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[A. D. 1997] GUYANA NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS (AMENDMENT) No. 2 

AN ACT to amend the Guyana National Burea1J of StandMd:; 

Act 1984. 

Fnacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. This Act, which amends the G11yanA ·National Bureau of 

Sta11dards Act L9R4, may be ci led as t:he Guyana N,lt:ional Bureau of 

Standards (Amendment) Act 1997. 

2. Sectio11 2 of the PrincipA1 Act is hereby amended as

fol I ows 

(n) by the insertion immediately before the definition of

·eureau·· of the following definition -

·analyst· means any person appointed as an analyst

under section 27;"; 

(b) by the insertion immediately after the definition of

"distinctive aark· of the following definit:io11 · 

"hoae-use· means consumpt: ion in Guy,rna of any imported 

commodity which c:011for111s to a compulsory standard 

specification;" 

3. Section 6 of the Principal Act i'.:, he.r-eby amendP.d hy the 

substitution for subsection (1) of the followin� subsection-

AD. 1997 

Short Title. 
No. II of 1984 

Amendment of 
section 2 of the 
Principal Act. 

Amendment of 
section 6 of the 
Principal Act . 



No.2 

Amendment of 4 . 

section 11 of the 

4 

LAWS OF GUYANA [A. D. 1997] 

•(t) There is hereby established a body corporate to 

be known as the National Standards Counci I consisting 

of the following meruberg -

(a) the Director of tl,e Rttrt=>au: 

(b) not more than fift:ee,, mPmlw,s appointed by tl,e

Minister by i11sl:rumPnt in writi11g_ ... 

Section ll of the Principa l Act is hereby amended as 

Principal Act. follows 

(a) in sub•section (4), by the S1Jbstitut:ion tor thP word

"third· of the word "halt·; 

(h) by the insertion immediately art�r subsection (4) of 

tl,e following subsections 

"(4A) In t:l,e absence of the Chairman and Vice·­

Chairn,an at a meeting of the Co1mc::il a member 

not being the Oirecto,· o"r the A1ireau. elPcted 

amongst t:twmse Ives sl,a J l pt·es i de U1e1· eat:. 

(48) A decision of the r.ounci J shal I be by a

majority or votes and in addition to an

original vote, in any case in which the votin9 

is equal, the Chairman or Vice-Chairma1J or 

otlH�, .. membf�r presiding rtt thE� mePting �.hall 

have a casting votP.
0

_ 
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5. Sec .. 1on 15 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by 

the renumbering of paragrar>h (n) as paragrnph (s) a11d t-.lie 

insertion immeqiately after r>,Hagraph (ni) of tl1e following 

paragraphs 

"(n) lo promote research i 11 relation 1:o 

specif ical io11s; 

(o) tn assess q11aVily mnr1,1.gP111ent SY"",t:ems i11 n�laf:iun 

tn commodities. Sl•rvicPs. proc1>s�:e�-: ,1.11d,

pract:icP:=:. t:o which thi:', Act appl ie,.,., and to

co11 tro l sucl, sys tf�m:':.;

(p) t.o estr1hl L:;h and 111 ,111nge a 11ational laborato, y

accreditation �'.yste111; 

(<f) t:o make such arrangement f.or- t.1 aini 11g of its 

staff ,15 it rnay consid::-r f'),(f)Pdie11t for t:he 

efficient conduct or its work: 

(r) tn provide advisory "",Prvice,:; for ma1111f ar.t.:11rers

ar,d to unrle1 take tl1e traird11g or ma1111facl:u1 in�1 

star f in qua I i t:y a�,�.ura11ce; ".

6. The Pri 11cipal Act is hereby amer,dP.d by the insertion

immediately after tection 22 of the following sPctions -

Amendment of 
section IS of the 
Principal Act. 

Insertion of new 
sections 22A and 22B 
in the 
Principal Act. 
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22(A). (1) Where any commodity for 

which a compulsory standard 

specification has been declared, 

is rroduced or manuf act ureci outs i dP 

Guyana, the Council may instruct i,, 

writing ,-:rny inf.per: tor lo exc1111 i ,,e a11y 

custo111s e11t1iP.s in respect or sucl, 

con,modi ty and to exam i 11e sucli 

commodity to asceil:ain itscomformit.y 

with such c:on1pulst1ry standard 

specif icatio11. 

