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SCHEDULE.· \ 

"� < ' _·, :� •. 

An ACT to provide for 'the imposition· of a production levy ou 
bauxite and laterite won or extracted in Guyana and for 
matters incidental thereto or connes;ted therewith. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-
1. This Act may be cited as the �-bauxite (Production

Levy) Act 1974 and shail be deemed to have come into opera­
tion on 1st January, 1974. 

2. 

Schedu,e, 

.t:.:ip. 9�:14 

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -
"associate" means any person who controls, or is 

controlled by, or is under common control with. 
the bauxite producer in relation to whom that 
term is used or who is a partner of that bauxite 
producer; 

"basic rate" means the amount for the time being 
specified as the basic rate in Part 1 of the 
schedule or as otherwise determined under the 
provisions of the said Part 1: 

"bauxite produter" means any person who wins or 
extracts bauxite or laterite in Guyana and 
(a) is engaged in the production of primary alumi­

nium; or
(b) is controlled by, or is under common control

with, any person engaged in the production of
primary aluminium;

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue and includes an officer of the Depart­
ment of Inland Revenue; 

"current rate" means the amount for the time 
being specified as the current rate in Part 1 of 
the schedule; 

''Minister" means the Minister assigned responsi­
bility for natural resources; 

"quarterly period" means a period of three consecu­
tive months commencing on 1st January, or 1st 
April, or 1st July, or 1st October, in any year; 

"ton" in relation to bauxite or laterite means· a ton 
by ·standard measure of weight provided in 
section 6 of the Weights and Measures Act, that 
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is to say, twenty hundred-weight each of one 
hundred and twelve standard pounds avoirdupois, 
after deducting the moisture content of the ore. 

[No. 

3.(1) Notwithstanding anything in any law a tax to be �P;;;;:00 

known as a production levy shall be paid in accordance with 
1

ductton

this Act on all bauxite or laterite won or extracted in Guyana J,�vy. 
on or after 1st January, 1974. 

(2) The production levy shall be calculated, at the cur-
rent rate. 

(3) The production levy payable under this Act shall
be paid to the Commissioner by every bauxite producer who 
won or extracted the bauxite or lqterite·irt respect of which such 
levy is payable. ·.,, ... 

4.(1) · For the purposes of this Act, a bauxite producer- ��!2�{ 
(a) shall bft deemed to have won or extracted in �",:t·

Guyan� during each quarterly period, not less ���ff;;
than the number of tons of bauxite or laterite 1evy. 
(hereinafter in this Act. referred to as "the
minimum tonnage'') specified in Part II of the
schedule;

(b) shall pay to the Commissioner within fifteen 
days after the end of each quarterly period, the 
sum of money calculated by m.ultiplying the 
minimum tonnage by the basic rate (hereinafter 
in this Act refer'red to as "the provisional 
quarterly payment") on adcount of the true 
amount of the production levy payable by the 
bauxite producer for that quarterly period: 

Provided that. the provisional quarterly pay­
ments for the quarterly periods commencing 
respectively on 1:st January, 1974, and 1st 
April, 1974, shall become due and payable on 
the 10th day after the enactment of this Act. 

(2) Every bauxite producer shall, in respect of each
quarterly ,period, make to the Commiss:oner, in such form (if any) 
as may be prescribed, within thirty days ailter the end of that 
quarterly period -

· (a) a return in writing. showing the number of tons
of bauxite or laterite won or extracted in Guyana 
by the said bauxite producer; 

(b) statements of the prices (expressed in lawful
currency of the United States of America) re­
ceived by the. said bauxite prdducer or by any
associate for primacy aluminium, differentiating
between the prices received in respect of trans­
actions between· associates · and other trans-
actions:
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Provided that in respect of the quarterly 
periods eommencing respectively on 1st Janu­
ary, 1974, and 1st April, 1974, the respective 
returns and statements required to be made to 
the Commissioner under this sub$ection shall 
be made within five days after the enactment 
of this Act. 

(3) Ev,ery, bauxite producer shall, within ninety days
after the end of each year, supply -to the Minister such informa­
tion as may be pres,:.ribed for the purposes of determining the 
average rea1ised price for primary aluminium. 

