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6s Repeal and re-snactmant of section 28 of the
Principal Act.

7« Amandwent of seotion 29 of the Prinmipal Act,

AN ACT to amend the Adoption of Children Act.

A.D. 1997 Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:=-

i?git 1. This Act, which amands the Adoption of Children
9

Act, may be cited as the Adoption of Children (Amendment)
Cap. 46104, . 1997,
Amendmant 2, Section 2 of the Principal Act ic hersby amendsd
gF Paiﬁion
Ptgncip:1 in the following respects =
Act,

(a) by the substitution for the definition

of the word "father" of the following -
"Pather' b relation to a ohild

born out of wedlock, means &

(1) the mah who has been udjudged
to ba tha fathar of the
child by a dourt of compstent
Jurisdictionhs ot
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(11) 4Ff there is no such man,
the man who hee soknowledged
the child to be his; and
has obntributed to the ehild's
maintenance bafors he exerdises
or seeks to exercise in
raspadt of thet shild any
rights or functicns conferred
oh the fether of a ohild
by any provieion of thie Act,

and the expression "parent", in eo
far ae it refers to the father of
such ohild, ehal} be conebtrued
acobrdingly)

(b) by the substitution fot ths wotd
"{1legitimate" wherever it ococure

of the words "born out of wedlook",

3. Sedtion 8 of the Principal Act is hereby Amendment
of seation
smended by the {nsertion immediately after subseotion 6 6 the
Prinoipal
13) of the following subsection as subsection (3A} Actk,

subseotion (3A)

"(30) Notwithstanding the provisions
of subesstions (1), (2) end (3), whera

the sdopter {e 8 Quyanese national
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i\mandimen i
of wectlion

resident outside Guyana, ths refarences
in subsactions (1), {2} and (3) to

gin monthsz 5hmk% he read and construsd
es if tach watw;raf@ranﬁ@ to one

monbhi

dg Section ¥ of the Principal Aot is herehy

9 of tha amendad in ths foillowling respects -

Pringipal
ﬁ\ﬂ%‘-@

(a)

(b}

in subsaction (1), by the substitubion
for the words %a person domiciled in
Guvana® of ths woerds "z person

omiciled in Guyena, 8 Guyanses nationsld
resident outelide Guyans or 8 Formaer
Guyvarene national whu has asqguirad by
ragintratlion or obther voluntary ang
formal 2cb {including merrians)bhs
sitizenshin of any countoy obhar bhan

Guyana®™y

Ly the inszrtinn lmmadiately after
subencktinn (3) of ths following

subsection.

#(4) Whare the applicent is not
domiclled in Guyane, he shali,
insddition to any other prescribed
requiraﬁents, furnish the court

with e caztificete from the
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Guyanese diplomatic mission eor
consulate in the country in which
hae {s resident, or such other
offlce or persun as may ba pre-
scribed, stating thet the spplicant
is a sultable psreon to be

sntrusted with ths child concerned,

{3} for the purposes uof this
ssction, the werd Y"spouse®™ ingludes
& singles man and & singls wesmaen
iiving together in & commen lew
vnion for et lesst sewen consecutive
yaars immediately precading an

application for adoptiong®,

5, Section 10 of the Principal Act is hereby Amendmsnt
of ssotion
amangad 10 of the
Pringipal
ﬂch

{a) by tha substitution for subssctlion

{(5) of the following -

w{s) Ain adoption order shall
not be made unless the child

raesicdas in Guyana,";

(b) by the Llnsertion immedistely after
subsaction (6) of the following

subsection as subsection (7) -
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"7 Notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection (6),
where the adopter is a Guyanesse
national resident outside
Cuyana or a former Cuyanese
national who has acquired by
registration, naturalisation or
other voluntary act (including
marriage) the citizenship of
any country other than Guyana,
the reference in that subsection
to three months shall be read
and construed asreference to

one monthJ ",

Repeal 6, Section 28 of the Principal Act is hereby

and re-~

enactment rgpealed and the following section is substituted there =

of eection
28 of the Ffor =

Principal

Act. "Sanding
children
abroad
for
adoption,

28, (1) 1t shall not be lawful for

any person, in conaection with
arrangements made for the adoption of a
child, to permit, or to cause or procurs,
the care and custody of such a child

to be transferred to a person resident
abroad, whather or not that person is

the gquardian or relativa of the

chilid, unless a licenoe has been

grantad in respect of the child

under secifon 29,
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(2) Any person who contravens
the provisions of subsaction (1)
shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine of fifty thousand

dollars and to imprisonment for six months,

(3) In any proceedings under
this section, a report made-
by a Guyanese consular afficer
of a deposition made before a
Guyanese consular officer and
authenticated under the
signature of that officer shall,
upon proof that the officer or
deponent cannot. be found in
Guyana, be admissible in
evidence, and it shall not be
neceesary to prove the signature
or official character of the
person who appears to have signed

any report or deposition,",

T Section 29(1) of the Principal Act is Amendment
amended by tha substitution for the words "Commonwealth g; ::cztg"

Principal

L] " L
cltizen® of the word "parson", Act,

Passed by the National Assembly on 13th October, 1997.

F. A. Narain,
Clerk of the National Assembly.

(BILL No. 20/1997)
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