(2) A11 inspector in��tructf>d l.o exami11e

any commodity u11der subsection (l) may 

take samples ther,�of and s11bmi t the 

samples to an analyst for a11alysis or 

examination. 

CS) Wl,ere an .:t11alyst has n,ade :w 

analysis �r examini'ltio11 he shall hsue 

to the inspector a cert:i f icate or report 

setti11g forth the results of his 

analysis or examination. 
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(4) A comn,odity to which this section

applies may be refused admission fer 

home-use. if-

(a) any report or- er.rt if icate issued

under subsection(�) states that the 

com�odity does �ot comply with any 

'co111pulsory standard specific.11:ion 

a�; is applicable l:o such 

co11,mo<;fi t:y : or 

(b) the i111porter of such commodity

fails to provide th� CounciJ at its 

request. with a certificate of 

exa• i nation a11d co111p l i a nee with such 

compulso ry standard specification 

issued by a laboratory or other 

si11dlar institution, in t:he country 

w hen� the co111"od i t y is 

•anuract:ured, reco!Jnis�d by the

Bureau; or 

(c) the 11tanufact111e1 of sucn 

commodity fails to comply with any 

request 111acie under· f-,ection 28C(-.l). 

(5) Where any ill1)orted colffllodity falsely

bears any standardisation mark or 

d i st i nc ti v e mar k or w h i c I I f a l s c 1 y bears 

a mark of cou,pliance wit.Ii any 

speci·fication required under the law of 

a country outsi,fo G11ya11a. such co111modi ty 
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Registration of 

inporter and 
manufacturer 
of certain 

commodities. 

�hall not be �druitted for home-use. 

(6)Where any CClflllflotlit"y to which 1:his

;1 r I a 1 v ·�. �- . t I I e r o 1111 c i I III av I e q II i r :> U I e 

impo1 �er of !";11cl1 con1111ndily to pay such 

examinati on fee. as tl,e Counc i J may. 

w i Ur Ure approva I of l:he 11 i II is t f'I. 

,jpf·.Pr nt j IIP. 

?.7(11). ti) Fvt>ry impor I.er of any r:n111111r),Jil:y 

I: o �� I r i c: Ii :-:; e i:t. i o 11 7 2 t') i'I pp I i P : . ;-1 11 d ... v P I Y 

111,11 1111 actu1 er of r1.11y co1111tlf)di I y I 01· wlriclr 

a compu I \'.ory -=·. L:i nd,1 rd ::'.pP.c i f i c;1 ! i u II li.=t ._,, 

Co1111ci I a1111 11;i) J y ;1,; ;111 illlf''" lr'r 01 

m:-11111f act111 "', a·.�. U1P , ,1·;',P 111av l,r-·. i 11 

;1cc:01danr:1� wit.I, s11b·c:ect.ic)n (7). 

(2) Every applicatio� for registraticn

as a.n importer or rnar.ufacturer

shall l� in the prescribed form and

shall be accompanied with such fen.s

as the Council may, with the

apr,roval of the Minister, prescribe

Insertion of 

new section 25A 

7. The Princip2.l r'\ct is hereby amended by the insc>rtior. �ft�)r

in the Principal 

Act. 

section 25 of the following section-
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''Additional 

assistance. 

8. 

25A. ( ! ) W}wrc in oplnicn of tha

Council, the inspection servict� of 

the Council is inadequate to <;!is­

c'harge its function·,:; in any part of 

G-uyana and adci tional as�i�t;-.nc-:? is 

request therefor the Council may request 

the Minister to provide the requi red 

assistance. 

(2) Wherp the �inister receives

a. requ...�·st for assistance, he r.iay

cause to be au thori set! in t-,d tin� :iny

officer or anplo�·ee of the loca.1

democratic organ for that part of

Guyana to �..-hi.ch such r�ques t rala t\!S 

or a mcmbar of th e ?ol ice For ca

operating there, to discharge

the functions of an inspector �r

other officer or employee of the

Council, and s�ch autroriscd

o.L:-ic1::1· <.;!: cn:�,Jc.yc:e or m,�mber of th� 

Police Force, c\;; the: c.:;.sc. ::,.'.l�, t·e, 

shall have �nd �,y discharge all the 

�or,e:rs ;,.nd .functiu:,� of ,"\n ins?�ctor

Co:.111c.il.". 

mti11 21 11 Ue f o 1 1 ow� -

Pri1cipal let. 