(4) _ The Ministe:r: shall, as soon as may be practicable
after the 30th April in eac:h ,Y.� prescribe the average realised 
price (expressed in lawfqJ cur.r.ei;icy of the Un.ited States of 
America) for: primary aluminium. for tpe last preceding year, 
talrj.ng into account all relevant' information, including the in· 
formation ,referred to in subsections (2) .�d (3). 

(5) Within thirty days after the publicatjon in the
Gazette of the prescription of the average realised price every 
bauxite producer shall prepare and submit to the Commissioner 
a statement in the prescribed form showing an assessment of the 
tru;e amount of the production levy payable by such bauxite 
producer for each of the quarterly periods in the last preceding 
year and such true amount shall be calculated on the basis of 
the curr-ent rate and the application of the provisions of the 
schedule. 

(6) Where the total number of tons of bauxite or laterite
�ctually won or extracted in Guyana by any bauxite producer 
in any year is les,g than foqr times the minimum tonnage, the 
bauxite producer shall, for the purpose of determining. the true 
amount of the produ\ction levy payable for that year, be deemed 
to have actually won or extracted four times the minimum ton­
nage so specified. 

(7) The Commissioner shall, on the :receipt of a state­
mient submJ.tted to him under subsection (5), determine on the 
basis of the ap.plication of the provisions of the schedule the true 
:imount of the production levy payable for the last preceding 
year by the bamdte producer who submitted that statement. 

(8) Where the amount determined by the Commissioner
under subsection (7) is greater than the total of the provisional 
quarterly payments paid by the bauxi�e producer in respect of 
whom that amount was determined, the bauxite producer shall 
notwithstanding any notice of objection under seation S: p1ey the 
difference to the Commissioner within fifteen days afteir the Com· 
missioner serves upon the bauiltite producer a notice in writing 
informing the bauxite producer of the difference. 

(9) Where the amount determined by the Commissioner under
subsection (7) is less than the total of the provisional quarterly pay­
ments paid by the bauxite producer in respect of whom that amount was 
determined, the Commissioner shall refund the difference to the bau:,dte 
producer. 
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(10) Any amount required by this section to be paid by a bauxite
producer may, wi-thout prejudice to any other method of recovery, be 
recove_red by the Commissioner. from the bauxiite producer by parate

.execution. 
, •  

• , v .  
·- . 

(11) For the purposes of this section, the t
0

rue amount of the pro­
duction levy is the sum of money arrived at by multiplying the number 
of tons of ba.uxite or laterite extracted dr.won (or deernM under subsec­
·tion (6) to have been so extracted or wOh) by.,,tke, 08.u«.ite' producer dur­
ing the last preceding year by the ouic� al'ld cretennined by the
Commi'S\9ioner under subsection {7). · t ·:,. • " 

5.(1) The Minister may, -by 6;_ddr, anferid the schedule or sub-
stitute a new schedule in p)ace tb,et¢Qf with effect. from suc;;h date (not 
being earlier than the 1st Janul\ry'df the y�r pr�eding the year in which
the order is made) a,s m,y be ,specified in 1the order .

. ' �,I, rr-, ' ,J 

(2) Any order fqiMe· under subsection (1) may contain such con­
sequential, supplemen1lacy or anoHJe.,ry provisions as the Minister thinks
necessary or expedient.

(3) Every order made under s'ubsectio� ( l )  shall be subject to
aff.irma.tive resolution of the National Assembly .

• 

[No. 29 

Power to 
amenidl the 
schOO:ule. 

6.(1) The Minister may, upon the application of any bauxite pro- Poiwer 10 

ducer liable for payment of any produotiion levy, if he is satisfied that it =.or 
is just and equitable to do so, remit such levy in whole or in part and prooiucti0n 

any such remission may be subject to such conditiions as the Minister levy.

may think f!ilt to impose. 

(2) Any amount paid a.s production levy under this Act which
is in excess of the amount required to be paid under this Act shall be 
refunded by ·the Commissioner on the production to the Commissioner 
of such evidence as the Commissioner may require as proof of <,;uch 
overpayment. 

(3) Any application for a refund under subsection (2) shall be
made wiithin one yewr of the date of the overpayment to which it re­
lates or such longer period as the Commissioner may allow if he is satis­
fied that, in the special circumstances of the case, it was not reasonably
�oticable for the bauxite producer to make the application within one
year as aforesaid.

