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[A. D. 1997] GUYANA NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS (AMENDMENT) No.2

AN ACT to amend the Guyana National Bureau of Standards

Act 1984.
Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:- AD 1997
1. This Act, which amends the Guyana ‘National Bureau of Short Title.

No. 11 of 1984
Standards Act 1984, may be cited as the Guyana Nakional Burean of

Standards (Amendment) Act 1997.

2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is hereby amended as Amendment of
section 2 of the
follows - Principal Act.

(a) by the insertion immediately before the definition of
“Bureau” of the following definition -
“analyst” means any person appointed as an analyst
under section 27;";
(b) by the insertion immediately after the definition of
“distinctive mark™ of the following definition -
“home-use” means consumpl.ion in Guyana of any imported
commodity which conforms to a compulsory standard

specification;".

3. Section 6 of the Principal Act is hereby amended hy the Amendment of
section 6 of the
substitution for subsection (1) of the following subsection- Principal Act.
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Amendment of
section 11 of the
Principal Act

“(1) There is hereby established a body corporate to
be known as the National Standards Council consisting

of the following members -

(a) the Director of the Rureau:
(b) not more than fifleen members appointed by the

Minister by inskrument in writing.".

q. Section 11 of the Principal Act is hereby amended as

follows

(a) in subsection (4), by the substitution lor the woid
“"third” of the word "half";
(b) by the insertion immediately after subsection (4) of

the following subsections -

“(4A) In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman at a meeting of the Council a member
not being the Director of the Bureau, elected
by the members present at the mzeting from

amonast themselves shall preside thereat.

(4B) A decision of the Counci) shall be by a
majority of votes and in addition to an
original vote, in any case in which the voting
is equal, the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of
other member presiding at the meeting shall

have a casting vote.".
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S. Sec.fon 15 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by Amendment of
section 1S of the
the renumbering of paragraph (n) as paragraph (s) and the Principal Act

insertion immediately after paragraph (m) of the following
paragraphs -
“(n) Lo promote research in relation fo

specifications:

(o) to assess qualily management systems in relation
to commodilbies. services, piloceszes and
\
practices o which thiz act applies and ko

control such systems;

(p) Lo establish and manage a national laboratory

accreditation system;

(q) to make such arrangement for tiaining of its
stalf as it may considar expedient for the

efficient conduct of its work:

(r) to provide advisory =ervices for mannfacturers
and to undet take the training of manufacturing

stalf in quality assurance;”.

Insertion of new
sections 22A and 22B
in the

Principal Act.

6. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion

immediately after iection 22 of the following sections -



6

No. 2 LAWS OF GUYANA [A. D. 1997]

f . .
Examination 22(A). (1) Where any commodity for

of certain which a compulsory standard

imports specification has been declared,

and powers is produced or manufactured outside
of inspector Guyana, the Council may instruct in
with regard writing any inspector Lo examine any
Lhereto. customs entries in respect of sunch

commodity and to examine such
conmodity to ascerlain its comformity
with such compulsery standard

specification.

(2) An inspector instructed Lo examine
any commodity under subsection (1) may
take samples thereof and submit the

samples to an analyst for analysis or

examination.

(3) Where an analyst has made an
analysis or examination he shall issue
to the inspector acertificate or report
setting forth the results of his

analysis or examination.
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(4) A commodity to which this section

applies may be refused admission fer

home-use, if-
(a) any report or certificate issued
under subsection (3) states that the
commodity does not comply with any
‘compiulsory standard specificalion
as is applicable lo =such
commodity : or
(b) the importer of such commodity
fails to provide the Council at its
request, with a certificate of
examination and compliance with such
compulsory standard specification
issued by a laboratory or other
similar institution, in the country
where the commodity is
manulfactured, recoanised by the
Bureau; or
(c¢) the manufacturer of sucn
commodity fails to comply wikh any

request made under section 28C(1).

(5) Where any imported commodity falsely
bears any standardisation mark or
distinctive mark or which falsely bears
a mark of compliance with any
specification required under the law of

a country outside Guyana, such cohmodity



Insertion of

Registration of
inporter and
manufacturer
of certain
commodities.

new section 25A

in the Principal

Act.

(2)

8
LAWS OF GUYANA [A.D. 19971

shall not be admitted for home-usze.

(6)Where any commodity to which Lhis
secltion applies is examinad by an
analyst_ the Conncil way 1equira the
tmpor ter of such commedily to pay such
examinalion fee, as the Counci) may.
with the approval of the Minister.

determine.

272(0) . (1) Fvery impm Ler of any commodity

Lo which section 220 applie:. and every
manulacturer of any commodily tor which
a compul=ory =ktandard zpecification ha-
been-declared, shall reqister with kthe
Comncil anmually as an imporber o
mamifacturer | as bhe case may be, in
accordance with subsection (7).

Every application for registraticn

as an importer or manufacturer

i te in the prescribed form and

b4

sha
shall be accompanied with such fees
as the Council may, with the

apnroval of the Minister, prescribe

The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion after

section 25 of the following secticn-
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¢paditional 2s5A, (1) UWhere in opinion of the
assistance. Council, the inspection serwvice of

the Council is inadequate to dis-
charge its functions in any part of
Guyana and additional assistance is

request therefor the Council may request

the Minister to provide the required
assistance.