No.2 

Amendment of 9 • 

section 28 of the 

10 

LAWS OF GUYANA l A. D. 1997]. 

(.1) i11 the n1argi11,1l rmle. t,y th:� ·.:;11b·:;tit11lio11 fnr 

I.he word�. "Chief .Inspector" ol · ii,,; """rd··. "ChiP.f

Inspector. analysts": 

wordr. "qualified as inspectors· 111 the 1,,101·1'.' 

"qua 1i fi ed as i nspet: tors or ana 1 ys ts·· ;� 1111 

words "every inspector� or 1:lif• �·or .i,� ·every 

inspector or analyst". 

Principal Act. follows -

(a) i11 f.ubsedion (l l. by tlu� s11bstit11tior1 of ,1 '.:�enii 

colon for the full stop at the end of p;u;Jgraph (g) 

and the insertio11 immediatP.ly 1.her,�aftt=>r or ti,� 

following paragraph 

"(Ii) seize a11d detain for <;Uch timt> ,,s m;-,y l,e 

11(•ce:ss,1ry ror the purposes of any �xanrination. 

invP.sl:igat;ion, trial nr i11,1uiry. ,;Illy commodit.·1 

hy 111ea11s of, 01 in 1e-lat.ion t:o. which lie ha::; 

reaso11ab)e gro1111d�. to l,PJ iPve a11y provision ol 

this Act has heen contravened.": 

(h) by t:l1P. insertio11 i111111ediately artP.1· s11bsPr:t.ion (."�l of 

the following subsections 

"(4) Any commodity ::-�eized under t·.his Act m.iy 

at the option of an inspector he kept or 

stored in the building or place where it was 

sPized or may al� the dir·ecl:i,rn of an in�.pec:t:or 

be rem0ved to any ollrP.r _l;·rnp,�r f> I ar:P. 
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( 5) Where a11 i nspec: tor in e><erc i se of his powers

u11der this 1-ict l1as takf�1 1 a Si:Llll!'IP ol a1 1y 

commodity, material 0r subsl:arH:e to �ilticl1 t.hi:; 

Act: applies and i t appt�,·'ll's fr 0111 ,1 ny Pxam i na 1.:i on 

or invest:i�H:1.tion by U1P inr.pPctor or the ,rnrtlyf.t: 

that tl1P. sale of 01 

deali11� with such co111111nditv. material 01 

$1lb�tancP wouJ d 11ot he i II co11tr,·1VPtd ion pf 1.11 i :':, 

Act, the inspector shall pay compensat:ion lo lhe 

owru�r of tl1P s,·unple if i. I·. ca1 111ot he rel. 1 11 n,>.d t:o 

U1f-l owner without p1Pj1.1dicfi l.:n t:l1f-' owner. 

( 6 ) A n i tY� p P. c t o r s ha l J r P J �>. as ,,. a n y co 111111 o d i t: y 

Sf�l7Pd l>y ltim 1111dPr llti':; ()ct: wlH"lt l1P i:; 

�at:isf ied that: all 1:IH� provisi<HW, nf tld·:; hct: 

wi t:11 rPspect t:herPto li,'.lVP l,�!l!ll r:0111pl ir>d wi 1.11. 

( 7) Whe rt� an i nspec I.or ha:", �.Pi Z "d any comniod i t.. v

tH1der t:his 1kt and 1:he 01AH11�1 t:l1Preof 01 t:l1e 

J.H�r::;crn i 1, 1,,1hose pos::;ess i 011 t:lt<" 1:01111110,J it y WiF. tl t. 

t he t i 111 e o r :s e i 1. u r e co 11 sen t: s to t I I e des t r II c t·. i o 11 

!:hereof the commodity f,ha I l t lterf•upon b.1� 

forf eited to tl1e Stab� and may be dPsl·rny1>d 01· 

otherwise dii,posed of as tltP. Hirtii;ter 111:-iy 

direct.". 
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10. The Principal Act is hP.rehy anietrded hy t.he iw,P.r·t.io1r 

h,1,ediatelv aft.er s�ction ,'R of t.lrP fol low in�, sC'cl ions -

"Arralysis. 2RA. (l) Air i11s1H�ctor nray suh1nit. .u,y c.,:1n,pl,� 

trtken in ar:co, daw:e witlr secl;i,rn 7A (t) (h). or· 

any comnrodi ty sei7.ed by him rJt,der section 28 ( l) 

(h) or any s,11rple rnn1 s•Jclr co111ltl,dity, to an 

an�lyst for �nalysis or ex�min�tiun. 