7. Every baux,ite producer shall

(a) keep such books, records, accounts and other do.cu­
ments in relation to the production or disposal of bau­
xite or lateriite by tbait bauxite producer as may be
prescnbed;

(b) permit the Commissioner or any officer wthorised in
that behalf by him to enter any premises used by thait
. bauute pl'IOducer in connection . wiith the. production or 
disposal of bauxite or laiterite an.d to :inspect, and make
copies of ent11ies in, any books, records, accounts ·or

Records 
and returns. 
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other documeD1ts which relate or appear to relate to the 
business of that bau:x,ite producer; 

(c) if required so  to do by the Commissioner or any officer
auJthorised in th@t behalf by him, produce, at such time
and place as the Oommissioner or such officer may
specify, any books, reoords, accounts or other docu­
menlts relaiting to the business of thait bau:x,ite producer·

Jahd
• 

(d) .at .such·.times and to such persons as the Commissioner
m3y spwify, make such returns as may be prescribed
and give such other information · relating to the busi­
ness of toot bauxi,te producer as the Commissioner
may require.

����is�
f 8.(1) If any bauxiite prbducei; fails .to submit to the Commissioner 

sloner to the statemenit referred to in section -�5) the-Commissioner may asses"S 
��:nt or the amount of pooduotii,on levy which in the opinion of the Commis-

1��td��;�g1e. sioner is payable under thi'S Act by tbalt ballXliik producer and cause to 
be served on the baux!ite producer a notiice stating the amount of pro­
duction levy so assessed. 

(2) Not'Wliithstanding any other proviision of this Act, any amount
assessed by the Commissioner under subsection (1) sha11 be paid wiilth:in 
ten days af,ter the service of the notice referred to in that suhseotion. 

(3) Where it appears to the Commiissioner tha;t the amount paid
by a bauxite producer or thM any amount determined or assessed under 
this .Aot is less than that wb!ioh ought to be paid, the Commi•ssioner may, 
with�<n one year after i�he end of 1the relevanit year. assess the amoun,t 
which in his judgment ought to be paid and by notice in wdting demand 
from the bauxite produoer the balance of production levy then due and 
payable. 

(4) If any baux1te producer disputes the amount determined
under seotion 4(7) or assessed under this sec�ion the bauxite producer 
may apply to the Commissioner, by notice of objedtion in writing, to re­
view and revise the amount; such notice of objection shall state precise­
ly the grounds of objection to the amount aforesaid and shall be made 
withln liiifteen days after the date of serv;ice of the notice served on the 
bau�ilf.e producer under sooti'on 4 or this seotion, as the case may be. 

(5) On the receipt of a notice of objeotion the Commissioner may
require the bauxcite producer by whom the notice of objootion is given 
to furnish such particulars as the Commissioner thinks necessary and to 
produce aU books and other docume!llts relat.ing to the objedtiilon .i:n the 
oustody or under the conbrol of the bauxite producer and may by notice 
in wlitiing summon any person who he thinks is aible to give evidence 
in respeat thereof to ai:.11:end before him, and may examine such peJIS'On 
on oath or otherwise. 

(6) Where any bauxite producer who has given notice of
objection subsequently agrees with the Commissioner as to the 
amount payable by such bauxite producer. the amount demanded 
or assessed shall. if necessary, be amended acoordingly but, in the 
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absence c:4 ·· such agreement, the Commissioner shall give notice in 
�ting to the bauxite producer of his decision in respect of the 
ol,jectlon. 

· (7) In· default·of payment when due ·of·any amount payable
·u production levy. inte.n,sf at the rate of,.�fve per cent per
annum from the date the pa.ymen,t .became 4uo shall be payable
thereon until pa

. yment. 

. is. affc,cted, and after dem

. 

.
''and for payment 

Juis been made .. by the Comnusaioner and. . wltlrout prejudice to
any other method of recovery, the amo1lllt together with interest 

· may be _J'.'eCOVel'm by the Commi&9toner,'� �e bauxite producer
by pamte execution. rl'.vi' , ,.

·1.

