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LAWS OF GUY ANA [A.D. 1974 

An Act providing for the control of the slaughter of cattle 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. Tlli.s\\ct may be cited as the Slaughter of Cattle 
(Control) Act 1974. ·,., 

'-, . },,..., ... ~ 
2. I~ thl~·· Ac_t, ·~'~·' 

.·~~ 

"cattie" Iliita~1·'Jin1 )ulli\?~' ,stee~, cow, heifer or calf; 

"veterlnary officer'! means the Principal Veterinary 
Officer and4~clud~&:(l.y vet~rinary officer, livestock 
offi<;er or livlest9c~ a:ssi.st~i:1t_..~/the Departm~nt. of 
Agnculture atttlionsed m ~Ing by the Prmc1pal 
Veterinary Officer to perform the functions of the 
Prlncipal Veterinary Officer. 

1.t' 

3. No person shall, without the permission in writing 
of a veterinary officer, slaughter or caused to be slaughtered -

(a) any cattle with less than one permanent incisor 
tooth; or 

(b) any cattle of the female sex. 

~:~ret~~ct of 4. Where a pers<>n slaughters or causes to be slaughter~ 
the head l") any cattle he shall retam the skin and skeleton of the head (1n­

~ - be retamed. eluding the horns) offeattle for forty-eight hours after it has 
l.}JY' been slaughtered and ·a.uring that time he shall, if so required, 

' produce the skin and skeleton of the head (including the horns) 
to a veterinary officer or a police constable. 

Powers of 
entry of 
vetieri:nairy 
officer and 
police 
cio•nstable. 

5.(1) A veterinary officer or a police constable may, at any 
time, enter a pLace where he reasonably believe8 that there is a 
carcass or other things in connection with which this Act applies 
and examine the carcass or other thing found therein and take 
samples thereof. 

· (2) A veterinary officer shall be furnished with a pres­
cribed identification card and on entering ap.y place pursuant to 
subsection (1) shall, if so required, produce the card to the owner 
or occupier thereof. 

(3) The owner or occupier of a place entered by a veterin· 
ary officer or a police constable pursuant to subsection (1) and 
every person found therein shaU gri.ve the veterinary officer or a 
police constable all reasonable assistance in his power and 
furnish him with such information as he may reasonable require. 

~:i~uonan~, . . . . 6 .. (i) Whenever a veterinary offi~er or a police constable 
carcass. et~ believes on reasonable grounds that this Act has been con· 

travened he may seize the carcass and other thing in connection 
with which he reasonably believes the contravention was com­
mitted. 
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(2) The carcass and other thing seized pursuant to sub­
section (1) shall not be detained after the expiratlion of fourteen 
days from the day of seizure, unless before that ti.me proceedings 
have been instituted in respect of the contravention in which 
event, the carcass or other thing may be detai,ned until the pro-
ceedings are finally determined. < .- · 
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7. Where a veterinary officer . .or a police constable in ~ompenSlll.-
exercise ot his powers under this Act has taken a sample of any O:~e:~ 
thing and it appears from any exaqiination or investigation by 

, the veterinary officer or the police constable that there has been 
no contravention of this . .Act ~ respect of th~ sample, the owner 
of the sample shall be enti_Ued to compensation from the veterin­
ary officer or the. ,police constable for the sample if iit cannot be 
returned to the o~~r without prejudice to the owner. 

8. Where Jl. person has been convicted of an offence FoTifeHure 

against this Act, the court may order that the carcass and any · 
other thing in connection with which the offence was committed 
be forfeited to the State and upon such order being made the 
carcass and other thing may be disposed of as the Minister may 
direct. 

9.(1) No person shall obstruct a veterinary officer or a obs,tiru<:vLoo 

1. t bl . th . f his f t• d thi t. al veiterfi1nat"y po ice cons a e m e exercise o unc ions un er s Ac officer aind 
P19111l'ce 
l!'01nistable. 

(2) No person shall make any false or misleading stat& 
ment either verbailly or in writing to a veterinary officer or a 
police constable engaged in the exercise of his functions under 
this Act. 

10. Every person who contravenes, or fails to comply g::~ and 

with, any of the provisions of this Act is liable on summary con- · 
viction, to -

(a) a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor 
more than one thousand dollars and to imprison­
ment for not less nor more than twelve months 
in the case of a first conviction; and 

(b) a fine of not less nor more than one thousand 
dollars together with imprisonment for not less 
nor more than twelve months, in the case of a 
second or subsequent conviction. 

Passed by the National Assembly on the 29th of January, 1974. 

~· 
Clerk of the National Assembly. 

(Bill No.l . t974). 
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