(2) Where atr a11alyst has 1n,1de .an ,1r1,-dysis

oi- exa111inat:ion Ire shall i-c;su� lo Ure im;per:tor 

a certifiute or report c.f'tting for tit thf' 

,-·es u I t: s 0 f Ir is analysis or 

ex,11n i n,1 t ion. 

t11vest igalio11 

of Complaints. 

?8R( l )Thf' Council slra 11. tlrrouglt its 

inspPcto,·ate, cause to he 

tnvPsl i gated, co11p la i nts regard i 11g c-onrNtod it: i PS. 

by consumers a11d tJsers. 

(2) Where any complaint is foutrd 

to be true on investigaticrn, UH! Council.may 

c,311se to be in5tituted lPgal procP.edi,rgs a<1�insl: 

t Ile 11ranr1 f ac: t:ure r or o thPr. pP.t :::;on supp I y j 119 tire 

defec:tivP. com111odity or sP.rvicP cir PrtgagP.d i11 11,P 

deff�cl:ive proce:=-.� or practice. 
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[A. D. 1997] GUYANA NATIONAL BURE,AU OF STANDARDS (AMENDMENT) No. 2 

Declaration by 

locr.1 I 

manufaotur-er 

and 

ce.rt:i f icate 

in respect 

of imported 

commodities. 

7.8C. ( 1) WherP- any co111p11l?,ory 

standard �pt>cific,1tion lta�; l>f:'Cn 

dee la red i 11 respect of any 

commodity. tlte Council 111r1y reque,,;t. 

the manufacturer of �,welt cn111modity 

to furnish a dec:Jar,1tion i11 U,e 

prescribed form that such commodity 

has be·en manufactured in acc:o.rdanr.e with such 

spec:ification as is applicable to such co1111nocJity 

a11d any manufact.urer who fail:c: to comply wil:lt 

any such rf".q11es t shall be g11 i I ty of an offence. 

(2) Where any commodity for which wl,�re i�� 110

comp11.J sory standard sr,eci f ica tion 

is manufactured outside G1Jyana such commodity 

shall' not he 

imported into Guya11r1 unlf�:0�s it 111.holly 

co11f ormr. to any specif icatipn under 

the law of the country in which it is 

manufactured and is accompanied by 

a cE>rti f icate in the pn�sr.ribed form 

certifying that tlte con1111odi ty r.onfo"rms 

to s11cl1 Sf)""C if i cat i 011 1111di:>1 t:1,e Jaw 

of U,at u1u11Lry .-u,d U1,d. its s;:ilf' 

therein wo1Jld 110L const:it11te a 

contr·aver,t ion of the I aw ther:�of. ". 
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11. s,,,:t.io11 39 or 1:he Principal Act: i,,; hen;1hy .:tmerr<fp,t by

tire rel ell.Pt i 119 of par.=tgraph (j) as paragraph ( 1) ;11'1d 1:he 

inse1·tio11 i1111111�diat:ely after p,u-.1graph (i) of the lollowi119 

parag,aphs 

""(j) 1 emoves. alters or interf eres in �,ny w,w wi 1:h a1,y 

thing seized or detained nnder the a1Jthoi-it:y of this 

Act, or with any detentio11 or other tag attRched to 

sur:h thir•g, withocit the autl,01 i ty of a11 inspector; 

(k) attempts to sell for '10111e-use or exJ.,ort ;i con,modity

spec i r i cat i 011; ". 

Amendment of 12. Section 40 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the

section 40 of the insertion after subsection (2) of the following subsection 

Principal Act. 

"(3) Where a person is convicted for a 

contravention of section 19( I) or (3) or section 

22( I) or (2) the court convicting him may in 

addition to the penalty imposed order that the 

person convicted cease forthwith the 

manufacture. production, processing, treatment 

or selling of any commodity to which such 

contravention relates for such period as the 

contravention continues." 

Passed by the National Assembly on 17th April, 1997. 

F. A. Narain, 

(BILL No. 17 /1996) Clerk of the National Assembly. 

. 
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