, 

9.(1) Any bauxite producer who has given notice of_ obje:c- Appeais.
tion under section 8 and is ,,dissatisfied with the decision. of · the 
O>mmissioner thereon ma.y •.. within thirty. days after . the rt'lt'cipt 
of the decision of ,tile :� referred to in section 8(6),
make application to �·.judge .of the High, Court sitting in cham-
bers for. an order declaring that the assessment of the Com-
missioner is excessi:ve. · 

(2) The onus of · proving ·· that the �ment compla.ined
of is mcesnve shall be on the bauxite pr<)ducer �. 

(3) If the judge is satisfied that the bauxite producer is
overcharged he may rep.uce the amount assessed and the Com­
missioner shall forthwith refund the amount of the overchargo 
to tho bauxite producer together with interest at the rate· of twelve 
per cent of the amount of the overcharge. 

. (4) The dfdsion of the judge on any question, other than 
a question of law, shall be final. 

10. The provisions of section 101 of the Income Tax Act App,1.i.cation
shall, a.s the Ball!,e apply for the purpose of the recovery ot income 1�1 

sectt,,,n 

tax, apply mutatis mutandis for the purpose of the recovery of 1�e 1*:x 

production levy payable under this Act. �. 111,o1. 

11.(1) Productio� !evr .may be sued for. �d r�ve;ed �. � S'llit for , 
court of competent 1unsd1ction by the Comnussioner m his offictal prod.uicti4n · 
name with full costs of suit from the person charged therewith as a��.:.
debt due to the State as well a.s by the means provided in any other mi:sston·er. 
provisions of this Act relating to the collection. recovery and en-
forceme:nt of the payment of the production levy. 
. (2) For the purpose of any proceedings by the Conunissioner 
in a court to recover any sum claimed as production levy under !this 
Act (in.eluding any interest the,.n,on) any dbcurnent under his hand 
�g lflha:t a person iis a baux,ilte producer, the quantity of bauxi:te or 
laterite produced during any period and the amount due in respoot 
thereof for the pu� of this Act (including any interest thereon)
sball .be prima facie evidence of the facts so stated. 

J2.(l) . Any peroon who -

(a) faii1s l:o .r,ay any production levy payable by that per90n
under this Act; or

Offences. 
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(b) in conneotion wilth any production levy paya:ble by that
person under ,this Act makes any staJtementt: whkh he
knows to be false in a mwterffil paJ.tli.cular or reckless­
ly makes any statemelllt whioh is failse in a material
pa.!111licular, or, with intent to deceive, produces or makes
use of any book, record, aooount, return or other docu­
melllt which is false in a material particular; or

(c) . eXJtracts, wJ.rns or expot1ts any bauxite or lateriite in con­
,traventiion of any regulatJons made under this Act; or

( d) is knowingly oon0011ned in, or in the takiing of steps
with a view to, the fraiudulent evasion, by that person
or any other person, of any produotiiOn levy payiable
under this Abt,

shall be 1iable on summary conviotion to a fine of one hundred and 
fifty thousand doUars or treble the amount of the produotiion levy 
which is unpaid or irn respect of which payment is sought to be evaded, 
as the case may be, at the eledtion of the Commissioner, and in de­
fault of payment to imprisonment for a term of four years. 

(2) Any person who conJtravenes any of ,the proviisions of sec­
tion 7 or any requli1remellit imposed thereunder shall be liable on sum­
mary conv,iotion to a fine of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
and in defiaulit of payment to impriisonment for a term of three years. 

(3) Any pe11son who wtiithout lawful excuse refuses or negloots
to alvtend or to give evlidence in pursuance of notiice served on that 
pe1:son under section 8 (5) or to produce any books or documents 
which he is required to produce under the said su:bsecitlion, or who 
refuses to answer any lawful questJiJon touching the matters under con­
sideraJtJion, or who knowingly or w1lfully gives any false evidence be­
fore the Comm�ssioner sha:11 be liable on summary conviiotiion to a fine 
of fiirfity thousand dollars and in defiault of payment to impT1Vsonment 
for a term of two years. 

(4) Broceed:ingis in respect of an offence under this Act may be
commenced ait any tiime w1thin seven yea11s a:11ter the date of the com­
mission of the offence. 

