any person• in connection with 

arrangements made for the adoption or a 

child, to permit, or to cause or procure, 

the care and custody of such a child 

to be transrarrad to a person resident 

abroad, whether or not that person is 

the guardian or reletfvg of the 

child, unless a licence has been 

grantad in respect of the child 

unde·� ••ctlon 29. 
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(2) Any person who contravene

the provisions or subsaction (1) 

shall be liable on summery 

conviction to a fine of fifty thousand 

dollars and to imprisonment for eix months. 

(3) In any proceedings under

thi a sec ti on, a report made· 

by a Guyanese consular orficar 

of a deposition made before a 

Guyanese consular officer and 

authenticated under the 

signature or that officer shall, 

upon proof that the officer or 

deponent cannot. be round in 

Guyana, be admissible in 

evidence, and it shall not be 

necessary to prove the signature 

or official character of the 

person who appears to have eignad 

any report or deposition.". 

7. Section 29(1) of the Principal Act ia Amsndmant 
of section 
29 or the 
Principal 

amended by the substitution for the words ''Commonwealth 

citizen" or the ward "parson". 
. Act. 

Passed by the National Assembly on 13th October, 1997. 

(BILL No. 20/1997) 

F. A. Na.rain,

Clerk of the National Assembly. 
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