(2) Where the Minister receives
a request for assistance, h2 may

cause to be authorised in writing any

officer or cmployee of the local
democratic organ for that part of
Guyana to which such request rziates
or a member of th e Police Force
operating there, to discharge

the functions of an inspector ~r
other officer or empioyee of the
Council, and such autitorised

oilicer or enplcyce or mamber of the
Police Force, as thc casc oy bte,
shall hava and may discharge all the
rowers and functions of an inspector
or other officer cr enployc. of (o
Council.”.

Aeendaeat of 8. section 27 of the Principal act i3 hereby amendad A«
section 21 ol the follows -

Principal Aet.
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(a) in the marginal note. by the =substitulion faor
Lhe woids “Chief .Inspector™ of ihs woid: “Chief
Inspector, analysts”;

(b) in subsection (1), by {he =nbafitotion o1 1 he
words “qualified as inspectors”™ of the wor.is
“"qualified as inspectors or analysts”- and

(¢) in subsection (?), by the substitulion for the
words “every inspector” af Lhe woide “every

inspector or analyst”.

Amendment of 9. Sectior 2?8 of the Priucipal Ack is hereby amended as-
section 28 of the
Principal Act follows —

(a) in subsection (1). by the substitution of a semi
colon for the full stop at the end of paragraph (g)
and the insertion immediately bLhereafter of the

following paragraph -
"(h) seize and detain for such time as may Le
necessary for the purposes of any examination,
investigation, trial or inquirv, any commodity
by wmeans of, o1 in i1elation to, which he has
reasonable gronnds to believe any provision of
this Act has heen contravened.":
(b) by the insertion imuwediately after snbsection (3) of
the following subsections
“(4) Any commodity <«eized under this Act may
at the option of an inspector be kept or
stored in the bunilding or place where it was
seized or may ak the direction at an inspector

be remnved to any other proper place.
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(5) Where an inspector in exercise of his powers
under this Act has taken a sample of  any
commodity, material or substance ko which this
Act applies and it appears from any examinali on
or investigation by the inspector or the analysat
Lhat the sale of o

dealing with such commodity, matarial o
substance would not be in contriavention of Lhis
Act, the inspector shall pay compensation Lo 1| he
owner of the sample il il cannot be reluned to

Ihe owner without prejudice Lo the owner.

(6) An inzpector shall release any commodity
seized by him under  Lhis oact when he i3
satisfied that all Lthe provisions of this act

with respect thereto have been complied will,

(7) Where an inspector has seized any commodity
under this Aact and the owner thereof or the
person in whose possession the commodity was at
the time of seizure consents to the destruction
Lhereof the commodity =<hall thereupon be
forfeited to the State and may be destroyed or
otherwise disposed of as the Minister may

direct.”.



No. 2

Insertion of new
sections 28A, 28B
and 28C in the
Principal Act.
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10. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion

immediately after section 78 of the following seclions -

"Analysis.

tnvestigalion

of Complaints.

28A. (1)) An inspector may submit any sample

taken in accordance with seclion 78 (1) (h), or
any commodity seized by him under section 28 (1)
(h) or any sample from such commodity, to an

analyst for analysis or examination.

(2) Where an analyst has made an analysis
or examination he shall issue to the inspector
a certificate or report setting forth the
esults of his analysis or

examination,

78B(1)The Council shall, throuah its
inspectorate, cause to he

investigated, complaints regarding commodities.
services,processes.or practices referred to'it

by consumers and users.

(2) Where any complaint is found

to be true on investigation, the Council.may

canse to be instituted legal proceedings against

the manufacturer or other person supplying the

defective commodity or service or engaged in the

defeclive proce=s or practice.
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Declaration by
local
manufacturer
and
certificate

in respect

of imported

commodities.

28C.(1) Where any compulzory

standard specification has been

declared in respect of any

commodity. the Council may request.

the manufacturer of =uch cowmodity

to furnish a declaration in the

prescribed form that such commodity

has been manufactured in accordance with such
specificationas is applicable to such commodity
and any manufacturer who fails to comply with

any such request shall be auilty of anoffence.

(2) Where any commodity for which whare is no
compulsory standard specification
is manufactured outside Guyana such commodity
shall not be
imported into Guyana unle=s il wholly
conforms to any specification under
the law of the country in which it is
manufactured and is accompanied by
a certificate in the prescribed form
certifying that the commodity conforms
to such specification under the law
of Lhat counlry and that its sale
therein would nolt constitnke a

contravenlion of the law therzof . ".
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Amendment of 1. Section 39 of kthe Principal Act i3 hereby amended by
section 39 of the
Principal Act. the reletter ing of paragraph (j) as paragraph (1) amd Lhe

insertion immediately after paraaraph (i) of the lollowing
paragraphs -
"“()) r1emoves, alters or interferes in any way with any
thing seized or detained nnder the authority of this
Act, or with any detention or other tag attachad to

such thirg, withoat the authority of an insperctor;

(k) attempls to sell for home-use or export a commodity
which does not conform to a compulzory standard

specification;”.

Amendment of 12. Section 40 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
section 40 of the  insertion after subsection (2) of the following subsection

Principal Act.

"(3) Where a person is convicted for a
contravention of section 19(1) or (3) or section
22(1) or (2) the court convicting him may in
addition to the penalty imposed order that the
person convicted cease forthwith the
manufacture, production, processing, treatment
or selling of any commodity to which such
contravention relates for such period as the

contravention continues."
Passed by the National Assembly on 17th April, 1997.

F. A. Narain,
(BILL No. 17/1996) Clerk of the National Assembly.
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