Manager 13. The manager or other principal officer in Guyana of any
ti�'!,1 

prin- company, corporation, society, association, partnership Qr other 
vrncers body of persons shall be answerable for doing all such acts as 
�

1

or'ii�f�n shall be required by or under this Act to be done by such com-
an�werable. pany, corporation, society, association, partnership or body. 

,Regu­
Oati-one 

14.(1) The Minister may make regµlations gen�ally for the 
carrying out of the provisions and purposes of this Act and, in 
particular, but without preju!dice to the generality of the forego­
ing provisions, may make regulations -

(a) restrictin� or prohibiting the extiracting, winning
or exporting of bauxite or laterite by any bauxite
producer who is in default of the payment of any
pro�ction levy or part thereof payable by the
bauxite producer;
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(b) providing for the entry of officers on premises on
or from which bauxite or later:te is won, extracted, 
stored, processed or transported and for the
powers and duties of such officers;

(c) requking bauxite producers to keep records and to
. furn'sh to the Min:star or the Commissioner within 
· such· time and. in such form as he may require

such information re'ating to the winn ng, extrac• 
. t:o!l_or· exportati��l'.�f' baux·te or .Iaterite or any
· dealings tnerew1Ui, �as he may specify, and to pr�

duce .for., i�iQn any books or accounts or oth".:!r 
documents ,.;el whlltever nature or kind relating
thereto; , · . 

(d) · presctj_bfng iny matter or thing wh�ch may be, or
i� �uired �Y .this Act Jo be, pre5icribed. 

! .. .,. ��� .... ' 
' : ; (,2). ·.· .�ve .ii'S otherwise provided by this Act, there may be 

annexeu'l,o� Jbe · breacl_1 of any regulation a penalty on summary 
convict'iotr�f ten thous�d dollars. · 

SCllEDULE 

Part I 

1. The basic rate per ton of bauxite or latefle shall be eleven dollars
and sixteen cents (in lawful rurrency of the United States ·of·.
America).

2. The current rate per ton of baux:te or Jaterite shall be 5.911 per ,..
cent of the average realis"d price per short ton for primary alumi· 
nium (as prescribed for the purposes of section 4 (4) of this Act) (
divided by 3.39. 

3. In the event that on the due dateS' of payments, there is a variance.
in the exchange rate between the United States dollar and the 

Guyana dollar from the approved exchange rate (as hereinafter 
defined) which yields a quantum of production levy in Guyana 
dollars that is less than the quantum wh!ch would have resulted 
from the applicat'on of the approved exchange rate, appropriate 
adjustment in the rate of production levy expressed in United 
States dollars may be made, at the d'scretion of the Minister, to 
y'eld the quantum of production levy in Guyana do'lars that is in
consonance with the approved exchange rate. The approved ex­
change rate for this purpose sha1l be the average of exchange rates 
between the un·ted States dollar and the Guyana doITar on the

date of the enactment of this Act, ascertained from four bodies 
corporate licensed or otherwise authorised by law to carry on 
bank:ng business in G,uyana. 

4. In this Part of this schedule "short ton'' m0ans two thousand 
pounds by standard measure of weight provided in the Weights
and Measures Act. 



10 

No. 29] THE LAWS OF GUYANA [A.D. 1974 

PART II 

1. For the purposes of the quarterly imposition of the production
levy, the levy shall app 1y to ail bauxite er later�te produced less
rebates on account of the actual tonp�ges of calcined biiµx:te and
chemical grade bauxite prodµ;ceq �µbject tQ the IQflXilllUm rebate
being limited to:

(a) 33,250 toos Qf QH �t��t�q. to produce 17,500 tons of
caleined baJJ.Xite at a ,c�pverl:!�on factor of l,90; and

(b) 45,500 tons of ore �lf.POrtetl M ,9AemiC411 grade bauxite. 

2. Nqtw:thstQm;fing tb� prqvisipn$ of p��grclph l of this l'�rt of this
schedule, tW}r� §n,n b, 3 m,'.nim,um t9l)�g� of 158,750 tons
quarterly on which the production levy sha:l be paid.

Passed by the National Assembly Off ti,� JJth 9f Sf!plember, 19J� 

�. 
F.A. NARAIN. 

Clerk of the National Assembly. 

(Bill No. 81/1974) 
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